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PROLOGUE 

Soon  after  I  became  pastor  of  First  Church,  Elkin,  I  became  aware 
that  Hazel  Byrd  was  dihgently  working  on  our  church's  history.  As 
the  date  of  our  Centennial  celebration  drew  closer,  Hazel  and  I  began 
to  seriously  discuss  her  research  and  writing.  Eventually,  Hazel 
began  submitting  various  chapters  for  me  to  read  and  edit.  And  I  must 
say  that  working  with  Hazel  these  past  few  months  in  putting  together 
this  history  has  been  a  real  education! 

Few  if  any  of  us  can  appreciate  the  hours  of  meticulous,  often 
tedious  research  required  to  produce  such  a  volume  as  this.  Hazel  has 
spent  an  untold  number  of  hours  poring  over  bulletins  and  newsletters, 
sifting  through  newspaper  cHppings,  and  reviewing  available  church 
records.  She  is  a  veritable  storehouse  of  knowledge  when  it  comes  to 
our  church.  Indeed,  I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  no  one  ever  has  (or 
perhaps  ever  will)  know  more  about  First  Baptist,  Elkin  than  Hazel 
Byrd! 

But  unexpressed  knowledge  is  not  enough.  So  Hazel  has  in  turn 
written  most  of  the  material  you  will  read  in  this  book.  Hazel 
complains  that  she  is  not  a  "writer."  But  for  someone  who  has  never 
authored  a  book,  she  has  done  a  magnificent  job.  And  not  only  has 
Hazel  done  this  without  compensation,  but  she  has  contributed  greatly 
from  her  own  resources  to  produce  this  book. 

The  result  is  a  history  for  our  Centennial  of  which  all  of  us  can 
be  proud.  To  be  ignorant  of  our  history  is  to  be  ill-equipped  for  our 
future.  As  our  church  moves  into  the  twenty-first  century,  she  will 
need  to  be  as  knowledgeable,  resourceful,  and  creative  as  ever  to 
reach  an  increasingly  secular  society  for  Jesus  Christ.  We  simply 
must  know  from  whence  we  came  before  we  can  know  where  we  are  to 
go. 

That  is  why  the  history  constitutes  a  real  treasure  for  our  church, 
not  only  in  our  centennial  year,  but  through  the  next  century.  And 
that  is  why  I  thank  God  for  Hazel  Byrd,  and  for  all  of  the  choice 
servants  of  God  who  have  helped  make  this  church  a  shining  light  in 
North  Carolina's  foothills  these  past  100  years. 

David  M.  Hughes,  Pastor   November  29, 1988 
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PREFACE 

On  the  eve  of  celebrating  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
church,  the  preparation  of  a  history  is  an  appropriate  part  of  this 
historic  occasion.  Soon  after  I  became  Clerk  in  1943,  my  interest  in 
the  history  of  my  own  church  increased.  Oftentimes  it  became  my  duty 
to  search  through  old  records  for  information  upon  request  from 
members,  former  members,  pastors  and  church  leaders.  Although  I  am 
not  a  historian  or  a  skilled  writer,  I  realized  that  a  more  complete 
record  of  events,  pastors,  musicians,  deacons,  staff  members, 
organizations  and  individuals  who  have  so  vitally  contributed  to  the 
ongoing  of  God's  work  should  be  written.  My  interest  intensified  upon 
delivery  of  the  original  minute  book  to  me. 

Research  and  compiling  records  for  this  project  have  covered  many 
years.  Church  minutes  have  been  the  principle  source  of  information. 
Church  bulletins,  newsletters,  and  available  church  records  as  well  as 
theBiblicalRecorder,TheElkinTribune(nowTheTribune),minutesof 
the  Surry  and  Elkin  Baptist  Associations,  newspaper  clippings,  and 
personal  knowledge  have  also  provided  resource  materials.  I  did  not 
envision  a  lengthy  history.  But  in  pursuing  this  undertaking,  I  soon 
discovered  that  recording  events  spanning  a  century  cannot  be  covered 
in  a  few  pages. 

I  have  one  profound  regret  in  writing  this  history,  and  that  is  the 
omission  of  names  of  those  who  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  cause 
of  Christ  through  this  church.  There  are  so  many  whose  gifts  of  time, 
talent,  means  and  prayer  have  kept  this  church  forging  ahead,  and  any 
omission  of  names  or  events  of  whatever  significance  or  historic  value 
has  been  unintentional  on  my  part. 

I  am  deeply  grateful  to  members  and  friends  who  have  assisted  me  in 
gathering  information  through  shared  memories  and  supplied  details. 
There  are  those  who  have  long  since  passed  away  who  provided  vistas 
into  the  past.  For  example,  Mrs.  Lula  Weir,  whose  grandfather  Billy 
Woodruff  was  the  church's  first  pastor,  often  discussed  church  affairs 
with  me  as  she  passed  the  time  of  day  in  the  office  where  I  worked. 
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My  special  thanks  are  extended  to  Dr.  David  M.  Hughes  for  his 
advice,  editorial  assistance,  and  encouragement.  Reverend  Joe  Dell 
Rust  contributed  timely  advice  and  information  concerning  music 
ministry  and  other  areas  covered  in  the  publication  of  the  history. 
Reverend  Ronald  I.  Kiehm  contributed  information  about  the  youth  and 
education  ministries.  Mrs.  Bobbie  Couch  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Campbell, 
staff  members,  lent  a  hand  in  helping  search  for  records,  and  Miss 
Nancy  Heaton  designed  the  cover  page.  I  have  also  relied  on  my 
sister,  Mrs.  Blendon  B.  Dobbins,  who  has  served  as  Church  Clerk,  for 
her  knowledge  and  assistance.  Mrs.  Jane  McRae  and  Mrs.  Faye  Fincannon 
contributed  information  on  missions,  and  former  pastors  and  associate 
pastors  have  also  provided  items  of  information  for  which  I  am 
grateful. 

Reverend  L.  Grady  Burgiss  permitted  me  to  use  his  library  in  my 
search  for  denominational  aids.  And  his  remarkable  memory  has 
provided  me  information,  some  of  which  was  not  found  in  official 
records. 

This  project  has  benefited  from  the  assistance  of  Miss  Emma  Cooke 
who  possesses  a  storehouse  of  knowledge  because  of  her  lifelong 
involvement  in  the  church.  She  edited  my  first  draft  and  wrote  most 
of  the  section  on  the  Hughes  ministry.  My  friend,  Mrs.  Anne  Adkins, 
deserves  my  special  thanks  for  refining  and  polishing  the  rough  edges 
of  the  manuscript  and  for  her  expertise  in  arrangement  of  material. 
Deborah  Golden's  editorial  assistance  has  also  been  most  helpful. 

Finally,  my  special  thanks  to  Mrs.  Bobbie  Couch  who  was  my  "Girl 
Friday"  for  typing  and  re-typing  the  manuscript  for  the  publisher. 


Hazel  Byrd 
Elkin,  North  Carolina 
November  29, 1988 
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PASTORS 

The  First  Baptist  Church,  Elkin,  North  Carolina 


Reverend  W.  B.  Woodruff 
Reverend  W.  A.  Myers 
Reverend  A.  T.  Pardue 
♦Reverend  J.  E.  Greene 
Reverend  W.  R.  Bradshaw 
Reverend  W.  H.  Beamer 
Reverend  W.  R.  Bradshaw 
Reverend  C.  H.  Utley 
Reverend  W.  R.  Beach 
Reverend  W.  F.  Staley 
Reverend  C.  H.  Utley 
Reverend  D.  S.  Hubble 
Reverend  R.  P.  Blevins 
Reverend  C.  T.  Kertner 
Reverend  C.  S.  Norville 
Reverend  W.  T.  Baucom 
Reverend  J.  M.  Hayes 
Reverend  Eph  Whisenhunt 
Reverend  Stephen  Morrisett 
Reverend  Howard  J.  Ford 
Dr.  R.  Kelly  White  (Interim) 
Reverend  J.  Parker  McLendon 
Reverend  Flay  S.  Price  (Assistant 
Dr.  Dwane  R.  Campbell 
Dr.  Carlton  Mitchell  (Interim) 
Dr.  David  M.  Hughes 


June  1889  -  September  1889 

September  1889  -  December  1893 

February  1894  -  July  1894 

August  1894  -  August  1895 

October  1895  -  September  1896 

November  1896  -  September  1897 

September  1897  -  October  1899 

October  1899  -  Late  in  1903 

1904  -  1905 

1905  -  1908  or  1909 

1909-1911 

1911-  1913 

1913-  1915 

November  1915  -  1917 

December  1917  -  August  1919 

March  1920  -  March  1924 

July  1924  -  December  1927 

February  1928  -  April  1940 

July  1940  -  September  1945 

November  1945  -  October  1962 

November  1962  -  May  1963 

June  1963  -  July  1970 

Interim)  July  1970  -  May  1971 

June  1971  -  April  1984 

May  1984  -  November  1984 

December  1984  - 


*Died  while  serving  as  pastor 


Reverend  W.  B.  Woodruff 

June,  1889  -  September,  1889 


O'^  g§,>^  \f^ 


Reverend  A.  T.  Pardue 

February,  1894  -  July,  1894 


Reverend  W.  R.  Bradshaw 

October,  1895  -  September,  1896 ^  ^^^, 

September,  1897  -  October,  1899        November,  1896  -  September,  1897 


Reverend  W.  H.  Beamer 


Reverend  W.  R.  Beach 
1904  -  1905 


Reveiend  Charles  S.  Norville 
December,  1917  -  August,  1919 


Reverend  W.  T.  Baucom 

March,  1920  -  March,  1924 


Reverend  James  M.  Hayes 
July,  1924  -  December,  1927 


Reverend  Eph  Whisenhunt 
February,  1928  -  April,  1940 


Reverend  Stephen  Morrisett 
July,  1940  -  September,  1945 


^^^^^. 


mi 


Reverend  Howard  J.  Ford 

November,  1945  -  October,  1962 


Reverend  J.  Parker  McLendon 
June,  1963  -  July,  1970 


Dr.  Dwane  R.  Campbell 
June,  1971  -April,  1984 


i  Ak% 


Dr.  David  Michael  Hughes 
Decennber,  1984  - 


Photos  of  some  pastors  not  available. 


PART  ONE 

The  First  Half-Century 

1889-1940 


CHAPTER  I 
IN  THE  BEGINNING 


In  the  latter  part  of  the  1880*s,  the  late  Mr.  J.  F.  Cooke,  a 
Mr.  Motsinger,  Mr.  Frank  Tharpe,  and  Reverend  W.  B.  Woodruff  saw 
the  need  for  a  Baptist  church  on  the  north  side  of  the  Yadkin 
River  in  the  Town  of  Elkin,  then  a  very  small  community.  These 
and  other  citizens  residing  in  the  community  banded  together  to 
see  what  could  be  done  in  regard  to  this  matter.  Consequently  on 
May  18,  1889,  a  Presbytery  consisting  of  Elders  W.  B.  Woodruff 
and  R.  R.  Day  (great,  great  uncle  of  present  members  Grady  Day 
and  Pauline  Day  Martin)  of  the  Yadkin  Association,  Elder  W.  F. 
Byrd  of  the  Elkin  Association,  and  Elder  E.  N.  Gwyn  of  the  Brier 
Creek  Association,  convened  in  Elkin  and  organized  a  Baptist 
church.  Elder  W.  B.  Woodruff  preached  the  sermon,  taking  as  his 
text  Matthew  16:18.  Charter  members  of  this  church  included 
Brother  W.  T.  Hedgepeth  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  who  brought  letters 
from  Macedonia  Baptist  Church;  Brother  Franklin  Tharpe  and  H.  Y. 
Hutson  with  sister  Midda  Hutson  from  Cool  Springs  Church;  Brother 
W.  F.  Carter  from  Shoaly  Branch  Church;  and  Brother  John  Cooke 
(father  of  two  of  our  present  members,  Emma  Cooke,  former 
missionary  to  Lebanon,  and  Dr.  Ralph  M.  Cooke)  from  Reece's 
Church  (now  Boonville  Baptist  Church).  The  body  adopted  Articles 
of  Faith,  a  Constitution,  and  a  Church  Covenant.  Frankhn  Tharpe 
was  chosen  Clerk  and  Deacon,  and  the  church  was  duly  organized 
and  called  THE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  ELKIN.  At  this  first 
service  Brother  Frankhn  Tharpe  was  also  ordained  as  a  deacon  by 
the  Presbytery.  Sattirday  before  the  third  Sabbath  (use  of  the 
term  "Sabbath"  as  noted  here  and  on  subsequent  pages  means 
Sunday,  or  "the  Lord's  Day"  and  does  not  refer  to  the  historical 
Jewish  Sabbath,  which  falls  on  Saturday)  in  each  month  was  the 
time  appointed  for  holding  of  the  church  and  preaching  on  Sabbath 
following. 

In  June  1889,  Brother  W.  B.  Woodruff  was  chosen  Pastor,  and  he 


served  until  September  28,  1889,  when  at  his  request  another 
pastor  was  elected,  namely  Elder  W.  A.  Myers  of  the  Brier  Creek 
Association.  At  a  church  conference  in  September  1889,  plans 
were  made  for  a  protracted  meeting  to  embrace  the  fifth  Sabbath 
in  that  month,  and  several  ministerial  brethren  were  invited  to 
attend. 

According  to  his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Lula  M.  Weir,  who  was  a 
member  of  First  Baptist  Church  until  her  death  on  March  21,  1956, 
Reverend  Woodruff  held  other  pastorates  in  several  rural 
churches,  including  Island  Ford,  and  Boonville  (then  called 
Recce's  Baptist  Church).  Mrs.  Weir  reports  that  "Uncle  Billy" 
preached  to  his  fellowmen  to  turn  their  hearts  to  Christ.  During 
weekdays,  from  early  morning  to  late  afternoon.  Woodruff  tilled 
his  large  Yadkin  River  farm  and  preached  on  Saturdays  and  on  the 
Sabbath  Day,  and  he  was  much  in  demand  for  revivals  (or 
protracted  meetings),  funerals  and  weddings,  as  well  as  baptismal 
services  usually  administered  in  the  Yadkin  River  or  the  Big 
Elkin  Creek. 

The  first  church  building  was  a  small  structure  located  on  Elk 
Spur  Street,  which  later  became  the  site  of  the  T.  E.  Burgiss 
home  place  (now  404  Elk  Spur  Street).  Brother  Woodruff  led  in 
securing  the  land  and  the  building  of  the  church  on  this  site. 
He  lived  to  see  a  small  building  with  log  slabs  for  seating 
Sunday  School  and  church  service  attendants.  The  few  teachers 
involved  were  both  Baptist  and  Methodist.  There  followed  several 
years  of  growth  in  membership  from  efforts  on  the  part  of  the 
early  members  and  leaders  of  this  church. 

In  addition  to  the  seven  who  united  with  the  church  at  the 
first  meeting,  the  following  male  and  female  members'  names  are 
written  in  the  original  minute  book  as  having  been  received  into 
membership  through  May  or  June,  1894  (spelling  of  names  is  as 
appears  in  the  book). 

Male  Members  Female  Members 

Reverend  E.  N.  Gwyn  Sara  An  Smitherman 

Robert  Spencer  Mary  Wetherman 

James  Brindle  Nancy  Taylor 

G.R.  Creed  Mary  Ward 


W.  J.  Laffoon 
Ranson  Alexander 
C.  P.  Andrews 
N.  W.  Gorden 
Thomas  Shaver 

B.  F.  Rollins 

C.  M.  King 
Thomas  H.  Eidson 
L.  H.  Carter 

C.  A.  Deal 

J.  L.  Madison 

Dave  Woodruff 

R.H.  Laffoon 

Robert  L.  Johnson 

A.  E.  Burchett 

W.  C.  Gilliam 

John  Newman 

Fernando  Castevens 

Hasten  Laffoon 

Jasper  Shaver 

Reverend  Geo.  Burcham 

J.  A.  Wood 

C.  C.  Shugart 

J.  E.  Hampton 

James  Hampton 

N.  W.  Fowler 

R.  T.  Motsinger 

T.  M.  Darnell 

C.  R.  Cockerham 

J.  C.  Scroggs 

J.  C.  Smith 

W.  W.  Mastin 

L  J.  Reed 

W.S.RuUege 


Eliza  Tharp 
Elizabeth  Gwyn 
Caroline  Spencer 
Flora  B.  Campbell 
Emma  Brindle 
Carrie  Brindle 
Lilla  Alexander 
Etta  Walls 
Lodemie  Laffoon 
Julia  Chatham 
Nelia  Cockerham 
Cynthia  Brindle 
Alice  Brindle 
Matilda  Alexander 
Alice  Shaver 
Ella  King 
Etta  Carter 
Nevada  E.  Roth 
Emma  Eidson 
Dail  Windsor 
Rebecca  Windsor 
Mindy  Windsor 
Sally  Carter 
Matilda  Madison 
Ida  Rollins 
M.  B.  Fowler 
Etta  Bray 
Addie  Shaver 
Margaret  Sloan 
Minnie  Shaver 
Martha  Smith 
Ella  Smith 
L.  C.  Hutson 
Carrie  Woodruff 
Cornelia  Cockerham 
Hulda  Burcham 
Sara  Wood 
Delia  Haynes 
Mattie  Carter 
Martha  J.  Hampton 


R.  A.  Hampton 
Delia  Greene 
Dora  Deal  - 

Hannah  Hutson 
Nannie  Shugart 
S.  J.  Laffoon 
Alice  Nichols 
Florence  Transou 
Lura  Mastin 
Mandy  V.  Poindexter 
Mary  P.  Poindexter 
S.  A.  Transou 
L.  E.  Transou 
Lodemia  Childress 
E.J.  Burchett 
Ida  Cockerham 

With  the  dedicated  and  faithful  leadership  of  these  members, 
the  young  church  grew.  Some  moved  elsewhere  and  took  their 
letters.  Others  united  widi  other  Baptist  churches  in  adjacent 
communities.  And  still  others  maintained  membership  in  the 
church  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

"The  fellowship  of  the  church  was  inquired  into  and  all  was  at 
peace,"  was  the  usual  opening  statement  for  minutes  of  the  early 
years.  At  times,  however,  there  were  expressions  of  improper 
conduct  by  certain  members,  and  committees  were  appointed  to 
investigate  the  charges  and  report  at  future  meetings. 

Members  often  reported  on  their  own  unchristian  behavior  and 
asked  forgiveness.  At  other  times,  charges  were  brought  against 
certain  members,  some  of  which  were  admitted  and  some  denied.  It 
appears  from  these  early  records  that  the  conduct  of  the 
membership  was  closely  observed  and  great  emphasis  was  placed 
upon  Christian  discipline. 

The  early  records  mention  different  ministers  preaching. 
Brother  Woodruff  returned  often  to  deliver  sermons.  Others 
included  Reverend  J.  P.  Gwalmey  of  the  Alexander  Association  and 
Reverend  E.  N.  Gwyn,  the  Assistant  Pastor. 
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Services  were  held  twice  a  month,  on  the  first  and  third 
Sabbaths,  usually  preceded  by  a  prayer  service  and  a  sermon  on 
Saturday  evening.  Church  conferences  were  most  often  held  at  the 
Saturday  meetings.  It  appears,  however,  from  a  hand-written 
statement  by  Enoch  N.  Gwyn  in  the  original  minute  book  that  "the 
church  did  away  with  the  meetings  on  Saturday  as  the  few  members 
were  busy  in  their  shops  and  trades  on  that  day,  and  the  clerk 
failed  to  keep  a  report  of  the  church  meeting  on  Saturday  night 
and  on  the  Sabbaths."  The  Church  finally  agreed  to  hold  meetings 
only  on  the  Sabbath.  During  these  meetings  large  congregations 
assembled  to  hear  the  preaching  of  the  Word  by  the  Pastor.  The 
Pastor  raised  collections  at  different  times  for  the  seating  of 
the  house.  By  September  1890,  the  house  was  provided  with  good 
seats.  During  these  meetings  the  following  persons  joined  by 
letter:  Sarah  A.  Smitherman,  from  Cool  Springs;  Mary  Weatherman 
and  daughter  Sarah  Taylor,  from  Prospect;  Thos.  Windsor,  from 
Zion;  C.  E.  Ward  and  wife  Mary,  from  Durham.  And  quoting  again 
from  Gwyn's  minutes,  "The  Church  on  motion  agreed  to  join  the 
Elkin  Association  as  she  is  in  the  territory  of  that 
association." 

During  this  time  work  was  progressing  on  the  church  house.  At 
the  September  1890  meeting,  a  subscription  of  $27.00  was  taken  to 
have  a  ceiling  placed  in  the  building.  At  the  January  1891 
meeting,  the  minutes  disclose  that  the  Church  had  contracted  with 
Bro.  Harrison  Carter  to  ceil  the  church  for  $85.00.  A  committee 
composed  of  E.  N.  Gwyn,  J.  W.  Motsinger,  R.  W.  Reece,  Franklin 
Tharpe,  and  H.  T.  Hutson  was  named  to  oversee  the  project  and  the 
finishing  of  the  church.  Bro.  C.  E.  Ward  was  appointed 
Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Lee  Smitherman  was  appointed  Sexton. 

Reverend  W.  A.  Myers,  the  second  pastor,  appointed  Reverend  E. 
N.  Gwyn  to  assist  in  the  general  work  of  the  church.  Gwyn  also 
served  as  Church  Clerk  and  later  was  appointed  Assistant  Pastor. 
Most  often  baptisms  were  at  the  Elkin  Creek  and,  during  the  Myers 
pastorate,  many  were  received  on  profession  of  faith  and  by 
letters  from  sister  churches,  including  Shoaly  Branch,  Cool 
Springs,  Elkin  Valley,  Island  Ford,  White  Plains,  and  Poplar 
Springs.    According  to  the  minutes  of  the  third  Sabbath,  December 
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1890,  the  pastor  administered  the  ordinance  of  baptism  to  Melinda 
Hutson,  Flora  Campbell,  Emma  Brindle,  Carrie  Brindle,  Lilla 
Alexander  and  Etta  Walls. 

In  July  1891,  Aquilla  Bates,  a  local  blacksmith,  was  appointed 
Sexton.  In  December  1891,  the  church  decided  to  hold  conferences 
quarterly  unless  it  was  required  to  have  special  meetings.  At  the 
same  meeting  Brother  R.  W.  Reece  was  "requested  to  assist  the 
deacons  in  raising  the  pastor's  salary  to  fifty  dollars  the  next  year." 
Reverend  W.  A.  Myers  was  again  elected  by  acclamation  to  serve  the 
following  year. 

At  the  January  1892,  meeting.  Brother  C.  P.  Andrews  was  chosen 
Treasurer  and  Assistant  Clerk.  In  a  church  conference  on  "the 
second  Lord's  day,  February  '92,"  a  committee  was  appointed  to  take 
subscriptions  for  bell  and  belfry. 

Late  in  1893,  Reverend  A.  T.  Pardue  was  extended  a  call  to 
become  pastor  for  the  year  1894.  He  accepted  and  agreed  to  begin 
serving  in  February,  1894.  Later  in  the  year  "great  dissatisfaction 
having  arisen  from  the  manner  in  which  he  administered  the  Lord's 
Supper  and  from  previous  discourses  delivered  in  this  church 
favoring  the  same,"  a  committee  composed  of  J.  W.  Hutson,  J.  E. 
Hampton,  George  M.  Burcham  and  C.  M.  King  was  appointed  to 
interview  Brother  Pardue  on  the  Baptist  Articles  of  Faith  (from 
minutes  of  June  28,  1894).  The  minutes  of  July  26,  1894,  further 
reveal  great  dissatisfaction  by  members  with  Brother  Pardue' s 
pastoral  work,  and  the  church  voted  to  call  a  new  pastor.  Reverend 
J.  E.  Greene  was  elected  Pastor  in  August  1894;  he  served  only  about 
a  year  when  he  died.  Other  pastors  who  served  during  these  early 
years  were  Reverend  W.  H.  Beamer,  Reverend  W.  R.  Bradshaw  and 
Reverend  C.  H.  Utley. 

According  to  a  written  statement  in  the  original  minute  book. 
Brother  W.  J.  Laffoon  was  ordained  into  the  ministry  on  February 
28,  1897.  Brother  Edgar  Johnson  was  also  ordained  into  the  gospel 
ministry  by  the  Baptist  Church  of  the  Elkin  Association  on  August 
30, 1898. 
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Edgar  Johnson  Ordination 
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On  December  15,  1902,  John  Marion  united  with  the  church  by 
letter  and  also  stated  that  he  felt  the  Lord  had  called  him  into 
the  gospel  ministry.  The  church  granted  him  the  liberty  to 
exercise  his  gifts  as  the  Lord  might  direct. 

The  church  grew  in  numbers  during  these  years.  As  well,  the 
town  grew  in  population,  business  and  industry,  and  the  need  was 
felt  for  a  larger  and  more  adequate  church  building  and  one  more 
centrally  located.  At  a  meeting  of  the  church  on  October  14, 
1899,  Reverend  C.  H.  Utley  was  elected  pastor,  and  the  church 
also  voted  to  select  and  purchase  a  site  on  Main  Street  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  new  church  building.  J.  W.  Bowles  was 
appointed  to  select  a  committee  of  four  to  secure  a  lot  on  Main 
Street  adjoining  the  C.  H.  Gwyn  property  on  the  west  Appointed 
to  serve  on  this  committee  with  Mr.  Bowles  were  N.  W.  Fowler,  Dr. 
C.  W.  Mosley,  B.  F.  Rollins  and  Q.  L.  BamharL  Records  later 
indicate  that  a  lot  100  x  25  x  100  x  25  feet  was  purchased  from 
Laura  F.  Galloway  and  J.  M.  Galloway  for  the  price  of  $162.50. 

In  a  brief  history  published  in  The  Elkin  Tribune  on  February 
3,  1927,  J.  H.  Tharpe  reported  that  work  progressed  rapidly  on 
the  construction  of  a  new  brick  building  under  the  leadership  of 
Reverend  Utley  and  members,  including  Dr.  R.  W.  Reece,  Reverend 
B.  F.  RoUins,  N.  W.  Fowler,  R.  P.  Crater,  L.  J.  Bray,  J.  W. 
Madison,  Dr.  C.  W.  Mosley,  Q.  L.  Bamhardt,  J.  W.  Bowles,  L.  L. 
Shugart,  Frank  Tharpe,  D.  J.  Cockerham  and  Clarence  Cockerham.  A 
financial  committee  composed  of  A.  O.  Bray,  Mamie  Bell  and  J.  W. 
Bowles  was  named  to  assist  the  deacons. 

According  to  the  Tharpe  history,  the  bricks  in  the  walls  of 
the  church  building  were  made  and  put  in  the  walls  for  $5.00  per 
thousand  by  B.  F.  Rollins.  In  the  early  part  of  1903,  this 
building  on  Main  Street  was  completed  and  occupied.  The  property 
in  West  Elkin  was  sold  to  R.  W.  Reece  for  $300.00.  This  money 
was  applied  on  the  building  fund  of  the  new  church.  During  the 
Utley  pastorate,  the  frequency  of  church  services  increased  from 
once  to  twice  a  month. 

Reverend  C.  H.  Utley  served  as  pastor  until  1903  and  was 
succeeded  by  Reverend  W.  R.  Beach.  Beach  served  until  1905,  when 
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a  call  was  extended  to  Reverend  W.  F.  Staley,  who  served  until 
about  1908  or  1909.  Other  pastors  who  served  the  church  in  early 
years  are  as  follows:  Reverend  C.  H.  Utley  who  served  a  second 
pastorate  from  1909  to  1911;  Reverend  D.  S.  Hubble,  1911  to  1913; 
Reverend  R.  P.  Blevins,  1913  to  1916;  and  Reverend  C.  T.  Kertner 
in  1916-1917.  When  Brother  Kertner  was  called  as  pastor,  the 
church  voted  to  allow  him  to  serve  the  Jonesville  Baptist  Church 
one  Sunday  each  month,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  work  out 
arrangements  with  the  Jonesville  church. 


First  Baptist  Church,  Main  Street 
As  it  appeared  about  1922 
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CHAPTER  2 
INTO  THE  SECOND  QUARTER-CENTURY 

By  the  year  1916,  the  church  had  shown  considerable  growth  and 
progress  from  its  early  formative  years.  It  was  now  a  member  of 
the  Surry  Baptist  Association  and  was  observing  and  supporting 
Baptist  causes  and  projects.  Spirit-filled  leaders  who  possessed 
much  faith,  together  with  pastors  of  like  nature,  promoted  its 
growth.  The  names  of  J.  H.  Tharpe,  R.  P.  Crater,  Dr.  M.  A. 
Royall,  Dr.  W.  R.  Welbom,  George  E.  Spruill,  A.  W.  George,  W.  W. 
Cockerham,  J.  H.  Horton,  W.  S.  Sale,  H.  D.  Transou,  R.  G. 
Dorsett,  T.  V.  Cockerham  and  C.  E.  Holcomb  appear  frequently  in 
the  records  as  leaders,  deacons,  trustees  and  church  clerk.  Many 
of  these  people  served  faithfully  in  First  Baptist  Church  for  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  There  were  frequent  meetings,  not  just 
on  the  Sabbath  Day,  but  on  Wednesday  nights  and  at  other  times. 
During  this  early  period,  there  was  frequent  mention  of  securing 
a  parsonage  in  the  hopes  of  getting  a  full-time  minister. 

Chatham  Manufacturing  Company  was  Elkin's  largest  industry, 
regularly  bringing  new  people  into  its  employment.  The  Elkin 
Shoe  Company  was  also  in  operation  during  part  of  this  era, 
although  it  went  out  of  business  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
1920s.  And  Elkin  Furniture  Company  had  been  organized  and  was 
operating,  providing  employment  for  a  number  of  people  residing 
within  this  area.  The  Elkin  school  system,  which  had  just 
relocated  on  Church  Street,  enjoyed  a  good  reputation.  The 
stabilizing  factors  of  school  and  business  combined  with  the 
spiritual  leadership  of  Elkin's  churches  enhanced  community 
progress. 

The  records  reveal  that  Reverend  C.  S.  (Spurgeon)  Norville 
preached  on  several  occasions  and  assumed  his  duties  as  pastor  on 
the  second  Sunday  in  December,  1917.  On  August  14,  1918,  he  was 
received  as  a  member  of  the  church  along  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  T. 
Ray,  Miss  Marion  Ray,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Lawrence,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  M. 
Arnold,  Hosie  Arnold,  Bertha  Arnold,  Gladys  Arnold,  and  Edna 
Arnold. 
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The    Reverend  C.  S.  Norville  served  the  church     until     August, 

1919.  At  this  same  meeting,  the  church  voted  to  send  A.  W. 
George,  L.  J.  Bray,  R.  P.  Crater  and  J.  H.  Tharpe  as  delegates  to 
the  annual  associational  meeting.  It  is  reported  that  the  church 
began  having  services  each  Sunday  in  the  month  during  the 
pastorate  of  Reverend  C.  S.  Norville. 

Although  the  minutes  of  the  church  during  the  period  of  1917- 
1918  do  not  mention  our  country  becoming  involved  in  World  War  I, 
it  is  known  that  many  young  men  from  the  church  and  community 
were  called  into  service.  The  advent  of  war  always  brings  about 
many  changes-socially,  morally  and  economically--but  the 
churches  in  the  Elkin-Jonesville  area  stood  out  as  stabilizing 
forces,  and  First  Baptist,  though  still  a  young  church,  was 
progressing.  The  records  indicate  that  for  several  weeks  early 
in  1920  the  church  remained  closed  because  of  an  influenza 
epidemic  and  resumed  services  on  March  7, 1920. 

Until  1921  the  church  received  aid  from  the  State  Mission 
Board.  The  decade  of  the  twenties  brought  growth  in  membership 
and  the  church  was  enlarged  at  two  different  times.    On  March    7, 

1920,  Reverend  W.  T.  Baucom  became  pastor,  and  during  his 
ministry,  eight  new  Sunday  School  rooms  were  added,  the  front  of 
the  building  remodeled  and  a  new  bell  installed-all  at  a  cost  of 
about  $18,000.00.  About  the  same  time  a  parsonage  on  Church 
Street  was  purchased  from  J.  A.  Somers  at  a  cost  of  $5,500.00. 
Reverend  Baucom  served  the  church  until  March,  1924.  Mrs.  Baucom 
worked  in  WMU  and  Sunday  School. 

In  addition  to  the  building  program  carried  on  during  the 
Baucom  pastorate,  the  minutes  recorded  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Martin,  who 
served  as  church  clerk  for  several  years,  reveal  that  a  number  of 
revival  meetings  were  held  with  numerous  additions  to  the  church 
upon  profession  of  faith  as  well  as  by  letter  from  other 
churches.  The  spiritual  welfare  of  the  church  was  promoted,  "the 
aim  of  which  shall  be  to  lift  the  standard  of  Christian  religion 
in  our  chiu-ch  as  high  as  possible"  (from  minutes  of  September  29, 
1920).  A  spiritual  committee  of  three  deacons  and  two  sisters, 
together    with  the  pastor,  was  appointed  to  consult  with    members 
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who    were,    in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  not  living    as    they 
should. 

The  records  of  a  meeting  held  on  January  15,  1921,  state  that 
the  church  continued  to  pledge  to  the  Seventy-Five  Million 
Campaign,  which  was  an  effort  undertaken  shortly  after  the  end  of 
World  War  I  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  the  States. 
This  was  a  combined  effort  to  secure  funds  for  missions,  both 
home  and  foreign,  for  institutions  of  learning,  and  various  state 
projects  to  be  shared  on  a  fifty-fifty  basis.  In  the  ensuing 
years,  economic  conditions  worsened  in  the  south,  and  this 
endeavor  suffered  many  reverses. 

On  June  6,  1920,  Mr.  Earl  C.  James  joined  the  church,  coming 
from  Mount  Airy  Baptist  Church.  He  was  a  lawyer  by  profession 
and  became  an  active  member  in  the  church  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  serving  as  a  Sunday  School  teacher,  Sunday  School 
Superintendent,  deacon  and  trustee. 

The  records  reveal  the  following  as  being  among  those  active 
in  many  phases  of  church  work  as  deacons,  teachers,  tiiistees,  WMU 
leaders  and  musicians,  namely,  J.  L.  Powers,  S.  M.  Arnold,  Dr.  M. 
A.  Royall,  J.  C.  Martin,  J.  M.  Simmons,  L.  J.  Bray,  J.  G.  Ray, 
Mrs.  S.  T.  Ray,  T.  G.  Harris,  R.  G.  Dorsett,  H.  D.  Transou,  J.  H. 
Tharpe,  Dr.  L.  C.  Couch,  James  Ipock,  W.  G.  Church,  J.  A.  Somers, 
Wade  Gilliam,  Miss  Effie  Crater,  Grady  Burgiss,  T.  E.  Burgiss,  J. 
P.  Gilliam  and  J.  G.  Gilliam. 

In  1922,  the  Building  Committee  proposed  giving  a  deed  of 
trust  for  $5,000.00  on  the  newly  acquired  parsonage  in  order  that 
the  building  of  the  Sunday  School  rooms  could  go  forward.  This 
deed  of  trust  with  interest  was  made  payable  to  the  following 
brethren:  S.  M.  Arnold,  J.  A.  Somers,  J.  W.  Frazier,  W.  F. 
Reece,  Dr.  R.  R.  Garvey,  Dr.  L.  C.  Couch,  and  J.  M.  Simmons. 

Work  proceeded  on  the  Sunday  School  addition.  On  January  21, 
1923,  a  committee  to  select  paints  for  the  church  was  named, 
composed  of  J.  A.  Somers,  Dr.  M.  A.  Royall,  J.  W.  Frazier,  Mrs. 
A.  O.  Bray,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Poindexter,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Tharpe,  and  Mrs. 
Grady  Nichols. 
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Money  to  pay  for  the  full  amount  of  construction  cost  was 
evidently  borrowed  from  the  Elkin- Jones ville  Building  and  Loan 
Association,  although  no  specific  minutes  reflect  that  fact.  But 
financial  reports  presented  at  various  meetings  show  amounts  paid 
to  the  Building  and  Loan.  A  budget  system  was  adopted  on 
recommendation  of  the  deacons  and  church  officers. 

Apparently  some  disagreement  arose  during  1923.  Several 
church  officers  resigned,  among  them  being  C.  O.  Hadley  as  Church 
Treasurer;  J.  W.  Frazier  was  ^pointed  to  succeed  him.  Several 
deacons  also  resigned,  namely.  Eh-.  M.  A.  Royall,  A.  W.  George,  H. 
D.  Transou,  J.  G.  Ray,  A.  O.  Bray,  and  L.  J.  Bray.  On  December 
9,  1923,  J.  W.  Frazier  resigned  as  Church  Treasurer  and  member  of 
the  Finance  Committee;  also  S.  M.  Arnold,  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  C.  O.  Hadley,  Financial  Secretary  and  deacon,  J.  L. 
Powers,  deacon,  and  J.  C.  Martin,  Church  Clerk.  At  the  same 
meeting.  Reverend  W.  T.  Baucom  also  resigned  as  pastor,  effective 
March  1,  1924,  on  a  vote  of  35  to  accept  resignation  and  32 
opposing. 


Financial  Statistics  from  Church  Minutes  of  July  8, 1923 

Pastor's  Salary  $1,925.00 

Ministerial  help  125.00 

Building  and  Repairs  14,983.68 

Incidental  112.69 

Expenses  Sunday  School  and  B.Y.P.U.  587.42 

Local  Poor  71.10 

Minutes  and  Other  Printing  55.00 

Other  Items  425.63 

Total  At  Home  or  Local  18,280.54 

75  Million  Undesignated  584.63 

Orphanages  252.12 

Hospitals  20.70 

Other  Benevolences  67.20 

Grand  Total                                                    '  $19,205.25 
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Sunday  School  Statistics 


Superintendent 

J.  L.  Powers 

Secretary 

Grady  Burgiss 

Officers  and  Teachers 

15 

Scholars  Enrolled 

320 

Total  Contributions 

$652.42 

B.Y.P.U.  Statistics 

President 

J.  L.  Powers 

Senior  Unions 

1 

Members  in  Study  Course 

9 

Bible  Readers 

15 

Intermediate  Unions 

1 

Members 

17 

On  February  3,  1924,  a  pulpit  committee  was  elected  composed  of 
J.  M.  Simmons,  L.  J.  Bray,  J.  L.  Powers,  Dr.  M.  A.  Royall,  and  T.  G. 
Harris.  A  nominating  committee  of  eight  was  elected  to  secure  a 
new  Board  of  Deacons  and  church  officers.  Those  elected  to  serve 
were  J.  H.  Tharpe,  J.  G.  Ray,  Mrs.  R.  R.  Garvey,  E.  C.  James,  S.  M. 
Arnold,  C.  O.  Hadley,  Dr.  M.  A.  Royall,  and  Mrs.  S.  T.  Ray. 

The  following  pledged  money  to  pay  the  amount  borrowed  from 
Elkin-Jonesville  Building  and  Loan  and  the  pastor's  salary: 

J.M.Simmons  $50.00 

T.  G.  Harris  50.00 

J.  G.  Ray  25.00 

R.G.Dorsett  25.00 

S.  M.  Arnold  50.00 

Dr.  Couch  10.00 

James  Ipock  50.00 

E.  C.  James  50.00 

Ray  and  Gilliam  50.00 

J.  H.  Tharpe  25.00 

Dr.RoyaU  50.00 

C.C.Fulp  25.00 

CO.  Hadley  50.00 
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J.C.Martin  10.00 

On  March  9,  1924,  the  committee  submitted  twelve  names  for 
deacons:  J.  L.  Powers,  L.  J.  Bray,  J.  W.  Frazier,  S.  M.  Arnold,  T.  G. 
Harris,  E.  C.  James,  J.  A.  Somers,  R.  R.  Garvey,  W.  G.  Church,  J.  M. 
Simmons,  R.  G.  Dorsett,  and  J.  G.  Ray.  J.  G.  Ray  declined  to  serve, 
and  H.  D.  Transou  was  recommended  in  his  place  by  the  committee. 
It  was  also  recommended  that  the  deacons  serve  terms  as  follows: 
Four  for  a  period  of  two  years,  four  for  a  period  of  four  years,  and 
four  for  a  period  of  six  years. 


In  July,  1924,  Reverend  James  M.  Hayes  began  his  ministry  in 
this  church.  He  was  bom  April  12,  1892,  at  Purlear,  Wilkes 
County,  North  Carolina,  the  son  of  John  Lee  and  Sarah  Julia 
McNeill  Hayes.  In  July,  1906,  he  and  his  sister,  Daisy  Hayes 
(married  C.  A.  McNeill  and  was  the  mother  of  two  of  our  church 
members.  Dr.  Claude  A.  McNeill  Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  McNeill 
Callaway),  became  members  of  Mount  Pleasant  Church  in  Wilkes 
County.  After  completing  elementary  school  and  graduation  from 
Wilkesboro  High  School,  he  entered  Wake  Forest  College  and 
graduated  with  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  1917.  Thereafter  he 
enlisted  in  the  Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps  and,  after 
discharge,  returned  home  for  a  brief  stay  of  about  two  months 
when  he  decided  to  return  to  Chattanooga,  Tennessee.  Shortly 
after  arrival  there,  he  obtained  work  as  general  secretary  of  the 
Army  YMCA  at  the  base  near  Chattanooga  where  he  served  in  this 
capacity  until  June  30,  1919.  During  this  time,  he  met  and 
married  Miss  Aline  Clifford  Pace  and  their  first  son,  James  M. 
Hayes,  Jr.,  was  bom  there  in  1919. 

Again  he  retumed  to  North  Carolina  and  accepted 
responsibility  as  the  second  principal  of  Mountain  View  Baptist 
Institute  at  Hays,  Wilkes  County,  North  Carolina.  Mountain  View 
was  one  of  many  such  high  schools  sponsored  by  the  Home  Mission 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  Christian  training,  primarily  for  young  people  in 
mountain  areas  where  high  schools  were  scarce. 
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Having  studied  some  law  while  in  college,  Mr.  Hayes  decided  to 
resume  his  study  of  law.  After  passing  the  bar  and  becoming  a 
licensed  attorney,  he  practiced  in  North  Wilkesboro  with  his 
brother,  Johnson  J.  Hayes,  and  his  partner,  John  R.  Jones,  until 
September,  1922,  when  he  felt  that  he  had  definitely  received  a 
call  from  the  Lord  to  become  a  preacher.  He  was  ordained  into 
the  gospel  ministry  at  New  Hope  Church  in  Wilkes  County  in  1922. 
In  September,  1922,  he  entered  Southern  Baptist  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  was  graduated  with  a  Th.M.  degree  in 
May,  1924,  coming  then  to  First  Baptist  Church,  Elkin. 

Sufficient  records  are  not  available  of  the  years  of  the  Hayes 
pastorate  to  relate  a  complete  account,  but  personal  knowledge  of 
many  members  of  the  church  provide  resources  for  this  period.  A 
Homecoming  was  observed  on  December  12,  1926,  and  for  this 
occasion  a  very  brief  history  of  the  church  was  written  by  Mr. 
Hayes,  which  bears  his  signature.  At  that  time,  there  was  a 
membership  of  325.  The  budget  for  1927  was  $5,775.00. 

While  Mr.  Hayes  served  as  pastor,  an  enlarged  building  program 
was  begun  and  money  was  borrowed  to  finance  the  new  construction. 
A  Sunday  School  annex  was  added  to  the  back  of  the  church 
building  consisting  of  21  rooms  and  remodeling  at  a  cost  of 
$8,500.00.  In  addition  to  the  building  program,  Mr.  Hayes  spent 
much  time  working  among  the  membership  and  the  enlistment  of  new 
members. 

Hayes  preached  with  an  emphasis  on  evangelism,  and  many  new 
members  were  added  to  the  church  during  this  time.  In  one 
particular  revival,  several  adult  men  made  professions  and  became 
members.  This  revival  was  frequently  referred  to  by  Mr.  Hayes  at 
times  during  his  ministry  and  at  times  when  he  returned  to  Elkin 
for  visits  within  the  church.  Membership  stood  at  370  in  1927, 
the  year  in  which  he  resigned.  Baptist  Young  People's  Union 
(BYPU)  became  very  active  and  was  a  growing  organization  during 
his  pastorate,  as  well  as  Sunday  School  in  which  evangelism  and 
Bible  teaching  were  strongly  emphasized.  Women  in  the  church 
were  also  actively  supporting  church  programs,  especially  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU),  including  youth  organizations 
from    Sunbeams  through  the  graded  young    people's    organizations. 
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During  the  latter  part  of  1927,  Hayes  submitted  his  resignation 
to  become  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Lexington,  North 
Carolina.  ^ 

Hayes  continued  in  the  ministry  in  churches  in  North  Carolina 
and  West  Virginia,  and  in  1951,  he  became  the  first  general 
superintendent  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Homes  for  the  Aging. 
He  served  with  great  honor  and  distinction,  acting  as  a  pioneer 
in  this  field  which  is  now  serving  more  and  more  of  the  aged  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina.  After  his  retirement  as  general 
superintendent,  he  wrote  a  book  entitled  "History  and  Memoirs  of 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Homes  for  the  Aging." 

The  decades  of  the  twenties  and  thirties  brought  growth  in 
membership  to  the  church.  The  church  was  enlarged  at  two 
different  times,  and  both  expansions  necessitated  borrowing  money 
over  an  extended  period  of  time  for  repayment  of  loans.  From 
time  to  time  mortgage  payments  could  not  be  met,  and  it  was  often 
necessary  to  call  upon  members  to  make  special  donations  with 
which  to  meet  the  payments.  (This  writer  remembers  sitting  in 
the  congregation  as  a  child  in  called  business  meetings  after 
morning  worship  services  and  hearing  pleas  for  donations  of  any 
size  to  help  meet  the  financial  crisis.)  Pledges  were  made  by 
various  members.  In  the  late  1920s,  extensive  remodeling  was 
done  in  the  church  sanctuary,  needed  renovations  were  made  to  the 
church  parsonage,  and  street  paving  assessments  became  due.  The 
church  again  found  it  necessary  to  secure  a  larger  loan  with 
which  to  pay  off  existing  loans,  and  a  much  larger  loan  was 
obtained  from  Virginia  Trust  Company. 
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Church  as  it  appeared  after  1927  until  1955 

Reverend  Eph  Whisenhunt  became  pastor  on  February  1,  1928,  and 
remained  as  pastor  until  April  21,  1940,  when  he  resigned  to 
accept  another  pastorate  in  Norton,  Virginia.  Mr.  Whisenhunt,  a 
native  of  Buchanan,  Georgia,  graduated  from  Mercer  University  in 
Macon,  Georgia,  and  Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
where  he  received  his  Th.M.  degree  in  1921.  In  1921  he  was 
appointed  a  missionary  to  Shanghai,  China,  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  where  he  served  along  with  his  wife,  Mrs.  Edith  Adair 
Whisenhunt,  until  1924,  when  they  returned  to  the  States  because 
of  her  illness.  During  his  period  of  service  with  the  church, 
much  progress  was  attained  under  his  leadership,  and  there  was  a 
large  growth  in  membership,  approximately  forty  per  cent  greater 
than  when  he  became  pastor.  A  strong  Sunday  School,  BYPU,  WMU, 
and  other  enlarged  work  was  carried  on.  His  ministry  spanned  the 
depression  years,  and  in  all  the  hard  times  experienced  by  many 
churches.  First  Baptist  was  one  of  only  one  hundred  Baptist 
churches  in  the  state  which  sent  checks  to  the  State  Missions 
Office  regularly. 

According  to  minutes  written  by  J.  R.  Johnson,  who  was  elected 
Clerk  on  April  4,  1928,  the  new  pastor  was  challenged  to  set  the 
church  on  a  new  course,  to  seek  to  meet  its  financial  problems, 
and  to  build  a  strong  Sunday  School  and  BYPU.  The  women  were 
encouraged  to  more  active  participation  although  the  Woman *s 
Missionary  Society  was  quite  active  as  well  as  its  junior 
organizations.      In  June,  1928,  it  was  recommended    and    deferred 
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that  twelve  women  be  appointed  to  work  with  the  Board  of  Deacons, 
and  that  the  number  of  deacons  be  increased  to  fourteen;  a  motion 
was  also  made  that  two  women  be  permitted  to  serve  as  deacons. 
This  was  referred  to  the  deacons,  and  no  further  reference  is 
found  concerning  their  election. 

A  committee  composed  of  Blendon  Byrd,  Mattie  Mae  Powell  and 
Mossie  Cockerham  was  named  to  work  with  the  Church  Treasurer 
in  listing  all  members  who  had  pledged  and  not  paid  and  those  who 
had  not  pledged.  In  December  1928,  the  deacons  adopted  a 
resolution  that  all  members  who  refused  to  support  the  church  with 
their  presence  and  their  means  during  any  current  year,  unless 
providentially  hindered  from  so  doing,  would  be  automatically 
dropped  from  membership,  and  would  be  given  a  letter  of  dismissal 
which  would  be  valid  for  two  months.  This  resolution  did  not 
apply  to  any  member  before  the  Board  of  Deacons  had  done  its  duty 
toward  the  individual. 

The  first  year's  budget  adopted  in  1928  was  in  the  amount  of 
$7,275.00.  The  Sunday  School  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  deposit 
the  collection  on  each  Monday  morning  in  a  savings  account  to  pay 
on  the  church  debt.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  assist  the  Clerk 
in  revising  the  church  roll  and  deacon  list,  and  another  committee 
was  appointed  to  work  with  other  churches  in  asking  that  local 
cafes  be  closed  during  church  hours  on  Sunday. 

'    ■  '.  ^  \''''f' 

In  September  1929,  another  recommendation  was  made  for  twelve 
women  to  serve  as  deacon  assistants.  Those  named  were  Mrs.  H.  G. 
Harris,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman,  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Ray, 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Thurman,  Mrs.  Roy  West,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Reece,  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Brendle,  Miss  Ella  Cockerham,  Mrs.  S.  O.  Maguire,  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Pardue  and  Miss  Madge  Russell. 

In  an  effort  to  encourage  giving,  a  slogan  was  adopted,  "A 
Gift  From  Everyone  This  Year." 

Church  officers  elected  to  serve  for  the  year  1930  are  as 
follows:  J.  P.  Ipock,  General  Treasurer;  Lee  May  Lowery,  Mission 
Treasurer;  Blendon  Byrd,  Church  Clerk;  Lee  May  Lowery, 
Bookkeeper;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Beeson,  Chorister;  Robey  M.  Bates, 
Assistant;      Miss    Effie    Crater,    Pianist,    and      Reverend      Eph 
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Whisenhunt    to    represent    the    church    on    the    local    Board    of 
Associated  Charities. 


In  the  early  thirties,  four  memorial  windows  were  placed  in 
the  church  sanctuary.  One  was  presented  by  Mr.  J.  H.  AUred  in 
memory  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Irene  Thompson  AUred,  who  died  in  1929. 
Mr.  E.  C.  James  presented  one  in  memory  of  his  first  wife,  Mrs. 
Frances  Johnston  James,  who  passed  away  in  1924.  Another  was 
presented  in  memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Tharpe  by  her  husband,  J.  H. 
Tharpe,  along  with  Mr.  E.  B.  Lawrence,  Mr.  J.  P.  Ipock,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Beeson,  the  WMS  and  the  Young  Women's  Association. 
The  fourth  window  was  presented  in  honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  J. 
Bray  by  their  children.  The  Brays,  who  had  just  recently 
observed  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary,  had  been  active  and 
faithful  members  of  this  church  for  many  years,  and  a  service  of 
special  recognition  was  held  for  them  on  Sunday,  April  13,  1930. 
Dr.  Charles  E.  Maddry,  Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Missions 
in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  morning 
worship  hour.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bray  had  seven  children,  namely: 
Etta  Pleasants,  A.  O.  Bray,  Martha  Berry,  James  S.  Bray,  Rebecca 
Maguire  (mother  of  Mrs.  Fred  [Mary  Maguire]  Harris),  Cornelia 
Williams  and  Joe  Bray. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  L.  J.  BRAY 
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ORDER  OF  SERVICE  FOR  TODAY 
SUNDAY.  APRIL  13.  1930 

11:00  A.  M. 


'Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiving,  and  into  his  courts  with  praise; 
be  thankful  unto  Him,  and  bless  His  name.'' — Ps.  100:4. 


Prelude — "The  Banner  of  the  Ci-oss"  James  McGianahan 

(Miss  Effie  Crater,  Mr.  A.  O.  Bray,  Mrs.  Whisenhunt) 

Doxology — Sessions  L.  M Emerson 

Invocation 

Anthem — "Sorrow  Shall  Come  Again  No  More"  Lorenzi 

(Choir 
Scripture  Lesson 

Interlude — "The  Holy  City"  Steven  Adams 

(By  special  request,  Miss  Crater,  Mrs.  Whisenhunt) 

Morning  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  176 — "How  Firm  a  Foundation"  Steele 

(Congregation  Standing) 

Offertory  Solo — "Open  the  Gates  of  the  Temple"  Mrs.  Joseph  F.  Knapp 

(Mr^   James  Bray) 

Sermon — By  Dr.  Charles  E.  Maddry,  Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Missions,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Hymn  No.  91 — "Alas!  and  Did  My  Saviour  Bleed"  Wilson 

Benediction 

Postlude — "Blest  Be  the  Tie"  H.  G.  Naegeli 


OUR  COLLECTION  PLATE  LAST  SUNDAY 

Current  Expenses  (Loose  $3.35 — Envelopes  $115.07)   ^117.42 

To  Retire  Bonds  17.24 

Cooperative   Program   30.78 

Orphanage 6.00 

Local  Poor 1.80 


Total $173.24 
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PROGRAM 

(Mrs.  Eph  Whisenhunt,  Director) 

Processional:  *'The  Old  Rugged  Cros?''  Bonnard 

(The  Choir) 

Doxology:  "Coronation  Hymn"  Oliver  Holden 

(Congregation  Stanilng) 

Invocation 

Response:  ''Softly  Now  the  Light  of  Day"  C.  M.  von  Weber 

(The  Choir) 

Anthem:  "Behold  What  Mannei  of  Love"  Bowdish 

^The  Choir) 

Quartet:  "Day  is  Dying  in  the  West"  Arr.  from  Sherwin 

(Mrs.  Maguire,  Mrs.  Myers,  Mrs.  Norman,  Mrs.  Whisenhunt) 

Chorus   Selected 

(Tl  c  Bray  Family) 

Quartet:  "Lead  Kindly  Light  '  Dykes 

(Martin,  Alexander,  Myers,  Bates) 

Violin  Duet:  "Evening  Dreanxa"  Dancla 

(Miss  Bertele  Lin^^berry  and  Mrs.  Whisenhunt) 

Male  Chorus:  "Hallelujah  for  the  Cross"  McGranahan 

(Messrs.   Alexander,  Martin,   Chappell,   Cockerham,   Burgiss,   Myers, 
Lowery,  Lawrence,  R.  M.  Bates,  C.  T.  Walker  and  Lonnie  Martin) 

Offertory  Duet:  "Aria  from  'Lucrezia  Borgia' ''  Donizetti 

(Virginia  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Whisenhunt) 

Quartet:  "The  Saviour  Calling"    Foster 

(Alexander,  Bates,  Martin,  Myers) 

Anthem:  "The  Voice  of  Jesus" Wilson 

iThe  Ch>ir) 

Male  Chorus:  "Crossing  the  Bar"  Blazley 

Benediction 

Recessional:  "Now  the  Day  is  Over"  Bamby 

(The  Choir) 

CHOIR 

Sopranos 

Mrs.  J.  H.   Beeson  Mrs.   S.   O.   Maguire  j^    j^I    Bates 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Normam  Mrs.  T.   V.   Cockerham 

Miss    Lee    May   Lowery  Miss   Maybert  Wast 

Miss   Willie  Goyer  Miss  Savanah  Guyer  Lonnie   Martin 

AltD  Tenor  Bass 

Mrs.    MiltoQ   Helton  C.   R.    Alexander  W.  T.   Myers 

Mrs.  C.  A.   McNeil  J.   C.   Martin  E.    B.   Lawrence 

Mrs.   H.   G.  Harris  C.    E.   Chappell  C.  Lowery 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Myers  T.  V.   Cockerham  J.   H.   Beeson 

Miss   Nora  L.   Martin  W.   F.   Bureiss  L.   C.  Couch 
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General   Otficers 

Pastor,   Eph  Whisenhunt 
Treasurer,  J.  P.  Ipock 
Clerk,    Miss    Blendon   Byrd 
Bookkeeper,    Miss   Lee   May   Lowery 
Chorister,   Mrs.  J.  H.   Beeson 
Pianist,   Miss   Effie  Crater 
Member   Associated   Charities, 

Eph  Whisenhunt 


Ushers 

L.    M.    Mastin 
W.    W.   Hanks 
J.  L.  Powers 
L.  F.   Walker 
G.  W.  Mastin 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  OFFICERS 


Board    of    Deacons 


C.    A.    Alexander 
J.   H.    AUred 
R.   M.  Bates 
F.   A.   Brendle 
J.  G.  Gilliam 
E.    C.   James 


J.  C.  Martin 
G.  W.  Mastin 
J.  L.  Powers 
W.  F.  Reece 
J.  A.  Somers 
L.  F.  Walker 


Helpers    to    Board 

Mrs.   F.   A.    Brendle       Mrs.   Free  Pardue 
Miss  Ella  Cockerham     Mrs.   S.   T.   Ray 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Lawrence 
Mrs.   H.   G.  Harris 
Mrs.  S.   O.   Maguire 
Mrs.   F.   M.   Norman 


Mrs.    W.   F.   Reece 
Miss    Madge    Russell 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Thurman 
Mrs.   C.  R.   West 


Budget   Committee 

E.   C.  James.   Chrm.      C.   R.   Alexander 

Mrs.   C.  R.   West 


Departmental   Officers 

J.   L.   Pov/ers,   Supt.   Adult  Dept. 
W.    W.    Hanks.    Secretary 
Miss   Lee  M.   Lowery,  Supt.   Inter- 
mediate Dept.   Lonnie  Martin,   Sec. 
Miss   Emma  Cook,   Supt.  Junior   Dept. 
Miss   Mattie   Mae  Powell,  Sec. 


Mrs.  T.   V    Cockerham,   Supt.  Primary   Department 
Miss  Agnes   McDaniels,  Secretary 

Miss   Mary   Maguire,   Supt.   Beginners   Department 
Miss    Villa   Guyer,   Secretary 

Mrs.  Georire  Chatham,  Supt.  Home  Department 
Mrs.  C.  R    West,  Supt.  Cradlr.  Roll  Department 


WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 


Junior  Society 

Y.W.A.  Leader,  Mrs.  T.  V.  Cockerham 
Y.W.A.  President,   Miss  Emma  Cook 
G.A.{ Int.) Leader,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Johnson 
G.A. (Jr.) Leader,  Mrs.  H.  G.  Harris 


Circle   Leaders 


Lottie  Moon — Mrs.  C.  R.  West 
Pearle  Johnson— Mrs.  David  Bxendle 


BAPTIST  YOUNG  PEOPLES  UNION 


Adult  President,  L.  M.   Mastin 
Senior  Pres.,   Miss  Lee,  May  Lowery 
Intermediate  Leaders,   Miss   Effie 

Crater,  C.  R.  Alexander 
Junior  Leader,  Mrs.  C.  E.  West 


Primary  Story  Hour,  Miss  Hazel  Byrd 


I 
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A  great  personal  loss  was  experienced  by  the  Whisenhunts  when 
their  only  child,  a  son,  Yates  Manly,  died  about  1930.  He  had 
suffered  from  diabetes  since  early  childhood.  Again  Pastor 
Whisenhunt  suffered  yet  another  grief  when  Mrs.  Whisenhunt  died 
on  October  5,  1934,  shortly  after  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Edith 
Adair  Whisenhunt.  Later  Mr.  Whisenhunt  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Lawton  of  South  Carolina,  who  had  also  served  on  the  mission 
field  in  China. 

As  stated  earlier,  the  decade  of  the  thirties  brought  many 
changes  to  the  citizenry  of  Elkin,  particularly  from  an 
economical  standpoint.  The  great  depression  years,  resulting 
from  the  stock  market  crash  in  October  1929,  threatened  large 
cities  as  well  as  small  towns.  Banks  closed,  industrial 
employment  fell  sharply,  many  families  did  not  have  a  single 
member  with  a  paying  job.  School  terms  were  reduced  because 
there  was  a  shortage  of  funds  with  which  to  pay  teachers  and 
provide  adequate  heat  and  maintain  school  property.  Elkin 's  main 
industry,  Chatham  Manufacturing  Company,  worked  as  much  as 
possible  to  provide  a  payroll,  but  employees  often  had  only  two 
or  three  days'  work  a  week.  The  Elkin  Furniture  Company  also  was 
on  short  time.  The  Elkin  National  Bank  closed,  leaving  many  with 
no  monetary  resources,  and  many  jobs  were  lost. 

The  church  also  suffered.  Financial  problems  mounted,  but  as 
always  with  great  faith  and  strength,  church  people  persevered. 
The  minutes  of  July  5,  1933,  state,  "Motion  made  and  adopted  that 
T.  G.  Harris,  E.  J.  Freeman  and  T.  A.  Leeper  be  appointed  a 
committee  to  solicit  funds  to  apply  on  note  due  the  Bank  of 
Elkin." 

Minutes  of  November  8,  1933,  read  as  follows:  "On 
recommendation  from  Board  of  Deacons,  motion  made  and  adopted 
that  the  insurance  on  the  pastorium  be  reduced  to  $2,000.00,  or 
fifty  per  cent.  On  recommendation  from  Board  of  Deacons,  motion 
made  and  adopted  that  the  insurance  on  the  church  building  be 
reduced  from  $19,000.00  to  $15,000.00.  Motion  made  and  adopted 
that  the  following  budget  be  adopted  for  the  year  1934: 
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Pastor's  salary  $2,400.00 

J         Building  and  Loan  280.00 

Literature  180.00 

Sexton's  salary  180.00 

Printing  and  postage  25.00 

Repairs  100.00 

Fuel  75.00 

Convention  expenses  60.00 

Lights  45.00 

Envelopes  30.00 

Incidentals  25.00 

Insurance  60.00 

Missions  1,200.00 

Bond  and  Interest  1,300.00 

TOTAL  $5,960.00 

In  spile  of  the  adversities  experienced  by  the  entire 
community,  including  local  church  people,  Pastor  Whisenhunt 
encouraged  the  membership,  provided  comfort  to  those  whose 
hardships  seemed  almost  unbearable  and  set  goals  for  the  years 
ahead.  In  order  to  improve  morale,  regular  social  events  were 
held  by  the  Sunday  School  classes,  BYPU  groups,  and  WMU 
organizations.  Games,      contests      and        singing        provided 

entertainment,  and  refreshments  often  were  nothing  more  than  some 
fruit,  candy  or  cookies  and  maybe  homemade  punch.  Picnics  and 
weiner  roasts,  along  with  watermelon  cuttings  were  enjoyed  in 
warm  weather. 

In  April  1934,  plans  were  made  for  the  church  to  observe  its 
forty-fifth  anniversary  by  giving  a  pageant  and  asking  each 
member  to  bring  an  offering  of  at  least  forty  five  cents  to  clear 
the  church  deficit  of  local  expenses. 

On  Sunday,  May  20,  1934,  impressive  and  appropriate  services 
were  held  in  observance  of  the  forty-fifth  anniversary.  At  the 
morning  hour,  the  pastor  preached  a  most  inspiring  sermon  using 
as  his  text,  "Upon  this  rock,  I  will  build  my  church,"  which  was 
the  same  as  that  used  by  Brother  W.  B.  Woodruff  on  the  day  the 
church  was  organized. 
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"At  the  evening  hour,  a  pageant  picturing  the  organization  of 
the  church,  Sunday  School,  Woman's  Missionary  Society  and  BYPU 
was  presented  to  a  capacity  audience.  The  beautiful  new 
baptistry  given  by  Mrs.  Esther  Ray  in  memory  of  her  late  husband, 
Sam  T.  Ray,  was  dedicated.  An  offering  for  local  expenses  was 
taken." 

Minutes  of  July  10,  1935,  Ust  the  following  officers  and 
teachers  elected  for  the  new  Sunday  School  year: 


Adult  Department 

J.   F.  Moseley,  Superintendent     . 

W.  W.  Hanks,  Secretary 

W.  T.  Myers,  Chorister 

Mrs.  S.  O.  Maguire,  Pianist 

H.  D.  Transou,  Teacher 

E.  C.  James,  Teacher 

Mrs.  C.  N.  Myers,  Teacher 

Mrs.  George  Adams,  Teacher 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Hicks,  Teacher 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Beeson,  Assistant  Teacher 

Young  People's  Department 

Emma  Cooke,  Superintendent 

Garland  Johnson,  Associate  Superintendent 

Lonnie  Martin,  Secretary 

Blendon  Byrd,  Pianist 

L.  M.  Masten,  Chorister 

Mrs.  E.  C.  James,  Teacher 

T.  G.  Harris,  Teacher 

Intermediate  Department 

T.  A.  Leeper,  Sperintendent 
J.  C.  Martin,  Chorister 
Amy  K.  Myers,  Pianist 
J.  C.  Martin,  Secretary 
Tom  Pamell,  Teacher 


33 


Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman,  Teacher 
Jack  Freeman,  Teacher 
Mrs.  T.  W.  Church,  Teacher 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Reinhardt,  Teacher 
Mr.  C.  N.  Myers,  Teacher 


Junior  Department 

Mrs.  Tom  Pamell,  Superintendent 
Jack  Smoot,  Secretary 
Blanch  Myers,  Pianist 
Charles  Alexander,  Chorister 
Jim  Tilley,  Teacher 
R.  L.  Reinhardt,  Teacher 
Mattie  Mae  Powell,  Teacher 
Fred  Harris,  Teacher 
Effie  Crater,  Teacher 
Kathleen  Reece,  Teacher 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Myers,  Teacher 
James  Burcham,  Teacher 

Primary  Department 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Moseley,  Superintendent 
Dorothy  Hampton,  Secretary 
Maude  Masten,  Pianist 
Mrs.  Jack  Smoot,  Teacher 
Velda  Holcomb,  Teacher 
Mary  E.  Harris,  Teacher 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Lawrence,  Teacher 
Mr.  Charles  Young,  Teacher 
Maude  Masten,  Teacher 


Beginner's  Department 

Louise  Transou,  Superintendent 
Una  Norman,  Pianist 
Hoyland  Harris,  Secretary 
Minnie  Ruth  McNeill,  Teacher 
Una  Norman,  Teacher 
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Cradle  Roll  Department 

Lee  Mae  Lowery,  Superintendent 
Martha  Maguire,  Helper 


Home  Department 

Mrs.  Roy  West,  Superintendent 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Harris,  Helper 
Mrs.  George  Chatham,  Helper 
Mrs.F.  A.  Brendle,  Helper 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Reece,  Helper 


On  November  6, 1935,  a  budget  for  1936  was  adopted  as  follows: 


Pastor's  salary 

$2,400.00 

Repairs 

100.00 

Bookkeeper 

90.00 

Convention  expenses 
Pianist 

60.00 
60.00 

Envelopes 

36.00 

Printing  and  postage 

25.00 

For 

Sunday  School: 

Literature 

225.00 

Building  and  Loan 

286.00 

Janitor 

180.00 

Fuel 

100.00 

Hymn  books 

100.00 

Lights 

50.00 

Incidentals 

50.00 

Equipment 

Missions: 

49.00 

Cooperative  Program 

1,200.00 

Bond  and  Interest 

1,180.00 

TOTAL 

• 

$6,191.00 
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The  minutes  of  January  5,  1936  show  the  following    church 
officers  elected  for  1936: 


Church  Fund  Finance  Committee: 

F.  A.  Brendle,  Treasurer 
T.  G.  Harris 
Charles  Alexander 

Bond  and  Interest  Finance  Committee: 

W.  F.  Reece,  Treasurer 

E.  C.  James 
Ira  S.  Gambill 
David  Brendle 

F.  M.  Norman 

Committee  on  Missions: 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Harris,  Treasurer 
Mrs.  Ida  Cockerham 
Gaynell  Phillips 

Clerk:  BlendonByrd 

Sunday  School  and  Orphanage  Finance  Committee: 

L.  G.  Baker,  Treasurer 

S.  E.  Newman  (Orphanage  Promoter) 

Garland  Johnson 

Ushers: 

Odell  Lawrence  (Head  Usher) 
W.  W.  Hanks 
Lonnie  Martin 
Walter  Minish 
Charles  Harris 

Pianist:  Miss  Effie  Crater 

Music  Committee: 

Miss  Effie  Crater,  Chairman 
Mrs.  C.  N.  Myers 
Mr.  J.  C.  Martin 
Mr.  W.T.Myers 
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Deacons: 

F.  A.  Brendle 
E.  J.  Freeman 
W.  W.  Hanks 
S.  E.  Newman 
Walter  Minish 


The  Sunday  School  became  a  standard  school  through  the  efforts 
of  the  pastor  along  with  Earl  C.  James  and  Lonnie  F.  Walker  and 
many  loyal  teachers  and  Sunday  School  leaders.  The  associational 
minutes  for  1937  show  a  Sunday  School  enrollment  of  540  with  50 
teachers.  Others  who  were  active  in  teaching  and  in  Sunday 
School  work  during  this  period  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Reinhardt, 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman,  J.  F.  Moseley,  Mrs.  E.  C.  James,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  N.  Myers,  Miss  Emma  Cooke,  Miss  Blendon  Byrd,  T.  G.  Harris, 
Jake  Jones,  James  Burcham,  T.A.  Leeper,  Mattie  Mae  Powell,  Mrs. 
H.  G.  Harris,  Lonnie  Martin,  C.  R.  Alexander,  and  many,  many 
others  who  were  diligent  workers.  A  strong  missions  program  was 
also  promoted  by  Reverend  Whisenhunt. 

In  1937  an  organ  was  presented  to  the  church  by  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Lawrence  and  her  daughters,  Virginia  and  Edwina,  in  memory  of  the 
late  E.  B.  Lawrence  who  had  been  a  faithful  and  active  member  of 
the  church.  This  was  the  first  pipe  organ  for  the  church.  Miss 
Effie  Crater,  who  had  played  the  piano  for  church  services  for 
many  years,  soon  was  playing  the  organ,  having  had  some 
instruction  from  the  company  selling  the  organ  and  from  a  local 
organist  at  the  Methodist  Church.  Sometime  later  an  addition  of 
chimes  to  the  organ  was  presented  in  memory  of  Mr.  F.A.  Brendle 
by  his  family. 
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THE 
FIRS?         tiAPTIST         CHURCH 
Rph   Whisenhunt,    Pastor 
Eikin,    N.     C. 


Sunday,    October   10,    19  57. 

IN      M   E    M   0   R   :  A    M 
EDGAR      B    0  II  N   S    0   N      LAWRENCE 
(1693-1934,: 

Church  Builder 
Honest   Citizen 
Reliable   Neigh'r.or 
Inspiring  LisLener 
Studious    Tea  Che.- 
Timely   Tither 
Inquiring  Disciple 
Amiable   Friend 
Noble   Deacon 

WE      DEDICATE 

The  Everett  Organ,  a  gift  frorr.  the  be- 
loved family,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Lawrence, 
Misses  Virginia  and  Edwina  Lawrence,  to 
the  memory  of  their  husband  and  father, 
and  to  the  glory  of  God. 


"Sweet  is  the  solemn  voice  that  calls 
The  Christian  to  the  House  of  prayer; 
I  love  to  stand  within  its  walls, 
For  Thou,  C  Lord,  art  present  there." 
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Mr.  Brendle,  who  died  in  1937,  his  wife,  Mrs.  Flora  Brendle, 
their  daughter,  Mattie,  and  son,  David,  had  been  active 
participants  in  church  programs  and  regularly  worshipped.  Being 
an  able  business  man  in  Elkin,  Mr.  Brendle  wisely  assisted  with 
the  financial  program  as  well  as  serving  as  a  deacon  and  in  other 
rolls  of  leadership. 

Vacation  Bible  School,  a  program  which  has  been  maintained 
with  regularity  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years,  had  its 
beginning  during  Pastor  Whisenhunt's  years.  According  to  records 
of  the  church  on  June  10,  1936,  a  Miss  Griggs  of  Shelby  was 
invited  to  superintend  a  daily  Vacation  Bible  School  for  two 
weeks.  The  enrollment  was  174  with  an  average  attendance  of  112. 
Evangelistic  opportunities  were  encouraged.  (Statistics  prove 
that  VBS  is  an  effective  tool  to  reach  and  teach  children.  As 
pupils  encounter  the  gospel  and  experience  Christian  ministry 
through  intense  Bible  study,  they  have  opportunities  to  respond 
to  the  Holy  Spirit's  direction.  This  beginning  has  had  far- 
reaching  effects  through  the  years  in  the  lives  of  children  and 
young  people.) 

The  following  deacons  served  during  the  Whisenhunt  years  (some 
rotating  off  and  on  the  Board  from  time  to  time),  aiding  the 
pastor  with  positive  attitudes  to  create  a  good  church  fellowship 
and  spiritual  growth: 

C.  R.  Alexander  E.  B.  Lawrence 

J.  H.  Allred  Odell  Lawrence 

C.  LBoger  J.C.Martin 

W.  L.  Bostic  Lonnie  Martin 

David  Brendle  L.  M.  Masten 

F.  A.  Brendle  Weaver  Masten 

James  Burcham  Walter  Minish  (resigned) 

R.  G.  Dorsett  J.  F.  Moseley 

Jack  Freeman  C.  N.  Myers 

Gumey  Hampton  T.  L.  Pamell 

W.  W.  Hanks  J.  L.  Powers 

Fred  Harris  W.F.Reece 

T.  G.  Harris  R.  L.  Reinhardt 

G.  L.  Hill  H.  D.  Transou 
E.C.James  L.F.Walker 
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Garland  Johnson  I.  C.  Yates 

J.  R.  Johnson  (resigned) 

At  a  conference  on  January  7,  1931,  the  church  adopted  a 
resolution  of  respect  for  Brother  John  G.  Gilliam  (father  of  Reece, 
Wade,  Jim  and  Raymond  Gilliam),  who  had  resigned  from  the 
Diaconate  because  of  his  health,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  Brother  John  G.  Gilliam  has  been  for  a  number  of 
years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Deacons  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Elkin  and  has  tendered  his  resignation  because  of 
physical  inability  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  and; 

Whereas,  the  church  in  conference  assembled  has  accepted  the 
resignation  and  appointed  the  undersigned  a  Committee  to  draft 
resolutions  of  respect; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved. 

That  in  the  resignation  of  Brother  John  G.  Gilliam  the  Elkin 
Baptist  Church  is  deprived  of  the  wise  counsel  of  this  faithful 
member  and  the  Board  of  Deacons  misses  the  cooperation  and 
loyalty  which  Brother  Gilliam  at  all  times  displayed  while  a 
member  of  the  Board,  and; 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  members  of  our  church, 
individually  and  collectively,  join  in  a  petition  to  our  Heavenly 
Father,  that,  if  it  be  His  Will,  Brother  Gilliam  may  be  speedily 
restored  to  health  and  our  church  again  have  the  benefit  of 
Brother  Gilliam's  active  participation  in  our  church  life,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
published  in  our  church  bulletin,  a  copy  spread  on  the  minutes 
of  the  church  record  and  a  copy  forwarded  to  Brother  Gilliam. 
This  the  1 1th  day  of  December,  1930. 

Thomas  G.  Harris 
Earl  C.  James 

Committee  on  Resolutions 
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Trustees  who  served  at  various  times  during  the  Whisenhunt 
pastorate  were  W.  F.  Reece,  Dr.  I.  S.  Gambill,  F.  M.  Norman,  E. 
C.  James,  and  David  Brendle.  Financial  committee  members  were 
Garland  Johnson,  David  Brendle,  E.  C.  James,  Mrs.  C.  N.  Myers,  W. 
F.  Reece,  T.  A.  Leeper,  J.  F.  Moseley,  F.A.  Brendle,  C.  N.  Myers 
and  L.F.Walker. 


The  following  church  officers  and  committees  were  elected  to 
serve  during  the  year  1939: 

General  Treasurer  -  L.  F.  Walker 
Mission  Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Sam  Ray 
Church  Clerk  -  Willie  Guyer 
Bookkeeper  -  Lee  May  Lowery 
Associated  Charities  -  Eph  Whisenhunt 
Sunday  School  Superintendent  -  T.  A.  Leeper 
Sunday  School  Treasurer  -  S.  E.  Newman 
B.Y.P.U.  Director  -  Estelle  Cockerham 
Choir  Director  -  Mrs.  J.  H.  Beeson 
Organist  -  Effie  Crater 

Junior  Choir  Director  -  Mrs.  Beatrice  Phillips 
Prayer  Meeting  Pianist  -  Dorothy  Mastin 
Girl  Scout  Leader  -  Mrs.  Glenn  Lewis 
Music  Committee  -  J.  C.  Martin,  C.  R.  Alexander,  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Reinhardt 
Ushers:  W.  W.  Hanks,  Chairman,  Lonnie  Martin,  Walter  Minish,  Jack 
Freeman,  Lawrence  Walls,  Glenn  Lewis,  S.  E.  Newman,  Fred 
Mastin. 

Minutes  of  May  26,  1938,  are  as  follows:  "On  motion  properly 
made  and  seconded,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  accept  the  gift  of 
beautiful  pulpit  furniture  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  L.  Hill."  The 
old  furniture  was  given  to  Bessie's  Chapel  Church.  The  Hills  had 
moved  to  Elkin  and  joined  First  Baptist  Church  on  April  18,  1937, 
and  during  subsequent  years  served  the  church  faithfully  in  many 
ways-Mr.  Hill  as  Sunday  School  Superintendent  for  several  years, 
as  deacon,  member  of  pulpit  committees  and  church  building 
committee,  to  name  a  few  positions  he  held.  Mrs.  Hill  was  active 
in  Sunday  School  and  WMU  and  both  often  visited  among  the 
membership,  the  sick,  elderly  and  newcomers  to  the  town. 
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Church  minutes  also  record  the  church's  acquisition  of  a 
picture  of  Elder  Billy  Woodruff  and  his  wife.  Minutes  of  April 
24,  1940,  reveal  that  Miss  Estelle  Cockerham  presented  the 
picture  to  the  church,  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  her  mother,  the 
late  Mrs.  Ida  Cockerham.  Elder  Woodruff  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  church.  A  committee  composed  of  Charlie  Alexander,  W.  S. 
Beddingfield  and  Mattie  Mae  Powell  was  appointed  to  secure  a 
bronze  inscription  to  be  placed  under  the  picture  in  the  prayer 
meeting  room. 

In  1938  the  deacons  recommended  that  the  church  sponsor  a  Girl 
Scout  troop  and  Boy  Scout  troop  provided  suitable  leaders  could 
be  found.  On  May  8,  1939,  Garland  Johnson  was  elected  Boy  Scout 
leader.  Later  in  the  year,  Mrs.  Glenn  Lewis  was  elected  Girl 
Scout  leader.  This  marked  the  beginning  of  troops  sponsored  by 
the  church,  and  many  boys  and  girls  became  members  and  the  troops 
remained  active  for  many  years  to  come. 

On  April  21,  1940,  Mr.  Whisenhunt  asked  the  church  to  release 
him  so  that  he  might  become  pastor  of  another  church-First 
Baptist  in  Norton,  Virginia.  Thirteen  years  of  firuitful  service 
to  First  Baptist  by  Eph  Whisenhunt  were  ending  with  his  departure 
to  a  new  field  of  service,  but  the  results  of  this  tireless, 
hard-working,  God-loving  servant  of  Christ  live  on  in  the  lives 
of  the  members  of  this  church  and  the  community  to  the  glory  of 
God.  A  resolution  was  adopted  on  May  15,  1940,  which  reads  in 
part: 

WHEREAS,  our  church  has  grown  in  number  and  in  unity 
under  the  leadership  of  our  Pastor;  our  Pastor  was  called  to 
a  church  burdened  with  a  heavy  debt;  he  came  to  a  church 
having  no  sound  financial  policy;  he  goes  to  other  fields 
leaving  a  church  with  its  building  debt  paid  in  full,  a  sound 
financial  policy  in  force  and  a  united  membership  forty  per 
cent  greater  in  numbers  than  when  he  came  to  this  field. 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Elkin,  North  Carolina,  through  its  duly 
constituted  Resolution  Committee,  that  the  going  of  our 
Pastor  means   a   loss   for  our  town,  our  church,   our 
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community  and  association  and  our  State;... Our  prayers  and 
good  wishes  will  go  with  him  and  with  his  companion  and 
little  daughter  and  we  bespeak  for  him  in  his  new  field  the 
continued  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  all  that  our  Pastor 
undertakes  to  do  in  His  name. 
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PART  TWO 

A  New  Era 
1940-1970 
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CHAPTERS 

YEARS  OF  WAR  AND  CHANGE 

Early  in  1940,  the  officers  and  directors  of  Chatham  Manufacturing 
Company  announced  that  their  Winston-Salem  operation  would  be 
consolidated  with  the  Elkin  plant.  This  resulted  in  an  economic  boom 
for  the  town  and  community.  Additional  plant  faciUties  were 
constructed,  affording  increased  employment  along  with  the  transition 
of  many  Chatham  employees  to  the  Elkin- Jonesville  area  to  reside. 
Many  bought  or  built  new  homes. 

All  the  community  churches  responded  to  the  coming  of  so  many  new 
residents.  First  Baptist  immediately  initiated  steps  to  welcome  the 
newcomers  inviting  them  to  attend  and  unite  with  the  fellowship  of 
First  Baptist.  Several  special  events  of  entertainment  were  planned 
and  invitations  extended  to  the  new  Chatham  employees.  Over  a  period 
of  several  months  many  new  members  were  added  to  the  church  roll  by 
transfer  of  letter,  statement  or  baptism. 

The  net  result  of  this  increase  in  membership  has  been  the  active 
participation  and  support  of  the  local  church  throughout  the  following 
years  even  to  the  present  time  by  the  number  who  united  with  First 
Baptist.  Churches  of  other  denominations  have  experienced  the  same 
benefits  from  the  Chatham  transferees,  proving  their  loyalty  to  the 
cause  of  Christ  as  well  as  their  dependability  and  loyalty  to  their 
employer.  Throughout  the  subsequent  years,  Chatham  Manufacturing 
Company  has  remained  a  strong  textile  industry  with  sound  executive 
leadership.  The  local  area  has  been  the  beneficiary  of  the  generosity 
of  the  family  and  industry.  In  practically  every  project  undertaken 
in  the  community,  whether  church,  education,  recreation,  health  care, 
or  various  causes,  the  Chatham  hand  was  felt,  often  in  a  quiet 
unassuming  manner. 

After  the  resignation  of  the  Reverend  Whisenhunt,  a  pulpit 
committee  was  named,  composed  ofE.  C.James,  Chairman,  T.  A.  Leeper, 
Garland  Johnson,  L.  F.  Walker  and  Mrs.  C.  N.  Myers.  On  June  16, 1940, 
a  call  was  extended  to  Reverend  Stephen  Morrisett  to  become  pastor. 
He  served  until  September,  1945,  when  he  left  to  go  to  Gardner- Webb 
College  to  become  Head  of  the  Department  of  Religion. 
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Mr.  Momsett  was  bom  in  Scotland  Neck,  North  Carolina.  He  spent 
his  early  years  in  Winston-Salem  where  he  graduated  from  Reynolds  High 
School.  He  pursued  a  liberal  arts  course  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  for  two  and  one-half  years  studied  piano  at  Curtis 
Institute  in  Philadelphia.  He  also  studied  at  Columbia  University  in 
New  York  where  he  received  his  B.S.  degree,  and  studied  with  Otto 
Kinkerdey  at  Cornell  University,  receiving  his  M. A.  in  Musicology.  He 
spent  two  years  at  The  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  and  upon 
graduating  with  a  Th.M.  degree,  came  to  First  Baptist  in  Elkin. 

Morrisett  was  an  effective  preacher  and  an  excellent  Bible  teacher. 
He  captured  his  congregation  with  his  Biblical  teachings,  especially 
at  Wednesday  evening  prayer  services  when  he  would  teach  Scripture 
from  the  various  books  of  the  Bible.  He  led  the  people  in  an  enlarged 
church  program  in  spite  of  his  pastorate  being  during  the  years  of 
World  War  II  when  so  many  of  our  people  were  away  in  service  or 
engaged  in  defense  work  for  our  country.  During  this  period  the 
membership  was  closely  knit. 

Much  priority  was  given  by  the  Reverend  Morrisett  to  the  young  men 
entering  service,  and  the  families  of  the  service  men  and  women  were 
given  spiritual  support  by  the  pastor,  and  especially  in  times  of 
grief  and  sorrow  when  death  notices  arrived,  or  notices  of  missing  in 
action  or  wounded  in  action.  The  entire  congregation  on  the  homefront 
tried  as  hard  as  possible  to  comfort  and  support  relatives,  friends 
and  church  members,  and  many  wrote  letters  to  those  serving  overseas 
or  on  assignments  in  the  United  States.  Eighty-eight  young  men  and 
women  holding  membership  in  First  Baptist  Church  served  in  the  armed 
forces  during  World  War  II. 

Due  to  scarcity  of  fuel  at  this  time,  the  Training  Union  met  in 
homes  of  members  part  of  the  time.  Also,  during  the  winter  months, 
the  evening  hour  of  worship  was  eliminated  and  replaced  by  vesper 
services  held  at  5:00  p.m. 

Thomas  Reece,  the  son  of  Reverend  D.  G.  Reece,  a  well-known  Baptist 
minister  in  Jonesville,  served  as  an  assistant  to  the  pastor  for  a 
period  of  time.  Later  he  became  an  ordained  Baptist  minister  and  has 
served  many  churches  in  North  Carolina. 
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Miss  Addie  Davis  of  Covington,  Virginia,  was  elected  as  the  first 
Educational  Director  on  September  2,  1942,  and  she  served  until 
December  31,1943.  Subsequent  to  her  ministry  in  Elkin,  Miss  Davis 
became  an  ordained  Baptist  minister.  Later  in  September  1944,  Miss 
Ellen  Daniel  was  elected  to  serve  as  a  pastor's  assistant. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrisett  were  accomplished  and  talented 
musicians.  He  often  played  the  organ,  and  she  directed  the  choir. 
Their  interest  in  music  was  recognized  not  only  in  improved  church 
music,  but  by  the  community  at  large.  The  organ  which  had  been 
presented  to  the  church  by  Mrs.  E.  B.  Lawrence  and  her  daughters, 
Virginia  and  Edwina,  in  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  E.  B.  Lawrence  was  sold 
for  $  1 ,1 50.00  and  a  new  pipe  organ  was  purchased  for  $2,500.00.  This 
organ  continued  in  use  until  December,  1975,  when  a  new  Zimmer  four 
manual  pipe  organ  was  installed. 

This  writer  recalls  vividly  the  morning  of  May  8,  1945,  V-E  Day, 
when  World  War  II  ended  in  Europe.  Businesses  closed  for 
approximately  an  hour,  and  the  townspeople  assembled  in  the  church  on 
Main  Street  for  a  service  of  Thanksgiving.  For  thirty  minutes  or 
more.  Reverend  Morrisett  played  organ  music  for  meditation  and  then 
led  the  people  in  a  quiet,  reverent  and  meaningful  service  of 
Thanksgiving  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  Europe  and  the  return 
of  many  of  our  fighting  men  to  their  homes. 

Many  young  men  of  Elkin  and  the  surrounding  area  gave  their  lives 
in  this  conflict;  many  others  suffered  wounds.  Those  from  First 
Baptist  who  made  the  supreme  gift  of  life  were  E.  C.  (Jimmy)  James, 
Jr.,  United  States  Army  Air  Force,  on  January  18,  1944  in  a  plane 
crash  in  the  United  States;  Russell  Hampton,  Army,  who  was  declared 
missing  in  action  for  many  months  before  a  final  confirmation  of  his 
death  when  his  ship  was  sunk  in  action  off  the  Italian  Coast  on 
January  26,  1944;  Pfc.  James  Powers,  Army,  died  in  the  European 
Theatre  on  October  6,  1944;  I.  S.  (Sam)  Gambill,  Jr.,  Army,  died  in 
the  European  Theatre  on  February  12, 1945;  and  Herman  Sale,  United 
States  Naval  Air  Corps,  died  on  September  12,  1945.  Families  within 
the  church  lost  sons  who  were  not  members  of  the  church,  namely:  the 
E.  L.  Byrds  lost  their  son.  Lieutenant  James  Byrd,  Army  Quartermaster 
Corps,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  church  until  a  short  time  before 
entering  service,  on  September  13, 1944  and  Mrs.  Brancy  Luffman  lost  a 
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young  son,  Samuel,  United  States  Army,  in  the  Pacific  Theatre,  exact 
date  of  death  unknown. 

While  the  nation  was  engaged  in  war,  many  of  the  church  people  left 
their  homes  to  assume  jobs  in  war  time  work.  Although  the  church  knew 
that  many  of  its  members  serving  in  the  armed  forces  might  not  return 
home,  it  looked  with  optimism  to  the  future  and  its  ministry  ahead. 

The  pastor.  Reverend  Morrisett,  keenly  felt  the  need  for  acquiring 
land  upon  which  to  build  a  new  church.  Realizing  this  need  and 
knowing  of  the  ability  of  one  of  his  brother  pastors  in  Elkin  in 
church  building,  Mr.  Morrisett  discussed  this  matter  with  Reverend  O. 
V.  Caudill,  who  was  the  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Elkin  at 
that  time.  Mr.  Caudill  was  known  throughout  the  Southern  Presbytery 
for  his  ability  in  church  building  and,  at  that  time,  was  a  member  of 
the  Building  and  Planning  Committee  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
South.  Mr.  Morrisett  visited  with  Mr.  Caudill  and  told  him  of  the 
need  for  First  Baptist  Church  to  provide  larger  facilities  and  asked 
that  he  look  about  town  and  see  if  he  would  suggest  a  desirable 
location. 

Mr.  Caudill  stated  that  he  drove  about  town  and  looked  at  various 
possible  sites,  and  on  a  Saturday  he  met  Mr.  Morrisett  on  the  street 
and  suggested  to  him  that  they  get  some  weiners  and  Pepsi-Colas  and  go 
out  in  the  woods  for  a  little  stroll.  They  did  so,  cooked  the 
weiners,  and  after  eating  he  mentioned  that  the  R.  M.  Chatham  property 
facing  Gwyn  Avenue  and  East  Market  Street  might  be  acquired  for 
$15,000.00  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  the  most  desirable  lot  for 
church  property  within  the  city  hmits.  He  suggested  that  the  church 
should  get  an  option  on  this  property  without  delay.  The  following 
Wednesday  night,  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  church,  and  shortly 
afterwards  the  property  was  acquired.  The  church  is  indebted  to  both 
Mr.  Caudill  (although  this  fact  is  not  generally  known  by  the  people) 
and  to  Mr.  Morrisett  for  their  far-reaching  vision  in  the  growth  and 
development  of  The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Elkin. 

Negotiations  began  with  the  Chatham  family  and,  on  January  7, 1945, 
a  special  meeting  of  the  church  was  held  following  the  morning  worship 
service.  It  was  announced  to  the  church  in  this  meeting  that  the  R. 
M.  Chatham  homeplace  and  a  seventy-five  foot  lot  adjoining  the 
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property  belonging  to  Hugh  Hill  Chatham  could  be  purchased  for  the  sum 
of  $26,750.00,  and  that  the  Chatham  Foundation  would  donate  $10,000.00 
on  the  purchase  price.  The  church  voted  overwhelmingly  to  accept  the 
offer  to  purchase  the  property  at  that  price.  Plans  were  soon  made 
for  securing  funds  with  which  to  pay  for  the  property,  and  a  loan  was 
secured  from  The  Bank  of  Elkin. 

At  a  regular  church  conference  on  January  10,  1945,  the  Finance 
Committee,  composed  of  L.  F.  Walker,  T.  L.  Pamell  and  James  Burcham, 
made  the  following  recommendation  in  regard  to  financing  the  purchase 
of  the  Chatham  property: 

l.That  the  bonds  of  $5,800.00  be  left  until  maturity  date. 

2.To  make  a  special  effort  to  raise  all  of  the  money  possible 
between  the  present  time  and  March  1, 1945,  and  at  that  time  to  borrow 
the  remainder  of  the  money  due  at  3%  and  pay  for  the  property  in  full. 

3. To  send  out  pledge  cards  to  all  members  so  that  pledges  can  be 
secured  on  this  matter. 

4. To  use  all  loose  collections  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the 
indebtedness. 

On  February  21,  1945,  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  church 
empowering  the  Trustees  to  borrow  in  the  name  of  the  church  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $14,000.00  from  The  Bank  of  Elkin  at  an  interest  rate  of 
two  percent  per  annum,  and  that  a  note  and  a  deed  of  trust  upon  all 
the  property  purchased  be  signed  by  its  proper  officers.  Thus,  the 
implementation  of  the  financial  program  began,  as  the  congregation 
looked  for  a  convenient  time  in  the  near  future  for  the  erection  of  an 
attractive  building. 

There  were  many  deacons  serving  during  the  years  1940-1945  of 
Stephen  Morrisett's  pastorate.  This  support  group  ably  assisted  in 
the  decisions  of  purchasing  property  upon  which  to  construct  a  new 
church  facility  and  pastor's  residence,  and  led  in  studying  and 
planning  for  the  financial  needs  of  the  proposed  building  program  in 
the  future.  As  well,  they  provided  invaluable  assistance  during  the 
interim  period  following  Morrisett*s  ministry,  and  to  the  new  incoming 
pastor.  The  following  deacons  ably  served  during  Morrisett's 
ministry: 
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Charlie  Alexander  E.  C.  James 

W.  S.  Beddingfield  Garland  Johnson 

C.  I.  Boger  Odell  Lawrence 

W.L.  Bostic  T.  A.Leeper 

David  Brendle  Glenn  Lewis 

James  Burcham  Lonnie  Martin 

W.H.  Combs  L.M.Mastin 

R.  G.  Dorsette  S.E.Newman 

E.  J.  Freeman  T.  L.  Pamell 

G.L.Hampton  R.  L.  Reinhardt 

W.  W.  Hanks  O.  K.  Richardson 

Fred  Harris  L.F.Walker 

T.G.Harris  L  C.  Yates 

G.L.Hill  Charlie  Young 

Following  the  resignation  of  Reverend  Stephen  Morrisett,  a 
pulpit  committee  consisting  of  G.  L.  Hill,  Chairman,  R.  L. 
Reinhardt,  W.  S.  Beddingfield,  Miss  Roxie  Bowen,  and  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Norman  was  appointed  to  secure  a  new  pastor.  On  Sunday,  October 
7,  1945,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Hill  recommended  that 
Reverend  Howard  J.  Ford,  who  was  then  currently  serving  the 
Wilkesboro  Baptist  Church,  be  extended  a  call  to  become  pastor, 
which  he  accepted. 

A  native  of  Alexander  County,  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Ford  was  the 
grandson  of  a  well-known  Baptist  minister,  the  Reverend  J.  P. 
Gwaltney,  who,  after  serving  in  the  War  Between  the  States,  preached 
for  over  fifty  years  in  rural  churches  in  Alexander,  Wilkes,  Caldwell 
and  Iredell  counties.  Mr.  Ford  was  a  graduate  of  Hiddenite  High 
School,  Wake  Forest  College,  and  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Lucille  Smith,  and  they  had  three 
children,  Linda,  John  and  Virginia. 

On  Sunday,  November  18, 1945,  Reverend  Howard  J.  Ford  preached  his 
first  sermon  at  First  Baptist.  Under  his  able  leadership  the  church 
grew  and  much  progress  was  made.  Having  acquired  the  property  for  a 
new  church  building,  the  church  made  plans  for  an  increased  effort  in 
giving,  looking  toward  the  building  of  a  new  pastorium  on  the  property 
and  a  new  and  adequate  church  plant. 

Early  in  his  ministry.  Reverend  Ford  implemented  plans  for 
organizing  a  Baptist  Training  Union  which  had  disbanded  during  the  war 


52 


years  because  many  of  the  congregation  could  not  attend  different 
services.  He  also  appointed  a  committee  to  work  up  prayer  meeting 
attendance  with  Garland  Johnson  as  Chairman. 

In  cooperation  with  the  local  Ministerial  Association,  plans  were 
made  in  January,  1947,  for  a  town-wide  religious  census  to  be  made 
jointly  with  the  Elkin-Jonesville  churches,  for  a  week's  emphasis  on 
visitation,  and  for  simultaneous  revivals  to  be  held  in  each  of  the 
churches  in  Elkin  during  the  week  of  April  7, 1946.  Reverend  Noland 
Benfield  of  Hickory  accepted  an  invitation  to  lead  the  revival  at 
First  Baptist.  During  this  revival  there  were  eighteen  additions. 

Miss  Ellen  Daniel  served  as  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Ford  until  her 
resignation  on  September  22,  1946.  Thereafter  a  committee 
composed  of  G.  L.  Hill,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman,  Reverend  Ford,  Miss 
Mattie  Mae  Powell  and  R.  L.  Reinhardt  began  seeking  another 
educational  director  and  pastor's  assistant.  In  October,  1947, 
Miss  Eyra  Dell  Petree  was  chosen  for  this  position.  Because  of 
poor  health,  she  resigned  in  January,  1949.  Miss  Cathey  Leeper 
was  employed  to  assist  in  the  church  office. 

Many  people  were  returning  to  Elkin  following  the  end  of  World 
War  II~service  men,  some  with  new  wives  and  children,  and  others 
who  had  returned  from  jobs  in  defense  industries,  as  well  as  new 
people  coming  into  the  community  to  reside.  At  almost  every 
Sunday  church  service,  there  were  additions  to  the  church.  A  new 
emphasis  on  spirituality  seemed  to  prevail  following  the  war 
years  with  people  eager  to  have  a  church  home  and  participate  in 
church  programs. 

During  the  entire  period  of  service  at  First  Baptist,  Reverend 
Ford's  deep  commitment  was  winning  souls  to  Christ.  In  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  extensive  building  program  and  raising 
necessary  funds  to  carry  on  this  project  took  a  great  deal  of  his 
time,  his  evangelistic  messages  brought  many  into  the  church.  He 
followed  up  with  new  members  being  enlisted  in  Sunday  School, 
Bible  study,  and  training  programs  for  the  youth  of  the  church  on 
through  all  age  groups.  He  visited  regularly  among  prospective 
members  and  with  the  sick,  shut-ins  and  aged  of  the  congregation, 
and  he  encouraged  and  helped  organize  visitation  groups.  There 
was  good  response  by  many  in  the  church  to  the  visitation 
programs. 
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helped  organize  visitation  groups.  There  was  good  response  by  many  in 
the  church  to  the  visitation  programs. 

For  many  years  a  printed  order  of  worship  was  provided  for  the 
Sunday  services,  and  from  time  to  time  a  newsletter  was  mailed 
out.  It  was  very  helpful  in  keeping  the  local  members  informed 
of  forthcoming  events  of  the  Sunday  School,  BTU,  WMU,  Deacon 
meetings,  financial  reports  and  other  newsworthy  items  of 
interest.  During  the  period  of  1949-1950,  a  contest  was  held  to 
select  a  name  for  the  newsletter.  Mildred  Freeman,  who  was  an 
active  member,  especially  with  the  choirs,  submitted  the  name 
"THE  BAPTIST  HERALD. "  This  name  was  chosen,  and  she  received  an 
award  for  naming  the  paper  which  was  published  monthly.  Later  it 
was  published  weekly  and  mailed  to  the  local  membership. 

As  mentioned  earher,  great  emphasis  was  placed  on  attendance 
at  Wednesday  evening  prayer  services.  Particular  emphasis  was 
placed  upon  deacons,  Sunday  School  officers  and  teachers,  WMU 
leaders  and  training  union  leaders  for  their  presence  and 
participation  in  prayer  meeting,  an  event  characterized  by 
genuine  PRAYER  TIME.  Howard  Ford  believed  in  seeking  God's 
guidance  in  every  phase  of  the  church  life.  Specific  needs  were 
mentioned  at  prayer  services,  and  he  called  for  voluntary 
prayers  as  well  as  asking  certain  people  to  pray  for  designated 
needs.  Before  each  revival  meeting,  much  time  was  spent  in 
prayer  for  God's  direction  and  in  soul  winning.  Group  prayer 
meetings  were  held  in  homes  in  group  areas  throughout  the 
community,  and  visitation  was  encouraged  to  seek  out  those  not 
attending,  the  lost,  and  new  residents  in  the  community. 

Annual  revival  meetings  were  held.  In  1947,  Reverend  C.  C. 
Holland,  a  well-known  Baptist  minister  from  Statesville,  led  the 
services.  Seven  candidates  for  baptism  were  received  as  well  as  a 
number  by  letter.  Reverend  C.  S.  Norville  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  and 
a  former  pastor  of  First  Baptist,  was  the  visiting  minister  for  the 
annual  revival  in  1948.  Reverend  O.  W.  Yates,  of  Georgetown, 
Kentucky,  was  guest  minister  for  revival  services  in  1949  at  which 
time  eighteen  new  members  were  received.  Reverend  Charles  B.  Howard, 
of  Buie's  Creek,  North  Carolina,  led  in  revival  services  in  1950.  He 
had  formerly  preached  during  the  annual  meeting  some  years  before. 
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"A  glorious  and  heart- warming  revival  meeting  was  held  during  the 
week  of  April  1-8,  1951,  this  being  the  time  set  aside  for  the 
Simultaneous  Evangelistic  Crusade  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Our  own  Pastor  brought  the  messages 
during  the  meeting,  all  of  which  were  deeply  spiritual  and  well 
received"  (from  minute  book  under  date  of  April  1-8,  1951).  There 
were  forty-four  additions  to  the  church-thirty  for  baptism  and 
fourteen  by  letter. 

Again  in  the  spring  of  1952,  Reverend  James  S.  Potter,  Pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Statesville,  led  in  revival  services  and,  during 
the  meeting,  fourteen  came  into  the  church-ten  as  candidates  for 
baptism  and  four  by  letter  or  statement. 

Revival  services  were  held  during  the  week  of  March  15-22,  1953, 
with  Reverend  R.  K.  Benfield,  Pastor  of  First  Baptist,  Hickory,  North 
Carolina,  bringing  the  messages.  During  this  time,  twelve  were 
received  upon  profession  of  faith  and  seven  by  letter  or  statement. 

The  building  fund  of  the  church  continued  to  grow  with  the  hope 
that  construction  of  a  new  church  as  well  as  a  pastor's  home  could 
begin  on  the  property  which  had  been  recently  acquired.  At  a  meeting 
on  May  5,  1946,  the  church  voted  to  sell  a  tract  of  land  lying 
immediately  west  of  the  present  building  for  $5500.00,  and  the  tract 
lying  to  the  north  of  the  church  building  for  $4500.00.  The  purchaser 
of  the  western  tract  agreed  to  pay  $4500.00  and  to  make  a  gift  of 
$1000.00  to  the  building  fund.  Likewise,  the  purchaser  of  the 
northern  tract  agreed  to  pay  $3000.00  and  make  a  gift  of  $1500.00  to 
the  building  fund.  In  August,  1946,  the  church  directed  the  Trustees 
to  sell  the  parsonage  property  at  the  comer  of  Spring  and  Church 
streets  for  the  sum  of  $6500.00. 

On  March  10,  1948,  plans  were  approved  for  the  building  of  a  new 
pastorium.  This  beautiful  home  located  on  Gwyn  Avenue,  facing  south 
overlooking  the  site  of  the  proposed  new  church  plant,  was  begun  and 
first  occupied  by  the  pastor  and  his  family  in  the  early  summer  of 
1949.  The  approximate  cost  of  this  home  was  around  $3 1 ,000.00.  The 
building  committee  was  composed  of  Dr.  M.  O.  Fox,  Chairman,  Miss 
Mattie  Mae  Powell,  Miss  Lois  McKnight,  I.  C.  Yates,  R.  L.  Reinhardt, 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman  and  Glenn  Lewis. 
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With  continued  steady  growth  in  church  membership  and  increase  in 
Sunday  School  enrollment,  the  old  church  building  was  bulging  at  its 
seams.  Every  available  "nook  and  crannie"  within  the  building  was  in 
use  for  Sunday  School  classes.  Partitions  were  placed  in  every 
available  room  which  could  be  divided.  Several  classes  met  in 
adjoining  buildings.  The  law  offices  of  W.  M.  Allen,  which  he  made 
available,  as  well  as  some  upstairs  offices  he  owned  across  the 
street,  were  put  into  use.  Classes  were  also  held  in  the  Lawrence  Dry 
Cleaner  plant,  and  some  met  in  the  church  sanctuary.  It  was  readily 
apparent  that  there  was  an  urgent  need  for  a  new  church  plant. 

A  building  and  planning  committee  composed  of  L.  F.  Walker, 
Chairman, Dr.  M.  O.  Fox, R. L.  Reinhardt,  James  Burcham, Glenn  Lewis, 
Odell  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Zeno  Dobbins,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman,  and  Mrs.  W.  T. 
(Roxie)  Rotii  was  elected  on  January  11, 1950.  An  enlarged  committee 
was  selected,  elected  and  approved  by  the  church  on  March  28,  195  L 
Those  named  and  who  served  on  this  enlarged  committee  were  Dr.  C.  A. 
McNeill,  Jr.,  Phil  Poats,  Walter  Burgiss,  Fred  Eidson,  Fleet  Mathis, 
Charlie  Alexander,  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon,  Bill  Harris,  F.  M.  Finney,  Miss 
Effie  Crater,  Silas  Nichols,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Beeson,  J.  S.  Elmore,  Miss 
Mattie  Mae  Powell,  David  Brown,  Lonnie  Martin,  Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor,  Jr., 
Weaver  Masten,  David  Brendle,CortezLowery,  Jake  Brown,  Charles  C. 
Harris,  Earl  Day,  Garland  Johnson,  Dr.  W.  B.  Reeves,  Miss  Emma  Cooke, 
Mrs.  Graham  Myers,  Tom  Pamell,  J.  L.  Williams,  Harvey  Baker,  K.  V. 
McLeod,  and  Hugh  Salmons.  From  the  election  of  these  committees  until 
completion  of  the  building,  these  people  faithfully  served  and, 
through  work,  prayer,  study  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  the  church  building  stands.  A  close  bond  of  fellowship  and  a 
deepened  spiritual  atmosphere  prevailed  among  the  members,  young  and 
old,  during  this  period  of  church  development. 

The  Ford  pastoral  years  were  busy  years;  challenge  for 
Christian  witnessing  was  endless.  Following  the  end  of  World  War 
II,  service  men  were  returning  home,  families  were  being 
reunited,  and  a  peace-time  economy  was  underway.  The  scope  and 
complexity  of  the  minister's  role  in  this  environment  was  great. 
To  achieve  the  broad  spectrum  of  enlistment  of  new  members,  the 
pastor  needed  the  help  of  able  lay  leaders.  Many  deeply 
committed  members-men,  women  and  young  people-were  akeady 
involved  as  Sunday  School  teachers,  WMU  leaders  and  officers,  as 
well  as  deacons,  many  of  whom  had  been  serving  faithfully    during 
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the  war  years.  A  number  of  men  served  on  the  Deacon  Board  and  as 
Trustees  as  well  as  serving  in  other  capacities  within  the  church 
during  these  vital  years  of  facility  construction.  Among  those 
serving  as  deacons  during  Howard  Ford's  pastorate  were: 


Allen  Adkins 
Charlie  Alexander 
W.  S.  Beddingfield 
Douglas  Brendle 
James  Burcham 
Vance  Byrd 
Richard  Callaway 
Ralph  Casstevens 
Ralph  M.  Cooke 
Grady  Day 
Fred  Eidson 
Claude  Eldridge 
Julian  S.  Elmore 
Lin  Fincannon 

F.  M.  Finney 
M.  O.  Fox 
Jack  Freeman 
Grady  Fuller 
David  Gilliam 
Reece  Gilliam 
Herman  Guyer 
Walter  Hanks 

E.  A.  (Nux)  Harris 
Fred  Harris 

G.  L.  Hill 
E.  C.  James 
Garland  Johnson 


Hollis  Lanning 
Odell  Lawrence 
Glenn  Lewis 
Cortez  Lowery 
Lloyd  Martin 
Lonnie  Martin 
Fred  Mastin 
G.  W.  Mastin 
Reet  Mathis 
Guy  Mathis 
John  S.  Mayberry 
T.  P.  Mayberry 
C.  A.  McNeill,  Jr. 
C.  N.  Myers 
Graham  Myers 
Silas  Nichols 
Adrian  Nixon 
T.  L.  Pamell 
L.  D.  Pruett 

0.  K.  Richardson 
Jack  Robinson 
Hugh  Salmons 
Beauford  Stanley 
L.  M.  Stuart 

V.  W.  Taylor,  Jr. 
L.  F.  Walker 
Avery  Whittington 

1.  C.  Yates 


Many  of  the  above  served  in  official  capacities  as  Chairman  of  the 
Board  and  Moderator  for  church  conferences,  and  others  rotated  on  and 
off  the  board  throughout  the  years. 

On  August  12,  1953,  the  church  voted  to  increase  the  number  of 
deacons  from  eighteen  to  twenty-one,  feeUng  the  increase  in  number  to 
be  necessary  because  of  the  building  program  and  other  special  work  to 


57 


be  carried  on  in  the  next  few  years.  At  the  same  time,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  was  increased  from  three  to  five,  the  present  trustees 
(namely:  E.  C.  James,  F.  M.  Norman  and  J.  D.  Brendle)  to  continue  to 
serve  with  the  addition  of  C.  R.  Alexander  and  Reece  Gilliam.  The  two 
additional  members  were  Chairman  of  Deacons  and  the  immediate  past 
chairman,  the  number  perpetuating  itself  by  virtue  of  the  immediate 
past  Chairman  of  Deacons  replacing  the  one  with  the  longest  term  of 
service.  Other  Trustees  succeeding  and  serving  were  as  follows: 


Lonnie  Martin 
G.  W.  Mastin 
Lin  Fincannon 
V.W.Taylor,  Jr. 
Garland  Johnson 


Glenn  Lewis 
Richard  Callaway 
Grady  Fuller 
Allen  Adkins 
Guy  Mathis 


In  1957,  a  Junior  Board  of  Deacons  was  elected  to  serve  for  one 
year,  namely:  Beauford  Stanley,  HoUis  Lanning,  Joe  Watts,  Jack 
Robinson  and  Paul  Shore.  In  1958,  Paul  Hinshaw,  Ralph  Casstevens, 
Paul  Shore,  Beauford  Stanley  and  Joe  Watts  were  elected. 

CHURCH  COMMITTEES  FOR  1953-54 


Finance  Committee 


Offering  and  Usher  Committee 


Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor,  Chairman 
L.  F.  Mathis 
T.  L.  Pamell 
G.  W.  Masten 
John  Mayberry 

Evangelistic  Committee 

I.  C.  Yates,  Chairman 
Dr.  Lin  Fincannon         ^ 
James  Burcham 

House  Committee  No.  1 

Cortez  Lowery,  Chairman 
T.  P.  Mayberry 
John  Mayberry 
Vance  Byrd 
L.  F.  Mathis 


Clyde  Carroll,  Chairman 
T.  P.  Mayberry 
Herman  Guyer 
J.  S.  Elmore 

Welcome  Committee 

G.  W.  Masten,  Chairman 
E.  J.  Freeman 
L.  M.  Stuart 
John  Mayberry 
C.  R.  Alexander 

Baptismal  Committee 

E.  J.  Freeman,  Chairman 
Cortez  Lowery 
Mrs.  E.  C.  James 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Alexander 
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Radio  Committee  Hospitality  Committee 

Fred  Norman,  Chairman  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon,  Chaimian 

Dr.  Claude  McNeill  Dr.  L.  D.  Pruett 

Grady  Day  -    James  Biircham 
Lawrence  Wall  CortezLowery 

House  Committee  No.  2  Communion  Committee 

Silas  Nichols,  Chairman  Mrs.  I.  C.  Yates,  Chairman 

Herman  Guyer  Mrs.  C.  R.  Alexander 

J.  S.  Elmore  Mrs.  Esther  Ray 

Mrs.  Blanche  West 


On  April  11,  1951,  the  church  voted  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  J.  M.  Franklin,  A.I. A.,  looking  toward  the  preparation  of  land 
and  the  construction  of  the  new  building.  In  the  same  month,  Mr. 
Edward  Lowenstein,  A.I.A.,  Architect,  of  Greensboro,  North  Carolina, 
was  associated  with  Mr.  Franklin  for  the  architectural  work  necessary 
to  the  planning  and  construction  of  the  church  building.  Mr.  Hardie 
C.  Bass,  Jr.,  A.I. A.,  Architect,  Head  of  the  Department  of  Church 
Architecture  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  rendered  invaluable  assistance  to  both  the  Building 
Committee  and  the  Architects  in  the  planning  of  a  building  adequate 
for  present  and  future  needs.  The  entire  Building  and  Planning 
Committee  met  with  Mr.  Bass  at  the  Baptist  Assembly  in  Ridgecrest  for 
a  conference.  Later  in  the  course  of  work.  Reverend  Ford,  Mr.  L.  F. 
Walker,  and  Mr.  Franklin  made  a  trip  to  Nashville,  Tennessee  to  confer 
again  with  Mr.  Bass.  After  much  study  and  work,  plans  were  submitted 
to  the  Church  on  October  31, 1951,  and  were  overwhelmingly  approved. 

On  Friday  evening,  March  13, 1953,  a  special  meeting  of  the  church 
was  held  for  the  purpose  of  voting  on  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  church  and  educational  plant.  The  Church  voted  to  accept  the  low 
bid  of  Coltrane-Graham  Construction  Company  of  High  Point,  North 
Carolina,  in  the  amount  of  $406,524.00  (plus  $26,281.00  architectural 
fees,  making  a  total  of  $432,805.00)  with  the  authority  to  proceed  at 
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once  with  the  construction  as  soon  as  adequate  financial  arrangements 
could  be  made.  Aloanof  $175, 000.00  was  secured  from  Security  Life 
and  Trust  Company  of  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina. 

On  April  12, 1953,  impressive  ground-breaking  exercises  were  held 
on  the  church  lot.  Actual  work  on  the  construction  began  on  April  28, 
1953,  and  the  work  progressed  at  a  steady  pace  during  the  next  two 
years.  The  spade  used  in  the  ground-breaking  was  given  by  T.  P. 
Mayberry.  His  wife,  Louise,  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Emma  Brendle  Chatham 
(one  of  the  early  members  of  the  church),  is  also  a  member  of  First 
Baptist.  The  spade,  enclosed  within  a  glass  frame,  hangs  in  the 
hallway  opposite  the  stairway  near  the  church  offices. 

On  November  10,  1954,  the  church  voted  to  employ  the  Clark- 
Albertson  Auction  Company  of  High  Point  to  sell  the  church  property  on 
Main  Street,  and  the  property  was  sold  on  December  8, 1954,  at  public 
auction,  the  building  bringing  $210.00  and  the  real  estate  $19,500.00, 
which  was  purchased  by  W.  M.  Allen,  H.  H.  Hensel  and  George  E. 
Royall. 

The  cornerstone  for  the  new  church  was  laid  on  Sunday  afternoon. 
May  1,  1955,  in  an  impressive  service.  Several  items  were  sealed  in  a 
copper  box  and  placed  behind  the  comer  stone,  including  a  history  of 
the  church  prepared  by  Miss  Hazel  Byrd,  Church  Clerk,  in  collaboration 
with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Zeno  (Blendon)  Dobbins,  Secretary  of  the 
Building  and  Planning  Committee;  a  Bible  given  by  Mr.  L.  F.  Walker, 
front  pages  of  The  Elkin  Tribune  containing  articles  and  pictures 
relating  to  the  building  program;  and  a  fountain  pen  used  in  the 
signing  of  the  contracts.  Those  participating  in  the  service  were 
Reverend  Howard  J.  Ford,  L.  F.  Walker,  Chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee,  J.  M.  Franklin,  Architect,  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon,  Vice  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Deacons,  G.  C.  Bright,  Superintendent  of  Construction, 
J.  R.  Graham,  Contractor,  and  Fleet  Mathis,  Vice  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee.  The  Reverend  W.  R.  Wagoner,  Pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  North  Wilkesboro,  brought  a  message  on  the  building 
of  a  church  and  its  far-reaching  influence. 

Great  interest  in  the  building  was  displayed  by  those  actively 
serving  on  the  building  project.  The  building  fund  was  increased  from 
week  to  week  by  young  adults  and  older  members  who  contributed 
faithfully  of  their  means,  by  younger  members  of  the  church,  and  by 
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those  of  all  ages  who  were  active  in  Sunday  School  and  many 
organizations  of  the  church.  Among  those  so  interested  was  Mr.  Edward 
A.  Long,  custodian  of  the  church  for  a  number  of  years,  who  encouraged 
the  Uttle  children  in  Sunday  School  to  bring  pennies  and  nickels  for 
bricks.  Before  his  health  failed,  Mr.  Long  lived  part  of  the  time  in 
a  room  in  the  church  loft  near  the  belfry  where  he  slept  and  kept 
constant  watch  on  the  church  property.  Later  he  lived  at  the  Home 
Hotel.  Having  the  building  program  on  hand  and  a  church  under 
construction,  Mr.  Long  gave  faithfully  of  his  means.  He  departed  this 
life  suddenly  on  November  15, 1953.  Among  his  papers  was  a  will 
leaving  his  body  to  the  Bowman  Gray  School  of  Medicine  and  all  of  his 
estate,  after  the  payment  of  any  debts  he  owed,  to  The  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Elkin.  A  check  in  the  amount  of  $5,032.86  was  presented  to 
the  church  on  Sunday,  January  15, 1955,  by  Reverend  Howard  J.  Ford, 
the  executor  of  his  estate. 

Edward  Long  obviously  was  not  a  prominent  businessman.  He  was  not 
wealthy,  and  his  obituary  was  tucked  away  on  an  inside  page  of  the 
local  paper.  But  he  possessed  love,  friendship,  generosity  and 
kindness  in  abundance. 

Work  proceeded  on  the  construction  of  the  new  church  plant,  and 
services  were  first  held  in  the  new  church  on  Sunday,  June  19, 1955. 
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^nauaurai      {/(/orskip    J^eruice 

^irst    ijaptidt    L^kurck 

(LlKin,     r  lortli     (^arotina 

Howard  J.  Ford                                     Miss  Dare  Teague 

Pastor                                                       Educational  Director 

Organ    Prelude — "Largo"     . 

Handel 

*  Doxology 

*  Invocation 

*  Gloria  Patri 

Recognition  of  Visitors  and  Announcements 

"Open  The  Gates  Of  The  Temple"                        

Knapp 

Ann  Carter,  Soprano 

*  Hymn  No.  13;]— "All  Hail  The  Power  Of  Jesus'  Name!" 

Handel 

Reading  of  the  Scripture 

Pastoral  Prayer  and  Choral  Response 

*   Hymn  No.  247— "I  Love  Thy  Kingdom,  Lord"            

Handel 

Offertory— "On  Wings  Of  Song"                                                    Mendelssohn                  |  | 

Mrs.  J.  Livingston  Williams,  Violinist 

Anthem— "Holy,  Holy,  Holy"                               

Spicker 

Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor,  Bass 

Sermon — "A  Living  Church"      Howard  J.  Ford 

*  Hymn  No.  108— "When  1  Survey  The  Wondrous  Cross" 

Mason 

Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude — "Marche  Romaine"        .  

Gounod 

*  Congregation  Standing 

"  1 
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(L~ueninu       \A/orship 

Organ  Prelude — "Cavatina" ....Raff 

Call  To  Worship 

*  Hymn  No.  233— "Come,  Thou  Fount  Of  Every  Blessing"  Coll 
Pastoral  Prayer 

*  Hymn  No.  205— "Stand  Up,  Stand  Up  For  Jesus" .  Webb 

Offertory  —  "Andante" .Mendelssohn 

Anthem— "The   Holy   City" Adam 

Men's  Chorus 
Ordinance  Of  Baptism 

*  Hymn  No.  244 — "The  Church's  One  Foundation"  Wesley 
Sermon — "Our  Spiritual  Heritage"  .  Howard  J.  Ford 
Ordinance  Of  The  Lord's  Supper 

*  Hymn  No.  217— "Blest  Be  The  Tie  That  Binds" Nageli 

Benediction 

Organ   Postlude — "Postlude"         Batiste 


^    Wo  J  of  VLnL 


Thanks  to  everyone  who  has  had  a  part  in  making  a  dream  a  beautiful 
reality.  Without  you  this  house  of  worship  would  not  have  been  erected. 
Our  special  thanks  to  the  Building  Committee  for  many  hours  of  prayerful 
and  sacrificial  effort.  Let  us  remember  most  of  all  to  thank  the  giver  of 
"every  good  and  perfect  gift"  for  the  attainment  of  this  hour. 

J       WoJ       Do        0.,r        U.lorS 

Welcome  —  this  is  a  word  to  you  personally.  You  count  in  our 
estimation.  We  want  you  to  come  again.  If  you  do  not  have  a  church 
home,  we  give  a  warm  invitation  to  come  with  us. 

vjpen       ^Jwoiiie 

We  have  arranged  a  tour  of  the  church  building  for  your  enjoyment. 
Come  to  the  entrance  to  the  sanctuary  anytime  between  2:30  and  4:30 
o'clock  this  afternoon.  You  will  be  guided  through  the  entire  church 
building  and  given  an  opportunity  to  see  all  of  our  facilities  for  worship  and 
our  equipment  for  a  program  of  Christian  education.  Refreshments  will 
be  served  at  the  conclusion  of  the  tour. 
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Miss  Dare  Teague 
Educational  Director 

Lin  Fincannon 
Chm.  of  Board  of  Deacons 

Fleet  Mathis 
Sunday  School  Supt. 

L.  F.  Walker 
Chmn.  Building  Committee 


1955-56    Officen    Dint   Bapliil   Ckurck 
Howard  J.  Ford  —  Pastor 

Mrs.  Howard  J.  Ford 
Music  Director 

T.  L.  Parnell 
Church  Treasurer 

Miss  Dare  Teague 
Ti-aining  Union  Director 

Miss  Hazel  Byrd 
Church  Clerk 


Miss  Effie  Crater 
Organist 


V.  W.  Taylor 
Chairman  Finance  Committee 


Mrs.  Kenneth  Bi-yant 
W.IVLU.  President 


Grady  Fuller 
Brotherhood  President 


Jl^undaij   Jl>ch 


Superintendent  L.  F.  Mathis 

Associate  Superintendent  Lin  Fincannon 

Secretary  Kenneth  Greene 

Associate  SecreUry  Miss  Lucille  Shermer 

Nursery  Number  1 

Superintendent  Mrs.  Ralph  Cooke 

Associate  Mrs.  Hugh  Laffoon 

Secretary  Miss  Sarah  Eidson 

Helpers  Mrs.  Guy  Mathis,  Mrs.  Jack  Wall 

Nursery  Number  2 

Superintendent  Mrs.  Lin  Fincannon 

Associate  Mrs.  Ralph  Wall 

Secretary  Mrs.  Jack  Robinson 

Helpers  Mrs.  Harvey  Baker,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Robert 
Harris.  Mrs.  Albert  Gregory. 

Nursery  Number  3 

Superintendent  Miss  Louise  Russell 

Associate  Mrs.  Kenneth  Greene 

Secretary  Mrs.  George  Anderson 

Helpers  Mrs.  Carl  Hinson,  Mrs.  Manley  Hodge 

Nursery  Number  4 

Superintendent  Mrs.  Lonnie  Martin 

Associate  Miss  Mary  Jurney 

Secretary Mrs.  Ray  Webb 

Helpers  Mrs.  Joe  Watts,  Mrs.  Billie  Cockerham, 
Mrs.  E.  G.  Elmore. 

Beginner  Number  1 

Superintendent  Mrs.  R.  L.  Jones 

Associate  Mrs.  Ernest  Edwards 

Secretary  Mrs.  Fred  Masten 

Pianist  Miss  Carol  Gilliam,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Plaster 

Beginner  Number  2 

Superintendent  Mrs.  Clyde  Carroll 

Associate  Mrs.  Robert  Poplin,  Jr. 

Secretary  Miss  Inez  Hinshaw 

Pianist  Mrs.  Lawrence  Trainor,  Mrs.  Roy  Pre- 
vette,  Mrs.  Johnny  Sears. 

Primary  Number  1 

Superintendent  Miss  Louise  Transou 

Associate  Mrs.  Clifton  Noble 

Secretary  Mrs.  Frank  Clanton 

Pianist  .  Mrs.  C.  A.  McNeill,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Graham 
Myers.  Mrs.  V.  W.  Taylor.  Mrs.  William  Transou. 

Primary  Number  2 

Superintendent  Miss  Emma  Cooke 

Associate Mrs.  Silas  Nichols 

Secretary  Mrs.  Jack  Sprinkle 

Pianist  Miss  Carolyn  Freeman 

Teachers  Mrs.  Fred  Harris,  Mrs.  M.  O.  Fox,  Miss 
Ann  Carter,  Mrs.  Julian  Elmore.  Mrs.  Grady  Day, 
Mrs.  Glen  Lewis,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Wall. 

Junior  Number  1 

Superintendent  Mrs.  Llnvllle  Norman 

Associate Mrs.  Garland  Johnson 

Secretary  Mrs.  Vance  Byrd 

Teachers  .  Mrs.  Les  Reinhardt,  Mrs.  Turner  Car- 
ter, Mrs.  J.  S.  Thomasson,  Ralph  Lawrence,  Clifton 
Noble.  Claude  Eldrldge,  Vance  Byrd. 


./  0//.cen 

Junior  Number  2 
Superintendent  Miss   Agnes  Gray 

Associate  Miss  Lucy  Gray 

Secretary  Miss  Mattie  Mae  Powell 

Teachers  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman,  Mrs.  Allen  Atkins, 
Miss  Patsy  Martin,  Fred  Harris,  Fred  Norman. 

Intermediate 

Superintendent  Mrs.  Jake  Brown 

Associate  Mrs.  E.  D.  Lane 

Secretary    Mrs.  Fred  Eidson 

Pianist      Miss  Ellen  Cook 

Teachers  Mrs.  Reece  Gilliam.  Mrs.  Adrian  Nixon, 
Mrs.  Betty  Wilfong,  Mrs.  Mae  Pardue,  Luther 
Stuart,  Reece  Gilliam.  Buford  Stanley,  Julian  El- 
more —  Associate.  Grady  Day.  Gilmer  Hinson.  Har- 
vey Baker.  Jr. 

Young  People 

Superintendent  Mrs.  Paul  Hinshaw 

Associate  Mrs.  Jack  Holcomb 

Secretary  Mrs.  F.  M.  Finney 

Pianist  Miss  Phyllis  Brown 

Chorister  Miss  Linda  Ford 

Teachers  Mrs.  Waylon  Partin,  Mrs.  P.  G.  Walker, 
Mrs.  George  Adams,  Associate;  Lonnie  Martin,  Jack 
Robinson. 

Adult  Number  1 
Superintendent  James  Mangum 

Associate  Charles  Trammel 

.Si'ci'ctJiry  Mrs.   Viruiniii  Swaim 

I'iunisl  Mrs.  Jaiiics  Miller 

Teachers  Mrs.  Earl  Jamos,  Mrs.  David  Gilliam, 
Mrs.  Grady  Fuller,  Associate;  Livingston  Williams, 
Grady  Fuller,  Richard  Callaway,  Associate;  Lewis 
Vaughn,  Dr.  Shipe. 

Adult  Number  2 
Superintendent  Guy  Mathis 

Associate Clyde  Carroll 

Secretary  Fred  Masten 

Associate  Ralph  Wall 

Pianist  Mrs.  Howard  J.  Ford 

Teachers  Mrs.  Roxie  Roth,  Mrs.  Mildred  Byrd. 
Miss  Hazel  Byrd.  Associate;  Mrs.  Jack  Terrell,  Dr. 
V.  W.  Taylor,  Dr.  Ralph  Cooke.  Dr.  M.  O.  Fox,  As- 
sociate; Guy  Mathis.  ' 

Adult  Number  3 

Superintendent G.  L.  Hill 

Secretary  Mrs.  Blanche  West 

Pianist  Mrs.  Parks  Hampton 

Teachers  Mrs.  George  Tatum,  Mrs.  Grady  Harris, 
Mrs.  Avery  Whlttlngton,  Associate;  Robert  O.  Pop- 
lin, Jr.;  Garland  Johnson,  Esrl  James,  Lonnie  Walk- 
er, Odell  Lawrence,  Associate. 

Cradle  Roll 
Superintendent  Mrs.  Gilmer  Hinson 

Visitors:  Mrs.  Ralph  Casstevens,  Mrs.  Charles  Tram- 
mel. 

Extension  Department 

Superintendent  Jack  Robinson 

Secretary  Mrs.  Virginia  Swalm 

Visitors  Mrs.  Mildred  Byrd,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Parnell, 
Mrs.  Harvey  Baker,  Mrs.  Walter  Hanks,  Mrs.  Her- 
man Royall. 
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Formal  dedication  of  the  new  house  of  worship  was  held  during 
the  first  week  of  November,  1955.  This  was  a  time  of  rejoicing 
with  a  congregation  whose  hard  work  and  sacrificial  giving  over  a 
decade  culminated  in  this  joyous  hour  of  dedication.  Members 
were  ever  grateful  to  Qod  for  His  bountiful  blessings  that  this 
edifice  could  be  dedicated  "as  a  temple  of  worship  to  many 
people,  a  place  where  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  proclaimed; 
and  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  is  praised  forever"  (from  the 
Litany  of  Dedication).  Several  guest  speakers  were  present, 
including  Dr.  W.  R.  Waggoner,  Pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
North  Wilkesboro,  North  Carolina;  Dr.  Douglas  Branch,  President 
of  the  Baptist  State  Convention;  and  Dr.  M.  A.  Huggins,  General 
Secretary  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention.  At  the  worship 
service  on  Sunday  morning,  the  congregation  as  well  as  the 
minister  led  in  the  litany  of  dedication.  Afterwards,  Dr. 
SylvestCT  Green,  Vice  President  of  Wake  Forest  University 
delivered  the  sermon,  using  as  his  topic,  "Keep  Abreast  of 
Truth." 

In  die  new  facilities  and  under  the  able  leadership  of 
Reverend  Howard  J.  Ford,  the  church  moved  forward.  A  budget  in 
the  amount  of  $96,763.00  was  adopted  for  1956.  Not  only  did  he 
lead  in  the  expanded  building  program,  but  he  led  in  evangelism 
and  youth  work,  and  encouraged  participation  in  choir  work  for 
young  people  as  well  as  adults.  He  was  assisted  in  the  music 
department  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Lucille  Smith  Ford,  who  directed  the 
church  choir  for  several  years.  With  an  increased  membership,  it 
was  necessary  to  enlarge  the  church  staff.  Miss  Dare  Teague 
became  Minister  of  Education  on  July  4,  1954,  and  served  until 
December  31,  1963.  As  well.  Miss  Frances  Com  well  became 
Minister  of  Music  on  September  1,  1958.  Both  served  with 
dedication  in  their  respective  positions  and  led  in  enlarged 
Sunday  School  and  Training  Union,  as  well  as  an  expanded  music 
program  from  beginner  to  adult  choirs.  (More  on  the  music 
ministry  may  be  found  in  the  section  on  Special  Reports.) 

Sunday,  November  20,  1960,  marked  the  fifteenth  anniversary  of 
Reverend  Ford*s  pastorate.  During  the  afternoon  a  reception  was  held 
honoring  him  along  with  Mrs.  Ford  and  their  children,  Linda,  Johnny 
and  Virginia 
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Front:      Virginia   Leigh,   Mrs.    Ford   and  Reverend   Ford. 
Standing:      Linda   and   Johnny 

Sunday,  November  the  20th  marks  the  15th  year  of  ministry  for  our 
pastor  in  the  leadership  of  our  beloved  church. 


On  the  first  Sunday  in  September,  1962,  Reverend  Ford  submitted  his 
resignation  to  become  pastor  of  the  Winter  Park  Baptist  Church  in 
Wihnington.  Mr.  Ford  not  only  served  ably  as  Pastor,  but  he  was 
recognized  in  the  community  for  his  civic  leadership  and  in  the  State 
Baptist  Convention  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  as  a  leader. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  on  the  Executive  Board  of 
the  State  Baptist  Convention  prior  to  serving  as  its  President  for  two 
years  after  leaving  Elkin.  He  served  as  Director  of  the  Division  of 
Missions  Ministries  in  the  State  Baptist  Convention.  In  addition  to 
these  positions  of  leadership,  he  served  as  a  Director  of  the  Biblical 
Recorder,  Trustee  of  Meredith  College  and  Campbell  College  to  name  a 
few.  In  1957  he  spent  a  week  in  Cuba  along  with  nineteen  other 
Baptist  pastors  in  a  preaching  ministry.  Since  leaving  his  post  as 
Director  of  Missions  for  the  State  Baptist  Convention,  he  has  held 
numerous  interim  pastorates  and  served  an  English-speaking  church  for 
one  year  in  Sweinfurt,  West  Germany. 
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Ford's  assessment  of  his  years  at  First  Baptist  was  not  the  major 
building  program,  important  as  it  was,  but  "the  young  people  who  made 
professions  of  faith  and  then  went  on  to  become  Christian  leaders  in 
their  communities,  some  in  full  time  Christian  ministry,  others  in 
jobs  and  as  homemakers.  No,  the  building  program  wasn't  the  greatest 
contribution.  It  was  the  young  people."  (From  The  Tribune,  May  15, 
1987,  reported  by  Anne  Adkins.) 

Within  a  short  time  after  the  resignation  of  Reverend  Ford,  a 
committee  was  elected  to  select  a  new  pastor.  Serving  on  this 
committee  were  R.  Grady  Fuller,  Chairman,  Ralph  Casstevens,  Miss 
Emma  Cooke,  Garland  Johnson,  Mrs.  C.  A.  McNeill,  Jr.,  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Norman,  Mrs.  Roxie  Roth,  R.  L.  Reinhardt,  and  Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor, 
Jr. 

Church  membership  stood  at  545  when  Howard  Ford  came  to  the  church. 
During  his  seventeen  years  at  First  Baptist  327  came  into  the  church 
by  baptism  and  428  were  received  by  letter,  restoration  or  statement. 
When  Ford  resigned  in  1962,  there  were  800  members.  As  members  left 
the  community,  they  were  encouraged  to  move  their  church  membership 
into  a  church  in  the  area  where  they  would  be  residing,  this  being  in 
accordance  with  the  Church  Covenant 

Sunday  School  enrollment  stood  at  423  with  an  average  weekly 
attendance  of  218  at  the  beginning  of  his  pastorate.  Enrollment 
increased  at  a  steady  pace  from  1945  to  1962  to  811  with  average 
attendance  of  409. 

The  budget  adopted  for  the  year  1946  shortly  after  Ford  came  to  the 
church  was  $17,680.00.  In  contrast,  the  budget  for  the  year  1962  was 
$99,382.00.       ^. 
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CHAPTER  4 
MEETING  THE  CHALLENGE  OF  THE  SIXTIES 

Dr.  R.  Kelly  White,  of  Conway,  North  Carolina,  was  elected  as 
interim  pastor  in  November  1962,  and  served  through  May,  1963.  During 
this  short  period  of  time,  he  endeared  himself  to  the  people  of  the 
church  and  effectively  promoted  the  work  of  the  church.  His  sermons 
were  strong  and  spirit-filled,  and  his  tenure  of  service,  though 
short,  was  felt  in  the  church  and  a  deep  bond  of  fellowship  existed 
between  pastor  and  members. 

The  pulpit  committee  reported  to  the  church  in  business  session  on 
March  13, 1963,  that  it  would  recommend  the  church  call  Reverend  J. 
Parker  McLendon  as  pastor,  and  on  March  17  the  church  voted 
unanimously  to  extend  a  call  to  the  Reverend  McLendon,  effective  June 
1,  1963.  He  assumed  the  pastorate  on  June  2,  1963,  using  as  his 
sermon  topic  "The  Church  and  the  Community,"  and  Acts  2  as  his 
Scripture  text. 


Presenting  our  new  pastor  and  family 

J.  Parker  McLendon,  Sheryl,  Mrs.  McLendon,  Martha, 

and  Novella 

McLendon,  a  native  of  De  Land,  Florida,  and  a  graduate  of  Stetson 
University  and  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  was 
associational  missionary  to  the  Tar  River  Baptist  Association  in 
eastern  North  Carolina  at  the  time  of  his  call  to  Elkin  First   Baptist 
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Church.  His  wife,  Frances,  a  Tampa,  Rorida,  native,  had  received  her 
undergraduate  degree  from  Atlantic  Christian  College  only  a  few  days 
before  she,  her  husband,  and  their  three  young  daughters,  Novella, 
Martha  and  Sheryl,  moved  to  Elkin.  During  her  years  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Mrs.  McLendon  taught  at  the  Elkin  Primary  School,  becoming  the 
first  FBC  pastor's  wife  to  be  fully  employed  outside  the  home. 
Despite  herjob  and  homemaking  duties,  Mrs.  McLendon  was  a  tireless 
church  worker  and  devoted  supporter  of  her  husband's  ministry. 

Under  his  leadership,  progress  was  made  in  many  directions. 
McLendon  was  effective  as  a  preacher  from  the  pulpit  with  strong, 
insightful  sermons.  But  he  was  equally  effective  as  an  administrator, 
initiating  a  significant  and  comprehensive  long-term  development 
program  for  the  church  in  areas  of  the  spiritual  life  of  the  church, 
organization  and  equipment. 

On  December  2,  1964,  the  church  adopted  recommendations  of  the 
Long  Range  Planning  Committee,  including  goals  for  development  of 
the  spiritual  life  of  the  church  through  worship,  evangeUsm, 
Bible  study,  youth  work,  Christian  stewardship,  home-church  and 
community  relationship,  goals  for  developing  the  organized  life 
of  the  church  (including  the  adoption  of  a  new  church 
constitution),  library  work,  teaching  and  training  ministries  and 
the  development  of  the  physical  properties  (including  the 
acquisition  of  new  church  equipment),  additional  land  for  parking 
area,  parsonage  improvement  and  the  construction  of  the  chapel 
and  sanctuary  renovations. 

The  Capital  Improvements  Committee  for  developing  the  physical 
properties  of  the  church  was  elected  on  March  17,  1965,  as  follows: 
L.  F.  Walker,  Chairman;  Mrs.  E.  R.  Hedrick,  Secretary;  Glenn  Lewis, 
Mrs.  Edna  Brendle,  Grady  Fuller,  Mrs.  Cecil  Grayson,  Mrs.  Eugene 
Powers,  T.  P.  Mayberry,  Allen  Adkins,  Mrs.  C.  A.  McNeill,  Jr.,  Mrs.  J. 
Lee  Motsinger,  Silas  Nichols,  Fleet  Mathis,  Clyde  Cothren,  Roger 
Jackson,  Mrs.  J.  T.  McRae,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman,  G.  L.  Hill,  Ralph 
Casstevens,  Albert  Gregory,  Leslie  Reinhardt,  and  Mrs.  Roxie  Roth. 

In  1966  a  search  began  for  a  Minister  of  Music  and  an  Assistant 
Pastor  and  Minister  of  Education.  The  Personnel  Committee,  of  which 
Mrs.  Claude  Eldridge  was  chairman,  began  seeking  someone  for  each  of 
these  positions.  At  a  church  conference  on  May  4, 1966,  Mrs.  Eldridge 
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presented  a  report  from  the  Personnel  Committee  recommending  the  call 
of  Reverend  Flay  S.  Price,  as  Assistant  Pastor  and  Minister  of 
Education.  Mr.  Price  was  a  native  of  Forest  City,  North  Carolina,  a 
graduate  of  Gardner- Webb  College,  Berea  College,  and  a  member  of  the 
1966  graduating  class  of  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 
Upon  recommendation  ofthecommittee  and  the  Board  of  Deacons,  Mr. 
Price  was  called  to  serve  at  a  salary  of  $500  per  month  effective  May 
15,  1966.  An  ordination  service  for  the  Reverend  Price  was  held  on 
Sunday  evening,  July  10,  1966.  As  Associate  Pastor,  he  assisted  in 
the  pastoral  ministry  of  visiting  and  preaching.  As  Minister  of 
Education  he  worked  with  the  church  council  to  develop  the  total 
educational  program  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Price  served  throughout  the  remainder  of  Reverend  McLendon's 
pastorate.  His  wife,  Edie  Price,  was  an  able  worker  in  the  church,  in 
the  choir  and  with  the  young  people.  Upon  the  resignation  of  Reverend 
McLendon,  Price  served  the  church  as  pastor  until  the  call  of  a  new 
pastor.  Thereafter  he  continued  to  serve  as  Assistant  Pastor  and 
Minister  of  Education  until  his  resignation  in  1972  to  accept  a  call 
as  Pastor  of  New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  Kinston,  North  Carolina. 


Rev.  and  Mis.  Flay  S.  Price 

At  a  church  conference  on  May  11,  1966,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Personnel  Committee  presented  the  name  of  Mr.  Hurst  Leroy  Webb  as 
Minister  of  Music  at  a  salary  of  $6,000.00  per  year  and  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Patti  Webb,  as  organist  at  a  salary  of  $1,200.00  per  year.  The  name 
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of  Mrs.  Natalie  Williams  was  also  presented  as  Assistant  Organist. 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  Leroy  Webb 

A  native  of  Mississippi,  Mr.  Webb  received  his  Bachelor  of 
Music  degree  from  Mississippi  College  and  Master  of  Church  Music 
degree  from  The  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  His 
experience  included  revival  work,  directing  student  choirs, 
summer  staff  work  at  Glorieta  Assembly  and  Minister  of  Music  at 
Chapel  Park  Baptist  Church  in  Lx)uisville,  Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Webb,  a  native  of  Georgetown,  Kentucky,  was  a  graduate  of 
Georgetown  College  with  a  Bachelor  of  Music  Education  degree. 
She  had  served  as  organist  in  several  Baptist  churches  and  had 
taught  pubUc  school  music.  The  Webbs  began  their  ministry  at 
First  Baptist  Church  on  July  3,  1966. 

The  church's  prison  ministry  had  its  beginning  in  the  sixties. 
Jack  Robinson  and  Robert  Hair  were  leaders  along  with  Pastor 
McLendon,  Grady  Fuller,  Joe  Watts,  Rcet  Mathis,  Glenn  Lewis  and 
others.  Several  inmates  from  the  Prison  Camp  near  North 
Wilkesboro  were  picked  up  on  Sunday  mornings  to  attend  worship 
services  and  returned  to  the  Prison  Unit  later  in  the  day.  Both 
black  and  white  prisoners  attended. 

Also  in  the  sixties  a  deaf  ministry  began  with  Mrs.  Anne  Adkins  as 
director.    In   1965  Mrs.  Adkins  learned  sign  language  from  a  deaf 
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layman,  Charles  Pearson  of  North  Wilkesboro,  and  in  1966  she  enlisted 
the  help  of  a  local  deaf  couple,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  Pruitt  of 
Jonesville,  to  begin  a  Sunday  School  class  for  the  hearing-impaired. 
Soon  thereafter,  more  interpreters  were  trained,  and  worship  services 
were  regularly  interpreted. 

During  the  next  seventeen  years  more  than  fifty  hearing  adults  and 
young  people  learned  sign  language  and  the  deaf  were  fully  integrated 
into  the  total  Ufe  of  the  church.  A  statewide  deaf  newsletter  was 
published,  an  interdenominational  theatre  of  the  deaf  was  established, 
and  a  television  program  was  produced  monthly  in  cooperation  with  the 
UNC-TV  educational  network.  (More  information  on  the  work  of  the  Deaf 
Ministry  can  be  found  in  the  section  on  Special  Reports.) 

As  stated  heretofore  McLendon  made  valuable  contributions 
throughout  the  community.  He  served  as  chaplain  to  the  Elkin  Rescue 
Squad,  and  he  received  praise  for  his  assistance  during  a  disastrous 
fire  at  Elkin  Furniture  Company  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
residence  in  Elkin.  In  this  time  of  crisis  and  stress,  his  presence 
and  help  in  assisting  families  whose  loved  ones  were  at  work  at  the 
time  of  the  fire,  to  firemen  and  their  families  were  a  source  of 
comfort  to  all  concerned. 

In  1965  when  the  first  referendum  on  a  proposed  ABC  store  was  held 
in  Elkin,  McLendon  encouraged  not  only  church  members,  but  fellow 
citizens  in  Elkin  "to  allow  no  bitterness  or  personal  animosity  to 
corrupt  Christian  love  for  all  fellow  citizens  in  Elkin.  State  your 
convictions,  respect  those  who  differ  with  you,  and  trust  God  and  the 
voters  of  Elkin  that  the  right  decision  will  be  made.  Whatever  the 
outcome,  continue  to  make  EDdn  'the  best  little  town  in  North 
Carolina'  "  (from  The  B^tist  Herald,  June  1965).  He  very  forcefully 
led  out  in  opposition  to  a  liquor  store.  Fleet  Mathis,  Paul  Shore  and 
many  others  from  FBC  worked  very  hard  on  this  issue,  and  more  than  one 
hundred  citizens  met  at  the  church  to  form  the  Elkin  Citizens  for 
Christian  Action.  An  advisory  committee  was  elected.  Fleet  Mathis 
was  elected  Co-Chairman.  The  effcMt  to  get  an  ABC  store  was  soundly 
defeated 

During  the  McLendon  ministry,  missions  continued  to  be  promoted 
vigorously  with  missionary  guest  speakers  leading  in  Home  Missions, 
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State  Missions  and  Foreign  Missions  programs.  Goals  for  the  Annie 
Armstrong  offering  for  Home  Missions,  and  State  Missions  and  Lottie 
Moon  offerings  were  set,  and  most  of  the  time  the  goals  were  exceeded. 
The  women  of  the  WMU  led  out  in  these  efforts  with  special  emphasis  on 
tithing  and  stewardship.  Weeks  of  Prayer  were  observed  regularly  with 
all  age  groups  participating. 

In  November  1968,  the  WMU  of  FBC  began  to  move  ahead  in  another 
area  of  education  -  Adult  Basic  Education.  Efforts  were  made  to 
contact  diose  interested  in  learning  the  basic  skills  of  reading  or 
those  who  wished  to  complete  their  high  school  diplomas.  Volunteer 
teachers  were  recruited.  Within  a  short  period  of  time  an  Adult  Basic 
Education  class  was  off  to  a  good  start.  Classes  were  first  held  at 
the  YMCA  with  several  volunteer  teachers.  This  worthy  project 
continued  for  several  years. 

Vacation  Bible  School  was  scheduled  each  summer  with  many  children 
attending.  Excellent  teaching  staffs  provided  instruction  in  Bible 
study,  supervised  play  periods,  handwork,  musical  training  and 
personal  witnessing  with  an  emphasis  on  evangelism.  Results  of  Bible 
School  were  noted  with  several  children  making  their  professions  of 
faith,  resulting  in  church  membership. 

A  Youth  Council  was  organized  on  October  23,  1963  in  an 
attempt  to  develop  a  comprehensive  youth  program  in  the  church. 
Officers  were  elected  and  the  president  was  asked  to  meet  with 
the  Church  Council  and  become  a  member  of  this  important  body  of 
the  church  with  the  aim  of  having  the  youth  actively 
participating  and  being  an  integral  part  of  the  entire  church 
program.  The  Baptist  Herald  of  June  1965  enumerated  some  of  the 
Youth  Council's  chief  objectives,  such  as  having  programs  of 
thoughtful  and  spiritual  worship,  re-enlisting  inactive  members  of 
GAs,  RAs,  YWAs,  Training  Union,  Sunday  School  and  choir  work,  and 
carrying  out  an  active  program  of  soul-winning.  The  Herald 
further  stated: 

Our  young  people  are  actively  seeking  a  way  in  which  they  can  express 
their  searching  for  meaning  in  their  Christian  lives  and  the 
activities  are  being  used  as  deep  searching  times  of  discussion  and 
self-evaluation.  Entertainment  is  not  the  goal  but  serious  seeking 
after   God's   will   is   their   aim.     Their   seriousness   and     honest 
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questioning  is  resulting  in  not  only  interesting  but  productive 
discussions.  When  young  people  become  concerned,  not  only  about  the 
needs  in  their  own  lives,  but  for  the  needs  in  the  lives  of  others,  as 
is  being  expressed  by  their  visitation  programs,  they  are  showing 
signs  of  spiritual  maturity. 

Groups  met  in  homes  after  Sunday  evening  worship  services  for 
discussion  and  fellowship.  Bob  Carter  led  one  group,  ages  13-14, 
and  another  group,  age  15  through  college  age,  was  led  by  Mrs. 
Anne  Adkins.  This  organization  flourished  and  has  continued  to 
be  a  program  for  discussion  on  a  wide  variety  of  subjects. 
Marcia  Fincannon,  Karen  Jennings,  Linda  Mathis,  Cathy  Adkins  and 
Rick  Hinshaw  served  as  presidents  in  the  early  years.  These 
spiritually  committed  young  people  not  only  served  well  at  FBC, 
but  have  continued  in  their  years  of  maturity  to  provide 
leadership  roles  in  places  wh^e  they  have  found  employment  and 
established  their  own  homes. 

In  August  1950,  T.  L.  Pamell  became  Treasurer  of  the  church, 
serving  until  April  30,  1965.  In  the  early  1950s  the  church  was 
engaged  in  the  building  program  of  the  church  located  at  its  present 
site  on  Gwyn  Avenue  and  Market  Street.  Diuing  much  of  his  tenure  as 
church  treasurer,  he  served  without  compensation.  Long  hours  of  book 
work  were  required,  disbursing  funds  for  the  local  church  and 
cooperative  program  as  well  as  the  building  fund.  During  his  faithful 
period  of  service,  he  paid  out  on  behalf  of  the  church  in  excess  of 
$1,137,938.00.  On  April  25,  1965,  he  performed  his  last  official  act 
by  writing  a  final  payment  to  retire  the  church  indebtedness.  He  was 
extended  special  recognition  at  the  morning  worship  service  on  Sunday, 
April  25, 1965. 

On  Sunday,  June  20,  1965,  an  unusual  observance  was  held.  A 
Homecoming  and  Debt  Retirement  Day  was  observed,  as  the  church  paid 
off  its  mortgage  in  May  1965,  and  was  also  observing  the  tenth 
anniversary  of  the  church  in  its  present  location.  All  former  living 
pastors,  as  well  as  members,  were  invited  to  attend.  In  addition  to 
the  pastor,  Reverend  J.  Parker  McLendon,  the  following  former  pastors 
were  present:  Reverend  Charles  S.Norville,  Reverend  W.  T.  Baucom, 
Reverend  James  M.  Hayes,  Reverend  Stephen  Morrisett,  and  Reverend 
Howard  J.  Ford.  Dr.  Eph  Whisenhunt  and  Dr.  R.  Kelly  White  were  unable 
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to  attend.  Reverend  Howard  J.  Ford  delivered  the  message,  using  as 
his  topic,  "The  Church  in  Our  Contemporary  World."  After  the  worship 
service,  dinner  was  served  in  the  fellowship  hall  of  the  church,  and 
former  members,  former  pastors,  the  present  membership  and  guests 
greatly  enjoyed  this  delightful  occasion. 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Norman  became  church  secretary  on  January  9,  1967, 
succeeding  Mrs.  Everette  (Dot)  Hedrick  who  had  resigned.  She 
continued  in  this  capacity  until  May  1971.  Mrs.  Norman's 
responsibilities  were  many,  and  she  accepted  each  new  day  as  a 
challenge.  In  addition  to  handling  a  great  deal  of  correspondence, 
she  skillfully  operated  the  offset  printing  press,  prepared  the  weekly 
issue  of  The  Herald,  greeted  visitors  and  ably  performed  the  many 
general  duties  required  of  a  secretary.  She  was  always  ready  to 
assist  in  any  emergency  or  crisis  which  arose  among  the  members.  Her 
kindness,  ready  smile  and  gentle  spirit  endeared  her  to  the  church 
staff  with  whom  she  worked.  In  addition  she  did  not  neglect  her 
responsibilities  in  Sunday  School,  WMU  and  other  church  activities  in 
which  she  participated  as  a  church  member. 

Mrs.  Dot  Hedrick  returned  to  serve  as  church  secretary  upon  Mrs. 
Norman's  departure,  resuming  general  office  and  secretarial  duties 
which  she  had  so  ably  performed  in  prior  years. 

Extending  the  scope  of  ministry  of  Elkin  First  Baptist  Church 
was  the  appointment  of  Miss  Emma  Cooke  as  a  Missionary  Associate 
by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
to  serve  in  Beirut,  Lebanon.  Having  long  possessed  a  deep  and 
abiding  interest  in  missions  and  feeling  a  call  to  serve  on  the 
mission  fields,  she  sought  an  appointment  with  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  and  upon  being  accepted,  she  resigned  from  the 
faculty  of  Elkin  High  School  where  she  had  taught  English  and 
Latin  for  thirty-nine  years.  Miss  Cooke  received  this  four-year 
appointment  to  teach  English  in  the  Baptist  School  located  in 
Beirut,  Lebanon  on  June  16, 1969. 

The  membership  of  First  Baptist  Church  was  filled  with  joy  to  have 
a  representative  on  the  foreign  mission  field,  and  upon  recommendation 
of  the  Finance  Committee  at  a  special  business  conference  held  on  July 
27, 1969,  the  following  recommendation  was  unanimously  adopted: 
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l.That  First  Baptist  Church  assume  responsibility  for  the  salary  of 
Miss  Emma  Cooke  during  the  term  of  her  appointment  as  a  Missionary 
Associate. 

2.The  amount  of  this  commitment  will  be  $2,000.00  per  year,  and  it 
will  be  over  and  above  our  present  mission  gifts. 

3. Members  of  the  church  will  be  encouraged  to  pledge  and  to  give  for 
this  special  project  over  and  above  their  regular  budget  offerings. 

4. In  the  event  that  the  full  $2,000.00  is  not  received  in  any  given 
year,  the  balance  of  the  amount  will  be  designated  from  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  offering. 

(More  about  Miss  Cooke  and  her  service  in  Lebanon  will  be  found  in 
Special  Reports.) 

Among  the  many  goals  of  the  Long  Range  Planning  Committee  was  the 
construction  of  the  chapel  which  was  originally  included  in  the  plans 
of  the  church.  In  a  regular  business  meeting  held  on  June  15,  1966, 
Glenn  Lewis  presented  a  report  regarding  the  plans  and  construction  of 
the  chapel.  Some  changes  were  deemed  prudent  and  the  Trustees  were 
authorized  by  the  church  to  sign  a  contract  with  Lowenstein  &  Adkins, 
the  architects,  to  alter  the  plans  and  make  such  additional  plans  and 
drawings  as  necessary. 

In  a  special  business  conference  held  on  September  17,  1967,  the 
report  of  the  Capitol  Improvements  Committee  was  heard  and  a  report  of 
the  Finance  Committee  was  also  read,  namely:  To  sign  a  contract  with 
Foster-Sturdivant  Company  in  the  amount  of  $206,475.00  for  the 
construction  of  the  chapel  and  to  borrow  $175,000.00  from  The 
Northwestern  Bank  at  an  interest  rate  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent  to  be 
repaid  over  a  fifteen-year  period.  Upon  a  vote  the  church 
overwhelmingly  approved  the  report  and  the  recommendation  of  the 
finance  committee. 

Construction  started  soon  thereafter  and  the  chapel  was  completed 
and  occupied  during  the  summer  of  1968.  This  addition  enhanced  the 
beauty  of  the  entire  church  plant  and  the  rooms  underneath  the  chapel 
provided  additional  classroom  space. 
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Church  completed  in  1955 
Chapel  completed  in  1968 


Two  musical  instruments  were  given  to  the  church  for  use  in  the  new 
chapel.  Mrs.  Mary  Fox  gave  an  Allen  two  manual  pipe  organ  in  memory 
of  her  late  husband,  Dr.  M.  O.  Fox,  who  was  a  member  of  the  original 
building  committee  and  had  served  as  a  deacon,  Sunday  School  teacher, 
and  in  various  leadership  roles  in  the  church  prior  to  his  death  on 
February  21, 1963.  A  Baldwin  piano  was  given  in  honor  of  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Norman  by  her  children  and  her  husband.  Mrs.  Norman  had  served  as 
president  of  the  WMU  more  times  than  any  other  one  person;  she  also 
was  a  teacher  in  the  Junior  Department  of  Sunday  School  for  many 
years,  in  addition  to  serving  on  the  Pulpit  Committee  in  1945  and 
again  in  1962.  Her  loyalty,  dedication  and  her  Christian  walk  from 
day  to  day  was  an  inspiration  to  her  own  family,  her  church  family  and 
the  entire  community. 

The  bell  from  the  church  which  formerly  stood  on  Main  Street  was 
installed  in  the  belfry  of  the  chapel  in  May  1968. 

On  Sunday,  June  7,  1970,  Reverend  J.  Parker  McLendon  resigned, 
reading  a  letter  of  resignation  stating  that  he  had  been  asked  to 
serve  as  Superintendent  of  Mills  Home,  the  oldest  of  the  five  North 
Carolina  Baptist  Children's  Homes,  effective  on  July  12, 1970. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  more  fitting  tribute  to  Parker  McLendon *s 
ministry  to  the  people  of  Elkin  and  surrounding  communities  than  the 


78 


one  which  appeared  in  the  May-June  1970  issue  of  the  Deaf  Ministry's 
newletta-,  "The  Silent  Witness." 


^he    Silent    Witness 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Elkin,  North  Carolina 


VOLIME  3:     NO.   3 


MAY-JUNE 


1970 


An  old  friend  leaves 


In  the  middle  of  July  the  Rev. 
J.  Parker  McLendon  nrlll  leave  the 
pastorate  of  the  Elkin  First  Baptist 
Church  to  become  superintendent  of 
Mills  Home,  the  Baptist  Children's 
Heme  in  Thomasville. 

Few  people  will  be  missed  in 
Elkin  as  much  as  will  Parker  McLendon 
because  few  people  have  become  as  in- 
volved with  the  pi^JjB  of  the  town  as 
has  this  man.  His  volunteer  work 
with  the  Elkin  Rescue  Squad,  of  vrtiich 
he  is  chaplain,  has  required  many- 
hours  and  much  work  through  his  seven 
years  as  pastor  here;  he  has  given  of 
himself  enthusiastically  and  without 
complaint. 

Many  in  his  congregation  have 
known  the  comfort  his  presence  has 
given  them  in  hours  of  grief  and  sor- 
row; many  who  have  wrestled  with  de- 
spondency have  found  new  strength  and 
a  clearer  vision  of  God's  healing 
power  through  the  ministry  and  com- 
passion of  Parker  McLendon. 

But  there  is  one  area  of  his 
ministry  of  which  not  everyone  is 
aware:  his  service  to  the  deaf.  Six 
years  ago,  when  the  opportunity  arose 
to  begin  a  deaf  ministry  in  his 
church,  he  made  certain  no  barriers 
stood  in  the  way  of  its  progress. 

He  saw  to  it  that  the  financial 
needs  a  full  ministry  to  the  deaf  re- 
quired were  included  in  the  annual 
church  budget.  He  opened  the  doors 
for  interchange  of  ideas  between  wor- 
kers with  the  deaf  and  the  church 
council.  He  led  out  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  deaf  ministry  committee  to 
act  as  liaison  between  the  church. 


the  deacons,  and  the  deaf.  His  ad- 
vice was  invaluable  as  the  church  be- 
gan two  pioneer  projects,  a  deaf  news 
letter.  The  Silent  Witness,  and  a 
deaf  religious  drama  group,  the  Pied- 
mont Theater  of  the  Deaf. 

The  door  to  his  pastoral  study 
was  always  open  to  the  deaf,  inter- 
preters and  their  problems. . .and  the 
sharing  of  their  ioys. 

His  wife,  Frances,  was  always 
ready  to  give  aid  and  encouragement; 
their  three  daughters.  Novella, 
Martha,  and  Sheryl  learned  sign  lang- 
uage and  participated  in  deaf  acti- 
vities; Novella  interpreted  church 
services  before  she  entered  college. 

Parker  McLendon 's  seven  years  in 
Elkin  were  busy  and  eventful,  and  he 
did  not  always  have  the  time  to 
attend  all  deaf  activities,  but  the 
deaf  knew  his  heart  included  th«n, 
ftod  that  was  all  that  really  mattered. 

Because  they  knew  it,  a  copy  of 
David  0.  Watson's  book,  "Talk  With 
Your  Hands"  will  be  given  to  the 
Elkin  Public  Library  next  month,  in 
his  honor. 

It  will  be  inscribed  with  the 
phrase,  "In  honor  of  the  Rev.  J. 
Parker  McLendon,  Friend  of  the  Deaf." 
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On  Sunday,  June  21,  1970,  a  Pulpit  Committee  was  elected, 
consisting  of  Allen  Adkins,  Richard  Callaway,  Bobby  Carter,  Ralph 
Casstevens,  Jerry  Ferguson,  Mrs.  Margaret  Fincannon,  Mrs.  Mickey  Hair, 
Garland  Johnson,  and  Hugh  Salmons. 

On  Sunday,  July  12,  1970,  Reverend  McLendon  delivered  his  last 
sermon,  and  in  the  evening  a  reception  honoring  the  McLendons  and 
their  daughters.  Novella,  Martha  and  Sheryl,  was  held  in  the 
fellowship  hall.  Mrs.  Jack  Robinson,  Church  Hostess,  was  in  charge  of 
arrangements,  and  Mrs.  Edna  Brendle,  Rower  Chairman,  had  decorated 
the  serving  table  and  the  reception  room  with  beautiful  floral 
arrangements.  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Gifts 
Committee,  presented  a  silver  service  to  the  McLendons  as  a  token  of 
love  and  appreciation  from  the  church. 

Reverend  Flay  S.  Price,  who  was  already  serving  the  church  as 
Assistant  Pastor,  continued  to  lead  the  church  during  the  period  in 
which  a  search  for  a  new  pastor  would  be  going  on. 

So  many  things  happened  during  McLendon 's  years  in  the  turbulent 
sixties--the  civil  rights  movement  gained  momentum,  the  Viemam  war 
escalated,  the  first  moon  landing  occurred,  the  assassinations  of  John 
F.  Kennedy,  Martin  Luther  King  and  Robert  Kennedy,  and  the  impact  of 
television.  It  was  such  a  time  of  social  change  that  the  question  of 
how  to  relate  Christian  faith  to  all  of  this  was  one  of  the  biggest 
challenges. 

The  church  progressed  through  this  era  with  a  long  range 
comprehensive  development  plan  for  wcM-ship,  organizational  and 
building  needs.  In  addition,  a  church  constitution  was  adopted  and, 
as  McLendon  later  observed,  "opened  up  the  church  where  the  church 
claimed  its  right  to  decide  its  own  destiny."  (From  The  Tribune,  May 
15, 1987  reported  by  Anne  Adkins). 
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PART  THREE 

The  Later  Years 

1970-89 
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CHAPTERS 
NEW  DIRECTIONS  FOR  THE  SEVENTIES 

On  March  21,  1971,  upon  recommendation  of  the  Pulpit 
Committee,  First  Baptist  Church  extended  a  call  to  Reverend  Dwane 
R.  Campbell  to  become  its  pastor,  effective  June  1,  1971.  The 
call  was  accepted,  and  he  and  his  family  arrived  in  Elkin  during 
the  first  week  of  June.  He  was  a  compassionate  person,  sensitive 
to  the  needs  of  other  people.  His  warm,  happy  spirit, 
spontaneous  smile  and  optimistic  attitude  permeated  the 
membership,  and  a  strong,  closely  knit  fellowship  existed 
throughout  his  entire  ministry  in  Elkin. 


New  Pastor  and  FamUy 

Mis.  (Yiiginia)  Campbell,  Renee,  Dwane  R.  Campbell 

Dwane,  Jr.  (Chip),  Gregory 

Reverend  Campbell  came  to  First  Baptist  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
three.  Natives  of  Gainesville,  Georgia,  Dwane  and  his  wife, 
Virginia,  arrived  with  their  three  children:  Dwane  R.,  Jr., 
Marcia  Renee,   and  Gregory  Brian.   After  graduation   from   Lyman 
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Hall  High  School,  Campbell  attended  the  University  of  Georgia  and 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  where  he  received  his 
B.D.  and  Th.M.  degrees.  Prior  pastoral  experience  included  the 
Auburn  Baptist  Church,  Auburn,  Georgia,  1956-60;  Sandy  Creek 
Baptist  Church,  Louisburg,  North  Carolina,  1961-64;  and  Assistant 
Pastor  at  Snyder  Memorial  Baptist  Church,  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina,  1964-65.  Thereafter,  he  entered  the  United  States  Army 
and  served  as  an  Army  Chaplain  with  overseas  service  in  Wurzburg, 
Germany,  November  1966-November  1969,  and  duty  in  Vietnam  from 
November  1969-November  1970.  At  the  time  he  accepted  the 
pastorate,  he  was  stationed  at  Fort  Leonard  Wood,  Missouri. 

The  sixties  were  years  of  challenge  for  the  church.  Unlike 
the  peaceful,  prosperous  fifties,  the  sixties  ushered  in  growing 
secularism,  increased  use  of  drugs,  social  unrest  surrounding  the 
Vietnam  War,  and  dramatic  changes  in  moral  attitudes.  These  had 
created  challenges  initially  confronting  the  new  pastor.  As  the 
seventies  wore  on,  people  became  increasingly  self-centered  and 
self-absorbed,  forgetting  their  activism  of  the  sixties  and 
concentrating  on  their  lucrative  careers  of  the  seventies.  This 
new  set  of  problems  called  for  new  and  innovative  directions  for 
ministry. 

One  of  the  ways  Reverend  Campbell  responded  to  these  new 
challenges  was  through  his  counseling.  His  background  of  insight 
and  understanding  from  his  educational,  pastoral  and  military 
experience  increased  his  effectiveness  as  a  counselor.  From  the 
early  days  in  the  Elkin  church,  many  people  sought  his  advice  and 
counsel  with  their  social,  moral,  marital  and  family  problems  as 
well  as  spiritual  problems.  Being  a  compassionate  person  and 
sensitive  to  the  needs  of  other  people,  a  great  deal  of  his  time 
was  spent  counseling  with  members  not  only  of  his  own  church  but 
persons  from  throughout  the  community. 

From  time  to  time,  films  were  shown  to  groups  or  at  evening 
worship  services  on  family  life  problems,  drug  abuse  and  other 
topics  of  vital  interest.  One  speaker  of  note  was  the  Reverend 
Coy  C.  Carpenter,  President  of  the  North  Carolina  Christian 
Action  League,  on  September  12,  1971.  A  leader  against  the  use 
of    alcohol    in    North    Carolina    for    several    years,      Reverend 
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Carpenter  addressed  the  subject  of  alcohol  abuse. 

Work  with  the  youth  of  the  church  was  quickly  undertaken  by 
Campbell.  Special  trips  and  discussion  groups  were  organized, 
including  retreats  to  Caswell,  North  Carolina  Baptist  Assembly 
for  Music  Week.  On  two  or  three  occasions.  Boy  Scouts  and  other 
youth  groups  of  the  church  went  on  camping  trips  to  the 
Okefenokee  Swamp  in  Georgia.  Groups  attended  the  All  State  Youth 
Festival  Workshop,  and  many  attended  different  types  of  programs 
at  the  Southern  Baptist  Assembly  Grounds  at  Ridgecrest,  North 
Carolina. 

During  the  week  of  April  8-13,  1973,  the  church  cooperated  in 
the  World  Mission  Conference  along  with  nineteen  other  churches 
in  the  Elkin  Association.  This  afforded  an  opportunity  to  hear 
first  hand  experiences  from  the  mission  fields  by  guest 
missionaries  from  home,  state  and  foreign  fields. 

In  1971  Fleet  Mathis  began  serving  as  Superintendent  of  Sunday 
School.  In  a  coordinated  effort  involving  teachers,  department 
heads,  and  representatives  from  the  Sunday  School  Department  of 
the  State  Baptist  Convention,  Mathis  led  in  a  re-evaluation  of 
the  total  Sunday  School  ministry  with  recommendations  concerning 
future  directions. 

Approximately  twenty-five  Sunday  School  teachers  and  the 
pastor  traveled  to  Mills  Home  Campus  in  Thomasville  on  a  unique 
mission  opportunity  during  January  1972.  The  pastor  conducted 
classes  for  the  staff  of  the  agency,  and  the  teachers  led  the 
January  Bible  Study. 

In  September  for  several  years,  special  Sunday  School 
preparation  was  scheduled,  sometimes  as  a  cooperative  effort  with 
the  Elkin  Association.  Three  specific  objectives  were  promoted, 
namely:  quality  teaching,  the  training  of  new  teachers,  and 
improved  methods  of  instruction. 

Superintendents  serving  during  the  Campbell  pastorate  were: 
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Robert  H.  Hair 

-  1970-71 

L.  Fleet  Mathis 

-  1971-73 

Garland  Johnson 

- 1973-75 

Mason  Burcham 

-  1975-76 

Glenn  Lewis 

-  1976-77 

Kent  Steele 

-  1977-78 

Glenn  Lewis 

-  1978-79 

Ray  Webb 

- 1979-80 

Jack  DeBorde 

- 1980-81 

Marshall  Campbell  -  1981-83 
Jack  DeBorde         -  1983-84 

For  several  years  prior  to  the  Campbell  ministry.  Miss  Lucille 
Shermer  had  served  as  General  Sunday  School  Secretary.  After 
Miss  Shermer' s  retirement  from  Chatham  Manufacturing  Company  in 
1971,  Mrs.  Luna  Ree  Blackburn  became  General  Secretary  and  served 
until  1987. 

Work  among  prisoners  continued  in  the  seventies  although  the 
number  attending  services  had  declined.  Three  became  members  of 
the  church,  one  of  whom  was  Robert  Rand,  on  profession  of  faith 
on  August  1,  1971.  Rand  was  the  first  black  to  become  a  member 
of  First  Baptist.  Later,  his  wife  was  received  upon  her 
profession  of  faith.  Barbara  Grace,  also  a  black,  was  converted 
and  united  with  the  church.  One  of  the  strong  leaders  in  this 
worthy  effort  was  Jack  Robinson  who  met  an  untimely  death  in  an 
auto  accident  in  November  1975.  Not  only  was  Jack  interested  in 
the  prisoners,  but  he  was  a  Sunday  School  teacher,  deacon,  member 
of  the  Brotherhood,  and  assisted  his  wife,  Fannie  Sue,  who  was 
church  hostess  for  a  number  of  years.  Visitation  was  also  high 
on  his  list  of  priorities;  he,  together  with  Ray  Webb,  Herman 
Gaither,  and  other  men  visited  the  unenhsted,  the  sick,  and  the 
absentees  from  Sunday  School  and  worship  services.  The  real 
scope  of  his  church  related  activities  was  widespread. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  Campbell  pastorate,  the  staff 
was  composed  of  Flay  S.  Price,  Associate  Pastor;  Kay  Wiggs, 
Minister  of  Music  and  Organist;  Mrs.  Dorothy  Hedrick,  Church 
Secretary;  George  Parks,  Custodian,  who  was  succeeded  by  Sanford 
Martin;  and  Mrs.  Jack  (Fannie  Sue)  Robinson,  Church  Hostess.     In 
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February  1972,  Mrs.  Hedrick  resigned  in  order  to  spend  more  time 
with  her  family.  Her  service  was  marked  by  efficiency  and  church 
loyalty,  and  she  was  greatly  missed.  Mrs.  Coney  (Bobbie)  Couch 
was  employed  to  fill  the  secretarial  position. 

In  March,  1972,  Reverend  Flay  S.  Price  resigned  to  become  full 
time  pastor  of  New  Hope  Baptist  Church  in  Kinston,  North 
Carolina.  Flay  and  his  wife,  Edie,  were  greatly  missed.  He 
served  in  the  interim  period  between  McLendon  and  Campbell 
ministries.  As  stated  in  his  letter  of  resignation,  his  and 
Edie's  "stay  in  Elkin  has  been  a  joyous  occasion  interspersed 
with  struggles  and  disappointments.  Edie  and  I  will  be  forever 
grateful  to  many  of  you  for  your  strength  and  concern  during 
these  trying  times."  In  this  period,  their  only  child  was  bom 
and  died  within  a  few  days,  creating  a  deep  void  in  their  lives 
for  the  child  they  wanted  so  much. 

On  April  16,  1972,  a  reception  in  honor  of  the  Prices  was  held 
in  the  fellowship  hall  at  which  time  they  were  presented  with  a 
silver  service  and  a  love  offering. 

Beginning  in  1972,  special  recognition  was  given  to  high 
school  graduation  for  the  young  people  of  First  Baptist.  On  the 
Sunday  before  graduation,  the  seniors  were  asked  to  wear  their 
caps  and  gowns  and  sit  together  in  a  reserved  section  of  the 
sanctuary  at  the  morning  service.  A  gift  was  provided  for  each 
graduate.  In  later  years,  the  Campbells  entertained  the  seniors 
at  a  luncheon  at  their  home  following  the  recognition  service. 
Each  of  the  three  Campbell  children-Dwane  R.,  Jr.  (Chip),  Renee  , 
and  Gregory-graduated  from  Elkin  High  School. 

Not  only  were  youth-oriented  programs  promoted,  but  one  of  the 
most  exciting  programs  continuing  at  Elkin  First  Baptist  was  the 
Adult  Basic  Education  Program.  Through  the  efforts  of  this 
church's  sponsorship,  many  area  citizens  attended  classes  and 
were  able  to  complete  the  required  program  to  receive  high  school 
diplomas.  Much  credit  was  due  to  those  dedicated  Christian 
leaders,  namely,  Mrs.  Jane  McRae,  Mrs.  Garland  Johnson.  Lloyd 
Martin,  Hank  Hawkins,  Mrs.  Mack  Hendrick,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Hedrick,  and 
Mrs.    George    Anderson.    Others  assisting  in  teaching    were    Mrs. 
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Louise  Howell  and  Mrs.  Blendon  Dobbins. 

The  year  1973  began  with  an  addition  to  the  church  staff. 
Several  weeks  prior  to  this  time  the  Personnel  Committee 
recommended  that  Mr.  Wayne  W.  Nidiffer  become  Associate  Minister 
of  Education  and  Youth.  A  recent  graduate  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  he  came  highly  recommended  for  this 
position.  A  reception  in  his  honor  was  held  on  January  14,  1973, 
to  welcome  him  into  the  church.  Under  his  direction,  new  and 
improved  methods  to  help  the  youth  to  a  richer  depth  of  Bible 
study  were  adopted.  In  addition  to  his  work  with  the  young 
people,  Mr.  Nidiffer  was  an  excellent  musician.  In  Sunday 
evening  services,  he  and  Pastor  Campbell,  who  enjoyed  good  music 
and  congregational  singing,  led  in  setting  the  tone  for  real 
worship  experiences  through  hymn  singing.  Mr.  Nidiffer  served 
the  church  until  the  fall  of  1973  when  he  accepted  work  in 
another  state. 

With  a  nursery  designed  to  care  for  infants  and  children  of 
preschool  age,  young  parents  were  encouraged  to  attend  services 
and  leave  their  little  ones  in  the  nursery.  Many  of  the  young 
mothers  and  fathers  as  well  as  volunteers  freely  gave  of  their 
time  so  that  parents  could  attend  worship  services.  Mrs.  Lonnie 
Martin,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Boger,  Mrs.  AUie  H.  Duncan,  Graham  Greene, 
Ray  Webb,  Thomas  Lee  Golden,  Mrs.  Wesley  Adams,  Mrs.  J.  Lee 
Motsinger,  Mrs.  Guy  Mathis  and  many  others  provided  loving  care 
for  the  babies,  toddlers  and  preschool  children.  Several  years 
before,  Guy  Mathis  had  become  the  first  man  to  give  regular 
service  in  the  FBC  nursery  and  was  a  favorite  of  the  children. 
On  the  Sunday  morning  following  his  sudden  death  in  1970,  many 
litde  ones  at  the  church  wept  in  sorrow  for  what  they  could  not 
understand- -their  own  "Mr.  Mathis"  was  gone. 

On  the  second  Sunday  in  May  1973,  Mother's  Day,  a  Parent-Child 
Dedication  Day  was  observed,  a  custom  which  has  continued 
annually.  Mother's  Day  has  special  significance  in  that  it  marks 
the  beginning  of  Christian  Home  and  Family  month.  Mrs.  Allie  H. 
Duncan  helped  to  coordinate  the  details  of  the  service,  providing 
for  special  nursery  attendants.  At  this  service,  parents 
dedicate  themselves  as  Christian  parents,  holding  their  child     in 
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grateful  stewardship,  recognizing  him  or  her  as  a  gift  from  God. 
Those  taking  part  in  this  formal  and  public  dedication  on  May  13, 
1973,  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Anderson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Barker 
III,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Bumgardner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Mastin,  Jr., 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronnie  Transou  and  their  infant  children. 

Another  staff  change  was  announced  on  May  21,  1973,  with  the 
resignation  of  Miss  Kay  Wiggs  as  Minister  of  Music  and  Organist. 
Miss  Wiggs  led  youth  choirs  as  well  as  the  adult  choir  in  true 
worship  experiences.  Music  has  been  a  significant  part  of 
worship  services,  and  Miss  Wiggs  knew  well  the  importance  of 
great  finesse  and  feeling  in  vocal,  orchestral  and  instrumental 
music.  The  choirs  under  her  direction  pointed  clearly  to  the 
hard  work,  deep  involvement,  commitment  and  high  standards  on  her 
part.  A  gift  of  handbells  had  been  presented  to  the  church  by 
Mr.  Walter  Minish,  and  Miss  Wiggs  began  teaching  classes  in  the 
use  and  art  of  playing  handbells,  using  them  from  time  to  time  in 
worship  services. 

Mrs.  Natalie  Williams,  who  already  was  assisting  in  the  church 
musical  program,  was  recommended  by  the  Personnel  Committee  and 
the  Board  of  Deacons  as  full-time  Organist.  She  assumed  her 
duties  as  of  July  1,  1973.  A  native  of  Georgia,  Mrs.  Williams 
earned  her  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Music  from  Georgia  State  College 
and  had  served  on  the  faculty  of  Blue  Mountain  College  in 
Mississippi,  and  Appalachian  State  University,  Boone,  North 
Carolina.  Mrs.  WiUiams  and  her  husband,  J.  Livingston  Williams, 
who  was  an  attorney,  came  to  Elkin  to  reside  soon  after  World  War 
II.  They  united  with  First  Baptist,  and  both  became  involved  in 
the  church,  he  as  a  teacher  in  Sunday  School  and  Clerk  of  the 
Elkin  Baptist  Association  for  many  years,  and  she  as  a  musician. 
She  was  also  an  accomplished  violinist  and  performed  many  times 
on  the  violin  in  various  musical  events  not  only  in  the  church 
but  at  other  churches  in  the  community,  the  schools  and  special 
civic  events.  On  a  daily  basis  she  taught  music.  With  diligence 
and  dedication,  she  practiced  many  hours  each  week  on  the  organ, 
and  skillfully  and  creatively  prepared  her  arrangements  for 
worship  services.  Her  faithfulness,  loyalty,  gentle,  kind  and 
cooperative  manner  endeared  her  to  the  youth  choirs,  adult 
Sanctuary  Choir,  and  to  the  entire  membership  and  community  at 
large. 
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The  decade  of  the  seventies  resulted  in  many  lifestyle 
changes,  with  a  myriad  of  social  and  outside  activities  drawing 
the  youth  to  non-related  church  activities.  Yet  many  of  the 
youth  of  First  Baptist  were  involved  in  church  oriented 
activities-music,      sign     language    courses.    Boy     Scouts,      and 
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fellowship  groups.  The  pastor,  along  with  Sunday  School 
teachers,  dedicated  leaders  and  parents  in  church  training  and 
mission  organizations.  Minister  of  Music,  Boy  Scout  leaders  and 
volunteers,  encouraged  and  supported  these  young  people  in  their 
various  programs.  Groups  were  taken  to  the  North  Carolina 
Baptist  Assembly  (Caswell)  at  Southport  on  many  occasions, 
including  one  Youth-Adult  Music  Week  in  July  1974.  Chip,  Renee  , 
and  Greg  Campbell;  Frances,  Louise  and  Shirley  Campbell;  Kim 
Clanton,  Laura  Eldridge,  Anita  Holcomb,  Kirk  Lawrence,  Libby 
Owens,  Jody  Simpson,  Pam  Culberson,  Laura  Greene,  Scott  Reynolds, 
Jeff  Alexander  and  Jill  Yarboro  attended  along  with  sponsors 
Sarah  and  Marshall  Campbell  and  Mrs.  Larry  Reynolds.  This  group 
participated  in  the  music  programs  provided  and  enjoyed 
recreational  events  planned  for  the  week.  Reports  of  their 
conduct  and  behavior  were  excellent.  The  Herald  of  August  4, 
1974  provided  these  comments  from  their  sponsors: 

YOUNG  PEOPLE,  WE  SALUTE  YOU!!!  What  a  thrill  it  was 
to  hear  the  report  of  the  adult  sponsors  of  our  Youth  Group 
when  they  returned  from  a  week  at  Caswell!  Your  Youth 
Group  represented  our  church  and  our  Lord  in  a  manner  that 
makes  us  proud!  Sarah  Campbell  said,  "Those  young  people 
went  all  out  to  cooperate."  Marshall  Campbell  said,  "We  didn't 
have  a  single  problem...they  were  a  tremendous  group!"  Tommy 
Yarboro  said,  "Our  group  was  small  in  number,  but  they  are  the 
finest  group  of  kids  Tve  ever  seen."  In  recent  years  some 
churches  have  experienced  such  disciplinary  problems  that 
assembly  officials  have  asked  that  they  not  return  to  the 
assembly.  We  at  FBC  salute  our  youth! 

One  among  the  young  people  active  in  church  from  early 
childhood  was  Paul  Lawrence,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Lawrence 
and  the  twin  brother  of  Sammy  Lawrence.  Paul  committed  his  life 
to  full-time  Christian  service  on  June  23,  1974.  At  that  time  he 
was  attending  Gardner- Webb  College  with  plans  to  continue  his 
education  at  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  preparation 
for  Christian  educational  ministry.  He  had  displayed  fine 
Christian  qualifications  for  this  kind  of  work. 

In  June  1975,  the  church  approved  his  application  for 
admission  to  the  Seminary.     In  the  fall  of  1976,  Paul  enrolled  at 
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Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  and  united  with  the  Cresent 
Hill  Baptist  Church  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  After  his 
graduation,  on  Sunday,  May  7,  1978,  the  Board  of  Deacons 
recommended  to  the  church  that  he  be  Ucensed  by  the  church  for 
the  Christian  Education  Ministry,  a  recommendation  which  was 
approved  by  the  church.  At  the  evening  service  on  Sunday,  May 
14,  1978,  the  church  granted  his  official  license  to  the  Ministry 
of  Religious  Education.  The  pastor  read  the  letter  of  the  church 
granting  such  hcense,  and  he  presented  Paul  with  a  Bible  from 
the  church.  Paul  had  accepted  a  call  to  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Parkersburg,  West  Virginia,  where  he  began  work  soon 
thereafter.  He  has  since  served  in  other  churches  and  is 
presendy  teaching  in  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina. 

In  order  to  have  a  church  staff  to  adequately  serve  the  needs 
of  an  increase  in  membership  and  an  enlarged  program  to  meet  the 
diverse  needs  of  all  age  groups  of  the  congregation,  the  church 
called  another  staff  member,  namely,  Mr.  Joe  Dell  Rust,  to  serve 
as  Minister  of  Music  and  Education.  An  effort  had  been  underway 
for  many  months  to  secure  someone  well  quahfied  for  this 
position.  On  recommendation  by  the  Personnel  Committee  and  the 
Board  of  Deacons  along  with  the  pastor,  the  church  voted  on  June 
23,  1974  to  employ  Mr.  Rust  effective  August  11,  1974.  Rust  came 
from  North  Kannapolis  Baptist  Church,  Kannapolis,  N.  C,  from  a 
similar  position  in  that  church.  Soon  he,  his  wife  Martha,  who 
was  very  supportive  of  his  music  ministry,  and  their  three 
children-Melonie,  Michele  and  Kristin-moved  into  the  community. 
His  coming  began  an  expanded  musical  program  with  dedication  and 
skill  for  the  best  quality  music  in  worship  services.  Music  has 
been  and  is  an  important  part  of  a  true  worship  experience  at 
First  Baptist  Services  were  well  planned  for  truly  meaningful 
times  of  praise,  prayer  and  preaching.  Both  Campbell  and  Rust 
worked  well  together  as  a  team  and  quite  often  sang  duets.  (More 
about  the  vital  contribution  which  Joe  Dell  Rust  has  made  to  the 
church  appears  in  the  section  on  Special  Reports.) 

Budgets  were  presented  to  the  church  for  adoption  during  the 
latter  part  of  each  year  from  a  Finance  Committee  which  annually 
scrutinized  the  needs  of  the  church,  spending  many  hours  in 
meetings  considering  the  total  program  and  operating  needs.     Just 
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as  any  business  must  survey  its  needs  and  study  its  anticipated 
goals,  so  does  a  church  have  a  responsibility  to  be  fiscally 
sound  in  the  use  of  the  Lord's  money.  Paul  Hinshaw,  Church 
Treasurer,  along  with  Sarah  Campbell,  Financial  Secretary,  met 
with  the  committee.  Funds  were  allocated  to  Missions,  including 
the  Cooperative  Program,  local  ministries,  and  Foreign  Missions, 
and  to  administrative  expenses,  operating  costs,  education  and 
training,  and  property  and  maintenance  expense. 

First  Baptist  has  been  fortunate  in  its  stewardship  of  money, 
time  and  talents.  Pastors  in  many  churches  have  had  to  beg  and 
plead  with  their  congregations  for  adequate  support  of  church 
programs,  but  First  Baptist  has  been  blessed  with  a  membership 
which  freely  and  generously  gives  of  its  means.  Many  church 
members  tithe  regularly  and  the  young  people  have  been  urged  to 
tithe,  even  in  their  younger  years  from  allowances  and  part-time 
jobs.  The  scriptural  basis  for  tithing  was  strongly  emphasized 
by  Reverend  Eph  Whisenhunt,  and  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  has 
consistently  encouraged  tithing.  Consequently,  the  church's 
stewardship  has  continued  to  bear  fruits  through  the  years. 

In  some  of  the  lean  years  of  the  economy,  a  deficit  would 
exist,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  budget  was  met  except  for  a 
year  or  two,  and  on  many  occasions  the  budget  was  surpassed  in 
addition  to  special  offerings  such  as  the  Lx)ttie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering,  the  years  of  special  offering  for  Missionary  Emma 
Cooke,  and  World  Hunger.  The  budget  of  1975  was  exceeded  by 
$13,656.94;  the  Lottie  Moon  goal  was  exceeded  and  the  Cooperative 
Program  also  surpassed,  thus  fulfilling  the  financial  goals  of 
the  church  in  the  spirit  of  Christian  stewardship.  Rarely  did 
Pastor  Campbell  have  to  urge  commitment  to  stewardship  except  in 
summer  months  when  many  were  away  on  vacations  and  offerings 
would  lag  from  time  to  time,  but  by  year's  end  the  budget  needs 
would  be  met.  The  first  budget  adopted  in  1971  after  Campbell 
assumed  his  pastorate  was  $104,043.00.  The  budget  for  the  year 
1984,  the  year  in  which  he  resigned  to  assume  another  pastorate, 
was  $235,244.01.  He  often  expressed  his  thanks  for  the 
generosity  of  the  people  and  thanked  God  for  blessing  His  people 
and  their  gifts  for  His  Kingdom's  work. 
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A  signiHcant  revival  was  held  April  13-17,  1975,  with  Dr. 
Luther  Joe  Thompson,  Pastor  of  First  B^^tist  Church,  Richmond, 
Virginia,  preaching.  Dr.  Thompson  was  a  well  known  Baptist 
leader  who  had  held  pastorates  in  Tennessee,  Oklahoma  and 
Mississippi,  and  served  on  numerous  denominational  boards  and 
agencies  as  well  as  being  the  author  of  two  well-known  books, 
Monday  Morning  Religion  and  Through  Discipline  to  Joy.  Informal 
luncheon  meetings  were  held  at  noon  with  Dr.  Thompson  bringing  a 
message  thereafter.  Messages  at  the  evening  services  were  of  a 
warm,  open  and  affirming  ^proach,  dwelhng  especially  on  "Making 
Love  Tangible"  in  our  lives.  Many  responses  were  made  of 
rededication  and  renewal  with  nine  additions  to  the  church. 

Well-attended  activities,  including  covered  dish  meals  in  the 
fellowship  hall,  outside  on  the  church  grounds,  at  Elkin  Memorial 
Park,  and  on  the  mountain  at  Doughton  Park  on  the  Blue  Ridge 
Parkway  were  held  frequently.  On  sev^al  occasions  the  covered 
dish  meals  would  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  completion  of 
practice  sessions  of  the  children *s  choirs  in  the  spring,  with  a 
special  program  being  presented  by  the  choirs  under  the  direction 
of  Joe  Dell  Rust  and  the  leaders  of  the  respective  age  groups. 
At  other  times,  a  church-wide  picnic  was  held  prior  to  the  high 
school  graduates  leaving  for  college.  The  mountain  picnics  were 
usually  held  on  or  near  July  4th.  This  provided  an  outing  of  fun 
for  the  children  to  play  as  well  as  for  the  adults  to  relax  in 
the  cool  mountain  breezes,  play  ball,  hike,  or  just  sit  and  visit 
with  friends.  An  abundance  of  food  was  enjoyed.  The  July  1976 
picnic  at  Doughton  Park  was  saddened  by  the  tragic  bums  received 
by  Marshall  Campbell  earlier  in  the  day  while  working  on  a 
utility  pole  at  Unifi,  Inc.  in  Yadkinville.  He  was  transferred 
to  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital  in  Winston-Salem  where  he 
remained  for  several  weeks. 

Wednesday  night  suppers  were  held  at  intervals  in  the  old 
church  on  Main  Street.  Kitchen  facilities  were  limited,  and 
often  food  preparation  was  done  in  the  homes  of  members  and 
brought  to  the  church  to  be  served.  In  the  new  church  facility, 
an  adequate  kitchen  was  included  with  sufficient  space  in  the 
fellowship  hall  for  serving  meals.  Wednesday  night  meals  were 
held    for    Sunday  School  officers  and  teachers    with    Mrs.    James 
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Burcham  in  charge  of  these  meals  for  several  years.  Many  women 
of  the  church  assisted  in  preparation  and  serving,  some  of  whom 
helping  on  a  regular  basis  were  Mrs.  Tom  Harris,  Mrs.  Annie 
Russell,  Miss  Mattie  Mae  Powell,  Mrs.  Mary  Fox,  Mrs.  I.  C.  Yates 
and  Mrs.  Silas  Nichols.  Circle  members  also  assisted  in  serving. 

During  the  final  years  of  the  Howard  J.  Ford  pastorate,  the 
church  adopted  a  church-wide  family  night  program  to  lighten  the 
heavy  schedule  of  meetings,  choir  rehearsals,  etc.,  throughout 
the  week.  During  Campbell's  pastorate,  the  family  night  program, 
which  had  proved  extremely  popular  among  both  members  and 
prospective  members,  was  modified  to  better  serve  the 
organizations  and  groups.  Due  to  the  many  social  and  economic 
changes  in  our  society,  with  children  being  involved  in  many 
extracurricular  activities,  families  were  encouraged  to  have 
their  Wednesday  evening  meals  at  the  church.  Mission  groups, 
choir  groups,  committees,  deacons,  Sunday  School  leaders  and 
other  organizations  scheduled  meetings  before  and  after  the 
evening  meal  with  the  mid-week  prayer  service  to  follow.  Adult 
choir  practice  followed  the  prayer  service. 

Response  to  this  arrangement  was  good.  Not  only  was  this  a 
time  to  enjoy  a  meal,  but  a  time  of  fellowship  among  members.  In 
the  beginning,  a  nominal  charge  of  fifty  cents  per  meal  was  made. 
From  time  to  time,  the  price  of  meals  has  been  increased,  but  an 
effort  has  been  made  at  all  times  to  keep  a  minimal  charge. 

At  a  special  church  conference  held  on  July  7,  1976,  the 
following  were  nominated  to  serve  as  the  Nominating  Committee  for 
1976-77: 

Mrs.  Helen  Anderson 
Mason  Burcham 
Ralph  Casstevens 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Dickson 
Carter  Dickson 
F.  M.  (Buzz)  Finney 
Miss  Lucy  Gray 
Fred  Harris 
Mrs.  Flora  Johnson 
Mrs.  Gladys  Lane 
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Kirk  Lawrence 
Glenn  Lewis 
Charles  Myers  (Chmn,) 
Dr.  Eldon  Parks 
Ray  Webb 
Tommy  Yarboro 

In  1959  Mrs.  Fannie  Sue  Robinson  became  church  hostess, 
serving  until  April  1978.  Later  in  the  year  Mrs.  Elsie  Boyd 
became  church  hostess  with  Mrs.  Queen  Martin  as  assistant. 

In  order  to  assist  with  the  Wednesday  evening  meals,  special 
events,  and  the  purchase  of  food  and  supplies,  kitchen  committees 
were  appointed.  Richard  Culberson  served  as  Chairman  in  1973 
with  Mabel  Culberson,  Dillard  Howell,  Betty  Conley,  and  Mrs.  Tom 
Harris  as  committee  members.  Later  Miss  Betty  Conley  served  as 
chairman,  assisted  by  Sarah  Eidson,  Lloyd  Martin,  Mrs.  Herman 
Royall,  Mrs.  Elsie  Boyd,  Mrs.  Glenn  Lewis,  George  Hildt,  Mrs. 
George  Anderson  and  Miss  Jane  Anthony.  Mrs.  Larry  Reynolds  has 
served  as  chairman  in  addition  to  Mrs.  Lucille  Moseley  and  Mrs. 
Helen  Caton. 

Fannie  Sue  served  the  church  faithfully  and  well  in  this  post 
and  the  pastor  noted  in  The  Herald  of  April  16,  1978: 

Fannie  Sue  has  been  a  dedicated  servant  of  the  Lord.  We  are 
aware  that  many  times  she  has  gone  the  second  mile,  even  the 
third  and  fourth  miles,  in  her  effort  to  serve  the  needs  of  our 
church  and  community.  I  thank  God  for  her  and  for  her  service 
through  the  years.  We  owe  her  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  and 
praise.  I  am  certain  that  you  will  want  to  express  your 
appreciation  for  what  she  has  meant  to  our  church  and  community. 

On  April  30,  1978,  immediately  following  the  evening  hour  of 
worship,  a  reception  was  held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  honoring 
Mrs.  Robinson.  Dr.  Campbell  presented  her  with  an  engraved  watch 
bearing  the  dates  of  her  service,  1959-1978,  and  a  check  as  a 
love  offering. 

The     pastor's  assistants  were  many;  not  only  the  office     staff 
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who  were  on  the  job  daily,  but  deacons  were  a  main  support  group- 
-spiritual  leaders  as  shown  in  the  Scriptures,  ministering  to 
those  suffering  illnesses,  bereavement  or  a  crisis  of  any  nature. 
A  Family  Ministry  Program  was  initiated  with  the  local  membership 
being  divided  into  groups  and  assigned  to  a  deacon.  Each  deacon 
was  encouraged  to  visit  each  member  on  his  or  her  group.  If  any 
special  need  arose,  the  member  was  encouraged  to  contact  his  or 
her  deacon  for  any  assistance  needed,  spiritual  or  otherwise. 

Deacons  met  with  the  pastor  in  prayer  service  before  the 
Sunday  worship  hour,  and  all  deacons  were  encouraged  to  set  aside 
this  time  to  ask  for  God's  presence  and  power  in  the  services  of 
the  day.  At  various  times  the  pastor  would  lead  in  an 
orientation  study  of  deacon  ministries.  A  Deacon  of  the  Week  was 
a  feature  for  a  period  of  time  in  The  Herald.  The  deacon's  photo 
was  published  along  with  the  names  of  members  assigned  to  him  or 
her. 

The  following  deacons  served  during  Campbell's  ministry,  many  as 
Moderator  or  Chairman  of  the  Board  (C  -  indicates  Chairman  of  the 
Board;  M  -  indicates  Moderator): 


Wesley  Adams 
Allen  Adkins  (C/M) 
Ira  Billings 
Douglas  Brendle 
William  B.  Bruce 
Mason  Burcham 
EUzabeth  Callaway  (C/M) 
Richard  F.  Callaway  (M) 
Marshall  Campbell  (C) 
Mickey  Carter 
Robert  W.  Carter 
Ralph  Casstevens  (C/M) 
Frank  Clanton 
Coney  C.  Couch 
Richard  Culberson  (M) 
Velma  Darnell 
Jack  DeBorde 
Carter  Dickson 


W.S.(Bud)Holcomb 
Dillard  Howell 
Harry  Jennings 
Jack  Jemigan 
Garland  Johnson  (C) 
Gladys  Lane 
Joe  LayeU  (C/M) 
Glenn  Lewis 
Lloyd  Martin 
Lonnie  Martin 
Fred  Mastin 
Reet  Mathis  (C/M) 
Larry  McCann 
Dr.  C.  A.  McNeill,  Jr. 
J.  Lee  Motsinger 
Charles  C.  Myers 
Adrian  Nixon 
Fred  Norman 
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David  Dickson  Dr.  Eldon  Parks 

Ernest  Edwards  Dr.  Doyle  Pruett 

Claude  Eldridge  R.  L.  Reinhardt 

Julian  S.  Elmore  Larry  Reynolds 

Jerry  Ferguson  Jack  Robinson 

Dr.  Lin  Fincannon  (M)  Roxie  Roth 

Reece  Gilliam  Hugh  Salmons  (M) 

Thomas  Lee  Golden  Kent  Steele 

Albert  Gregory  Roy  Stewart  (C/M) 

Robert  Hair  Dr.  V.  W.  TaylOT 

Fred  Harris  Ronnie  Transou 

Mack  Hendrick  (C/M)  Ray  Webb  (C/M) 

PaulHinshaw  Tommy  Yarboro 

The  Deacon  Family  Ministry  Program  was  a  source  of  daily  help, 
especially  to  the  pastor.  Others  served  on  committees  promoting 
efficiency  in  the  total  church  program  of  finance,  personnel, 
music,  church  maintenance,  building  and  grounds,  library, 
kitchen,  flowers,  and  others  in  overseeing  and  acting  responsibly 
in  their  selected  and  appointed  roles  of  service. 

Property  maintenance,  and  building  and  grounds  committee 
members  often  found  themselves  engaged  in  many  hours  of  work, 
including  manual  labor.  Claude  Eldridge,  Marshall  Campbell, 
Albert  Gregwy,  Silas  Nichols,  Ross  Fox,  Bud  Holcomb  and  others 
spent  hours  in  this  area  of  service.  Frequently  problems  arose 
in  winter  months,  and  Marshall  Campbell,  Albert  Gregory,  Claude 
Eldridge  and  otiiers  found  themselves  in  the  furnace  room  making 
adequate  adjustments  to  the  furnace  in  order  to  provide 
sufficient  heat  for  Sunday  School  and  worship  services  on  the 
Sabbadi  Day. 
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aoone  R.   Cmpbztt Pastor       ffffl^  i  'TBT^I 
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UfU .    Natatiz  (tJAJitiamA Organist      ^^^^jS^HN^H 

Tirst  :Baptisl  Church '-'Elhin,  N.  C 


PASTOR'S  PARAGRAPHS: 

A  special  note  of  thanks  to  some  of  our  members  who 
have  worked  above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty  during 
the  hot  summer  months !  Jack  Robinson  and  Richard 
Culberson  meet  regularly  here  at  the  church  to  mow  the 
steep  bank  at  the  south  side  of  our  building.  Their 
special  effort  has  caused  many  comments  on  the  manicured 
look  of  our  church  property.  Jack  DeBorde  spent  most 
of  two  days  supervising  the  resurfacing  and  repair  work 
on  the  parking  lot.  Claude  Eldridge  can  be  observed 
after  every  service  turning  off  lights  and  air  con- 
ditioning and  looking  after  the  many  details  having  to 
do  with  building  care,  Marshall  Campbell  and  Albert 
Gregory  continue  to  cheerfully  give  of  their  knowledge 
and  time.   Recently,  we  encountered  a  problem  with  the 
air  conditioning.  An  air  conditioning  firm  offered  a 
"conservative  estimate"  of  $612.00  to  do  the  work. 
Marshall  and  Albert  repaired  the  unit  for  $51.66  in 
parts.   Garland,  Flora  and  Charles  Johnson  have  been 
seen  at  various  times  weeding  and  working  in  the 
.{    shrubbery.   Mack  Hendrick,  Betty  Motsinger  and  Jerry 
Swaim  are  supervising  a  group  of  hi-schoolers  in 
redecorating  their  Sunday  School  Department.   Nell  Carter 
spends  hours  organizing  the  church  music  library  and 
Hattyebelle  Eidson  and  Dixie  Glenn  give  much  time  in 
organizing  and  operating  the  clothes  closet.   Other 
members  slip  in  during  the  week  to  make  rooms  ready  for 
Bible  classes  or  to  take  care  of  special  projects  they 
have  noted.   We  ought  to  thank  God  for  these  people. 
They  know  the  joy  of  service.   The  statement,  "somebody 
ought  to  do  something  about  that,"  is  unknown  to  them. 
They  hear  their  call  when  they  see  the  need  and  they 
discover  the  satisfaction  of  involvement.  Thank  you. 
Christian  friends! 


At    the    time  the  new  church  was  occupied  in    June    1955,    the 
organ    which  had  been  in  use  since  the  early  1940s  was    moved    to 
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the  new  church.  Over  the  years  it  had  required  much  work  in 
needed  repairs  and  the  usefulness  of  the  organ  was  waning.  Early 
in  the  Campbell  pastorate  it  was  decided  that  a  new  pipe  organ 
should  be  acquired.  A  committee  composed  of  Mrs.  Floyd  Brendle, 
Chairman,  Mrs.  Natalie  WilUams,  Mrs.  V.  W.  Taylor  Jr.,  J.  Lee 
Motsinger,  Adrian  Nixon  and  Jim  Miller  was  appointed  to  study  the 
church's  needs,  investigate  as  to  price  and  type  of  organ,  and  to 
make  recommendations  concerning  the  possible  purchase  of  a  new 
instrument.  After  intensive  investigation,  the  committee  on 
recommendation  from  the  Board  of  Deacons  presented  specifications 
and  submitted  a  report  to  the  church  on  Sunday,  May  5,  1974.  An 
organ  by  W.  Zimmer  &  Sons,  organ  builders,  was  recommended.  The 
console  size  of  the  proposed  organ  was  approximately  the  same  as 
the  organ  in  use  (two  manuals),  with  more  stops  than  the  present 
instrument  and  with  far  more  possibilities  which  would  be  capable 
of  furnishing  the  type  of  music  that  the  church  would  need  at  a 
price  of  approximately  $49,000.00.  Free  service  would  be 
furnished  by  the  company  for  five  years,  with  an  annual  payment 
of  $100.00  for  service  thereafter.  The  company  also  promised  to 
keep  the  present  organ  in  playing  condition  until  the  new  one  was 
built-approximately  fifteen  months. 

At  the  time  of  the  recommendation,  the  sum  of  about  $8,000.00 
was  on  hand.  Memorials  to  the  organ  fund  had  been  suggested  and 
much  of  the  amount  was  acquired  through  this  method.  Plans  were 
worked  out  through  the  finance  committee  for  down  payment. 

The  recommendation  of  the  organ  committee  was  approved.  Work 
proceeded  and  the  new  organ  was  first  used  for  the  morning 
worship  service  on  Sunday,  December  21,  1975.  At  4:00  p.m.  on 
Sunday,  February  22,  1976,  formal  dedication  of  the  organ  was 
held  with  a  recital  given  by  Mr.  James  Twyne  who  was  staff 
organist  and  voice  tuner  for  the  Wilhelm  H.  Zimmer  Company. 

Revival  services  were  held  during  the  week  of  April  11-14, 
1976,  with  Dr.  James  C.  Cammack,  Pastor  of  Snyder  Memoral  Baptist 
Church,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  as  guest  minister.  On  Saturday  and 
Sunday  evening,  April  24-25,  1976,  a  pulpit/music  drama, 
"Celebrate  Life"  by  Courtney  and  Red,  was  presented  by  the  Youth 
and    Chancel    Choirs    with    Joe  Dell    Rust,    Minister    of   Music, 
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directing.  Full  choir  of  seventy-five  singers  presented  the 
program  from  memory,  with  lighting,  staging,  props,  dramatic 
movement  and  slides.  Accompanying  the  singers  were  fourteen 
instruments  and  an  orchestral  tape.  Narrators  were  Chip 
Campbell,  Marshall  Campbell,  Steve  Pickard  and  Kirk  Lawrence. 
Handbells  were  also  used.  Soloists  were  Tom  Yarboro,  Kitty 
Brendle,  Burt  Taylor,  Phyllis  Reynolds,  Ruth  Pickard,  Donnie 
Darnell,  Melonie  Rust,  Craig  Bruce,  Amalie  Walker  and  Renee 
Campbell. 

Bible  study  is  designed  to  encourage  individuals  to  personally 
involve  themselves  in  day  to  day  study  of  the  Word  of  God. 
Pastor  Campbell's  perception  of  a  well-rounded  Christian  was  a 
commitment  to  read  and  study  the  Scriptures  as  Paul  charged  young 
Timothy  to  "study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman 
that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth"  (2  Timothy  2:15).  Features  of  Sunday  evening  services  and 
Wednesday  prayer  meetings  were  books  from  both  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  taught  by  Dr.  Campbell.  Text  books  were  available  as 
aides  for  these  studies.  By  special  arrangement  with  the 
Seminary  Extension  Department,  courses  for  college  credit  were 
made  available  to  the  local  membership  and  to  others  within  the 
Elkin  Association  or  neighboring  associations.  "Introduction  to 
the  Old  Testament,  Part  I"  was  completed  by  fifty-two  students  in 
June  1977.  "Great  Doctrines  of  the  Bible,"  a  twelve- week 
course,  was  also  taught  to  about  thirty  students  in  1978.  This 
arrangement  was  a  pioneer  approach  to  church  training  in  Piedmont 
North  Carolina. 

Classes  were  also  taught  on  a  regular  basis  for  new  members  by 
the  pastor  and  at  other  times  by  Anne  Adkins.  Courses  in  Baptist 
Doctrine  were  taught  at  intervals.  These  opportunities  of 
spiritual  discernment  and  enrichment  were  just  another 
manifestation  of  Campbell's  belief  that  new  dimensions  of  growth 
potential  to  every  life  should  be  addressed. 

The  weekend  of  May  14-15,  1977,  was  one  of  special 
significance  for  the  Campbell  family  as  well  as  for  First  Baptist 
Church.  On  Saturday,  May  14th,  Dwane  R.  Campbell  was  awarded  his 
Doctor   of   Ministry    degree   from    Southeastern    Seminary,    Wake 
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Forest,  N.  C.  On  Sunday,  May  15,  1977,  Mrs.  Virginia  Campbell 
received  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  graduating  magna  cum  laude 
from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Greensboro.  May  15th 
also  marked  Dr.  Campbell's  thirty-ninth  birthday. 

Fully  believing  that  he  should  pursue  his  education  further 
and  with  the  opportunity  to  do  so,  he  had  resumed  work  on  his 
doctorate  near  the  end  of  1974.  Having  acquired  a  B.S.  degree 
from  the  University  of  Georgia  in  1960,  he  was  admitted  to 
Southeastern  Seminary  where  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Th.M. 
degree.  After  serving  two  pastorates  and  seven  years  in  the 
Army,  he  began  his  work  at  First  Baptist  Church. 

The  fervor  of  learning  caught  up  with  Mrs.  Campbell  in  1974. 
She  too  had  attended  the  University  of  Georgia's  Off-Campus 
Center  in  Gainesville  after  her  marriage  to  Dr.  Campbell  in  1956. 
She  dropped  out  after  her  freshman  year.  While  in  Germany,  she 
took  German  language  courses.  In  the  summer  of  1974,  she 
enrolled  at  Surry  Community  College,  and  the  following  year 
transferred  to  UNC-G  as  an  English  major.  During  all  this  time 
she  commuted  to  Greensboro  several  days  each  week,  kept  her  home 
going,  and  studied  long  hours.  For  her  excellence  she  was 
awarded  the  English  Department's  Bess  Scott  Causey  Scholarship 
and,  in  addition,  for  her  academic  achievements  she  received  her 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  Key  as  a  member  of  that  distinguished  society. 

None  of  this  was  easy  for  either  Dr.  or  Mrs.  Campbell.  Being 
a  pastor  and  carrying  on  full-time  duties  as  such  meant  a 
grueling  schedule,  but  determination  and  belief  in  development  of 
God-given  talents  and  his  concept  of  leadership  in  the  pastoral 
ministry  led  him  to  drive  toward  that  end. 

This  was  not  done  either  without  the  full  cooperation  of  the 
three  children  in  the  family-Chip,  Renee  and  Greg~as  well  as 
the  constant  support  from  Reverend  Joe  Dell  Rust,  Associate 
Minister,  and  other  staff  members,  namely,  Mrs.  Coney  Couch, 
Administrative  Assistant,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Campbell,  Church 
Financial  Secretary. 
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The  third  graduation  in  the  Campbell  family  occurred  within  a 
few  weeks  when  Dwane  R.  (Chip)  Campbell,  Jr.  graduated  from  Elkin 
High  School. 


COmiTYEES 
(Term  of  Service  Runs  to  October  1,  1978  or  October  1,  1979) 


BAPTISM 

RECREATION 

Mrs.  Bud  (Lorene)  Holcomb,  Chm. 

'78 

James  Marsh,  Chairman 

•78 

Mrs.  Tom  (Sylvia)  Eidson 

'78 

Mary  Marsh 

•78 

Vance  Byrd 

•78 

Larry  Reynolds 

•78 

Mrs.  John  (Irma)  Steele 

'79 

Larry  Absher 

•78 

Silas  Nichols 

•79 

Frank  Hendrick 

•79 

FINANCE 

TELLERS 

Charles  Myers,  Chairman 

'78 

Clyd 

le  Combs,  Chairman 

•78 

Dick  Callaway 

'78 

Charlie  Alexander 

•78 

Bill  Bruce 

'78- 

Tommy  Yarboro 

•79 

Al  Adkxns 

'78 

Lonnie  Martin 

'79 

Floyd  Brendle 

•79 

Clyde  Combs 

•79 

KITCHEN 

Lucille  Golden 

•79 

V.  W.  Taylor 

'79 

Mrs. 

Larry  (Phyllis)  Reynolds, Chm. 

•79 

Ray  Webb 

'79 

Mrs. 

Elsie  Boyd 

•78 

Paul  Hinshaw,  Ex  Officio 

Mrs. 

Helen  Anderson 

•78 

Sarah  Campbell,  Ex  Officio 

Miss 

Jane  Anthony 

•78 

Mrs. 

Martha  Rust 

•79 

MEMBERSHIP 

Carl 

Calloway 

'79 

Mrs. 

Fannie  Sue  Robinson,  Ex  Officio 

Mrs.  Adrian  (Thelma)  Nixon,  Chm. 

'78 

Mrs.  Jane  McRae 

'78 

LIBRARY 

Mrs.  Carol  Bruce 

'78 

Mrs.  Mary  Harris 

•79 

Mrs. 

David  (Billie)  Aman,  Chm. 

•78 

Mrs.  Hattyebelle  Eidson 

^79 

Mrs. 

Ross  (Laura)  Fox 

•78 

Adrian  Nixon 

'79 

Mrs^. 

Jack  (Margaret)  Walker 

'79 

Mrs. 

J.  Lee  (Bettie)  Motsinger 

'79 

PERSONNEL 

Mrs. 

Carl  (Eva)  Calloway,  Ex  Officio 

Mrs.  Paul  (Dot)  Hinshaw,  Chm. 

'78 

LORD'S  SUPPER 

' 

Fred  Norman 

•78 

Claude  McNeill 

'78 

Mrs. 

Kenneth  (Lois)  Elledge,  Chm. 

'78 

Herman  Guyer 

'78 

Mrs. 

Dan  Hudson 

'TS 

Ralph  Cas Stevens 

•79 

Mrs. 

Vena  Darnell 

'78 

Mrs.  Carl  (Mary)  Bins on 

•79 

Mr. 

iMrs.  Ernest  Edwards 

'78 

Mrs. 

Betty  Tucker 

'79 

PROPERTIES 

Mr. 

&  Mrs.  L.  E.  Owens 

•79 

AI  Gregory 

'78 

NURSERY 

H.  H.  Baker 

•78 

Mrs.  Roxie  Roth 

•78 

Mrs. 

E.  R.  (Dot)  Hedrick.  Chairman 

Jack  DeBorde 

•78 

Kent 

Steele 

Jim  Miller 

•78 

Anne 

Adkins 

Bud  Holcomb 

•78 

Mrs. 

Judy  Carter 

Claude  Eldridge 

•79 

Mrs. 

Don  (Kara)  Price 

Marshall  Campbell 

•79 

Mrs. 

Ray  (Margaret)  Webb 

Fred  Mas tin,  Jr. 

'79 

David  Aman 

•79 

-) 
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A  special  day  of  historic  significance  in  the  church  occurred 
on  Sunday,  May  31,  1981.  During  the  latter  part  of  April,  the 
Deacon  Board  appointed  a  committee  to  implement  a  plan  to  retire 
the  remaining  building  debt  for  the  addition  of  the  chapel  in  the 
amount  of  $10,595.51,  ahead  of  the  final  scheduled  payment  date. 
The  date  of  May  24,  1981,  was  set  as  the  date  to  meet  the  goal, 
and  as  usual  the  goal  was  met,  thanks  to  the  gifts  "of  a  lot  of 
faithful  men  and  women  who  looked  ahead  and  sacrificed"  (from  The 
Herald  of  June  7,  1981).  After  payment  of  the  indebtedness,  a 
note  burning  ceremony  was  planned  for  May  31.  Mr.  Glenn  Lewis, 
Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  presided,  and  with  the  pastor 
led  in  the  celebration  and  rededication  service.  Mr.  Garland 
Johnson,  representing  the  Northwestern  Bank,  which  held  the  note, 
burned  the  note  and  mortgage  in  the  presence  of  the  congregation. 

Immediately  thereafter,  Mr.  Lewis  recognized  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Callaway,  Chairperson  of  the  Deacons,  who  presented  Dwane  and 
Virginia  Campbell  with  a  surprise  love  offering  in  recognition  of 
ten  years*  service  to  the  church.  Caught  completely  by  surjaise, 
both  were  deeply  touched. 


Note  Burning,  May  31,  1981 

Dr.  Dwane  R.  Campbell, 
Glenn  Lewis  &  Garland  Johnson 

On  October  1,  1981,  a  Senior  Adults  organizational  meeting  was 
held.  Ray  and  Margaret  Webb  and  Adrian  and  Thelma  Nixon  provided 
the  leadCTship  for  this  new  ministry  which  had  and  still  has  two 
purposes  at  the  center  of  its  planning:     (1)  to  provide  a     social 
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outlet  for  fellowship  and  other  enjoyable  activities,  and  (2)  to 
involve  our  senior  adults  in  the  vital  ministries  of  the  church 
while  meeting  some  of  their  unique  needs.  All  members  age  sixty- 
five  and  over  (or  approaching  retirement)  were  invited  to  attend 
this  organizational  meeting  that  included  a  delicious  meal 
prepared  by  Mrs.  Elsie  Boyd,  the  church  hostess. 

Subsequent  to  the  initial  meeting,  plans  were  made  for  holding 
regular  monthly  meetings,  and  officers  were  elected  with  Dr.  Lin 
Fincannon  serving  as  its  first  president.  After  requesting  names 
for  this  group,thename"ACTIVE  AGING  ADULTS"  (more  commonly 
referred  to  as  the  "Triple  A  Club")  was  chosen.  From  the  outset 
the  response  was  tremendous.  A  variety  of  programs  were  planned, 
brunch  meetings  at  the  church  with  guest  speakers,  trips  to 
places  of  interest,  and  involvement  of  its  members  in  various 
church  and  community  projects  and  services.  Soon  the  need  for 
transportation  without  the  use  of  private  cars  was  felt  and  the 
church  purchased  a  bus.  Since  that  time,  the  bus  has  provided 
transportation  to  places  of  interest  such  as  Monticello  at 
Charlottesville,  Virginia;  the  Morehead  Planetarium  at  Chapel 
Hill;  a  visit  to  Baptist  Headquarters  in  Raleigh;  to  the  State 
Zoo  at  Asheboro;  the  Grand  Ole  Opry  at  Nashville,  Tennessee; 
Biltmore  House  in  Asheville;  the  Barter  Theatre  at  Abingdon, 
Virginia;  Gatlinburg,  Tennessee,  and  many  other  places  of 
interest.  Lin  and  Faye  Fincannon,  Fred  and  Mary  Harris,  Ray  and 
Margaret  Webb,  Ernest  and  Ruth  Edwards,  Richard  and  Mabel 
Culberson,  Nell  Carter,  Mary  Norman,  Lucy  Gray,  Avery  Watson,  and 
many  others  have  provided  leadership  and  planning,  telephoning, 
and  other  contacts  for  these  trips  away  from  home.  Bob  Andrews, 
Graham  Greene,  Richard  Culberson,  and  Steve  Sturgill  have  been 
bus  drivers. 

For  the  summer  months  of  1982,  Mrs.  Chrissie  Norman,  a 
ministerial  student  at  Duke  University  School  of  Divinity,  began 
a  Pastoral  Internship  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Dr.  Dwane 
R.  Campbell.  A  commissioning  service  was  held  on  May  30,  1982, 
with  deacons  participating  along  with  the  pastor  and  the 
congregation.  Her  work  included  a  broad  range  of  pastoral 
responsibilities,  and  was  evaluated  by  the  pastor  and  a  committee 
composed  of  Mrs.  Gladys  Lane,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  M.  Hendrick,  Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Ray  Webb,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  F.  Callaway. 

Mrs.  Norman  is  a  native  of  the  Elkin-State  Road  area  and  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corbet  Walters.  She  was  a  member  of 
Mount  Pleasant  Baptist  Church  prior  to  transferring  membership  to 
First  Baptist  on  July  4,  1982,  along  with  her  husband,  Freddie  C. 
Norman,  Jr. 

For  the  summer  months  of  1983,  she  returned  to  continue  her 
internship  with  her  main  emphasis  at  this  time  in  Sunday  School 
and  work  with  the  youth  of  the  church.  This  experience  provided 
her  with  an  in-depth  knowledge  of  pastoral  work.  On  Sunday 
evening,  August  21,  1983,  the  pastor  had  a  message  for  her  in 
particular.  His  sermon  topic  was  "The  Minister  and  Ministry" 
with  his  text,  I  Corinthians  1:26-31.  Following  the  sermon,  the 
pastor  delivered  the  charge  to  her,  the  pastor  and  congregation 
prayed  in  unison,  and  she  was  presented  with  a  certificate  for  a 
pulpit  Bible  of  her  choice. 

At  a  church  conference  on  October  3,  1982,  the  Personnel 
Committee  recommended  the  hiring  of  two  new  staff  members,  the 
first  being  Miss  Nancy  Marie  Heaton  as  interim  organist, 
succeeding  Mrs.  Natalie  Williams  who  had  recently  retired.  Miss 
Heaton  had  been  serving  as  assistant  organist/pianist  for  the 
church  since  September,  1981. 

The  second  recommendation  was  the  hiring  of  Mrs.  Opal  Layell 
as  Building  Superintendent  and  Coordinator,  replacing  Luther 
Thompson.  Mrs.  Layell  had  also  been  assisting  in  some  of  the 
work  on  a  weekly  basis  for  several  months. 

At  a  special  church  conference  on  Sunday,  December  13,  1982, 
Dr.  Campbell  reported  that  the  Personnel  Committee  and  the  Board 
of  Deacons  had  unanimously  approved  the  hiring  of  Miss  Nancy 
Marie  Heaton  as  church  organist  whereupon  she  was  elected  by  the 
church.  A  native  of  Anderson,  South  Carolina,  she  received  her 
Bachelor  of  Music  degree  from  Salem  College.  Prior  to  assuming 
duties  as  full-time  organist,  she  taught  private  music  lessons 
both  in  Winston-Salem  and  in  Elkin,  and  she  continues  to  teach  in 
Elkin  in  addition  to  her  duties  with  First  Baptist  Church. 
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At  this  same  meeting  the  annual  church  budget  for  the  year 
1983  in  the  total  amount  of  $221,601.63  was  approved.  One  item 
covered  in  this  budget  was  the  purchase  of  a  church  bus  in  the 
approximate  amount  of  $30,000.00  to  $35,000.00. 


Throughout  the  nearly  one  hundred  years  of  Elkin  First  Baptist 
Church,  it  has  been  the  recipient  of  many  gifts,  not  only  gifts 
of  money,  but  items  of  value  for  use  in  or  about  the  church. 
Many  such  gifts  were  anonymous. 

On  February  6,  1983,  a  beautiful  Grandfather  Clock  was 
presented  to  the  church  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Hinshaw  by  her 
husband,  Paul,  and  her  children,  Paula,  Robin  and  Rick.  The 
clock  stands  in  the  reception  office.  Mrs.  Hinshaw  had  been  a 
loyal  and  faithful  member,  having  served  in  many  capacities,  but 
especially  on  the  Personnel  Committee  where  her  expertise  was 
invaluable  in  selecting  staff  workers.  Prior  to  her  death  on 
September  22,  1982,  she  had  been  employed  in  personnel  at  Chatham 
Manufacturing  Company  and  as  Personnel  Director  at  both  Sunbeam 
Corporation  and  Wall  Rope  Company. 

Again  in  February  1983,  another  significant  gift  was  received, 
this  being  a  gift  of  a  system  for  the  hearing  impaired  installed 
in  the  sanctuary  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Holcomb  Lawrence  and 
Thomas  S.  Lawrence  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odell  Lawrence.  This  memorial 
gift  enabled  several  members  to  participate  more  fully  in  worship 
services  and  met  a  long-standing  need. 


One  of  the  priority  needs  included  in  the  building  plans  of 
the  new  church  was  an  adequate  nursery  faciUty,  which  has  since 
afforded  young  parents  a  clean  and  attractive  place  in  which  to 
leave  their  children  in  the  care  of  loving  attendants  while  they 
attended  services.  This  extended  session  has  been  staffed  by 
volunteers.  Bettie  Motsinger,  a  grade  school  teacher  who  was 
well  qualified  to  head  this  department,  served  as  chairperson  for 
several  years.  Others  who  have  assisted  are  Ann  Boyd,  Edna 
Mathis,  Jack  and  Annie  DeBorde,  Virginia  Campbell,  Mack  Hendrick, 
Judy    Transou,  and  Barbara  Mayberry.    During  the  latter    part    of 
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1982,  Gayle  and  Barbara  Mayberry  provided  a  new  decor  for  two 
rooms  which  infants  and  toddlers  used.  This  included  new  carpet 
for  each  room,  fresh  paint,  new  wall  tapestry,  shelving  changes 
and  some  new  toys.  All  these  improvements  created  a  bright, 
cheery  and  comfcMtable  facility  for  the  children. 

Later  J.  S.  Elmore  and  Sammy  Elmore,  of  Elmore's,  Inc., 
donated  a  large  quantity  of  new  toys,  all  bright  and  colorful,  to 
the  Nursery  Department.  Opal  Layell,  Maintenance  Supervisor,  and 
her  staff  have  kept  this  area  clean  and  attractive  at  all  times. 


Relationships  have  an  ending,  sometimes  a  surprise  ending.  To 
the  surprise  of  the  congregation  on  March  11,  1984,  Dwane 
Campbell  read  a  letter  of  resignation  to  assume  a  new  pastorate 
at  Woodlawn  B^tist  Church  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina, 
effective  April  15,  1984.  Hardly  a  member  left  the  sanctuary 
that  morning  with  a  dry  eye.  Although  the  pastoral  relationship 
was  ending,  the  love  generated  during  his  thirteen  years  would 
never  end.  Dwane,  Virginia,  Chip,  Renee  and  Gregory  had  become 
an  integral  part  of  the  church  family  and  community. 

During  his  pastorate,  Campbell  served  on  the  Education 
Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  as  President  of 
the  General  Board  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  and  as  a 
Trustee  of  the  North  Carolina  Homes  for  the  Aging.  On  the  local 
level,  he  served  on  the  Elkin  Recreation  Commission,  as  a  Trustee 
for  the  Hugh  Chatham  Memorial  Hospital,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Governor's  Council  on  Library  Services.  He  dechned  a 
presidential  appointment  during  the  term  of  fellow  Georgian  Jimmy 
Carter. 

A  deep  love  existed  between  Campbell  and  the  local  membership. 
He  was  aware  of  and  oftentimes  referred  to  the  compassion, 
understanding  and  willingness  of  the  local  people  to  share  with 
their  fellow  man.  A  demonstration  of  that  compassion  occurred 
with  the  horrible  devastation  caused  by  tornados  which  ripped 
through  the  southeastern  part  of  North  Carolina  on  March  29, 
1984.  People  and  businesses  of  this  community  reacted  quickly 
when    wOTd    went  out  the  next  morning  that    First    Baptist    would 
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sponsor     a     drive     to  alleviate  the     suffering     of    our     stricken 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 

Chatham  Manufacturing  sent  hundreds  of  blankets  and  provided  a 
big  Chatham  truck  to  take  the  provisions  to  the  homeless  and 
needy.  A  van  provided  by  Mack  Hendrick  also  delivered  the 
remainder  of  the  goods  which  the  Chatham  truck  could  not  carry. 
Brendle's,  Inc.,  gave  a  large  monetary  donation  as  did  Elkin 
Valley  Apparel,  Spainhour's,  and  other  community  businesses.  As 
Dr.  Campbell  stated  in  his  final  sermon  on  April  1,  1984,  "I  was 
thrilled  as  car  after  car  rolled  in  bringing  their  offerings,  as 
businessmen,  farmers  and  people  of  all  denominations  pooled  their 
resources  to  help  the  fallen  stand  upright  again." 

The  outpouring  was  quite  generous.  The  sum  of  $24,000.00  was 
sent,  of  which  $20,000.00  was  contributed  by  Brendle's,  Inc.  The 
response  from  the  disaster  victims  was  related  to  Dr.  Campbell  in 
a  telephone  call  from  Eddie  Pettit,  a  man  on  the  scene  who  had 
been  feeding  the  hungry,  shuttling  children  back  and  forth  from 
medical  centers  and  reaping  the  results  of  the  generosity 
extended  by  the  Elkin  community  and  surrounding  area.  When  Dr. 
Campbell  informed  him  that  Harold  Brendle,  the  President  of 
Brendle's,  Inc.,  had  died  on  April  3,  1984,  and  he  would  be 
preaching  his  funeral  the  next  day,  Pettit  repUed,  "Tell  them 
for  God's  sake  that  his  works  are  following  him  even  while  his 
funeral  is  being  conducted,  and  even  as  his  body  is  put  in  its 
final  resting  place,  that  his  works  follow  him." 

At  the  funeral  service  of  Harold  Brendle  on  April  4,  1984,  Dr. 
Campbell  said,  "I  have  come  to  believe  in  my  years  of  ministry 
that  whenever  a  man  or  woman  sees  a  need  and  moves  quickly  to 
fill  that  need  in  the  name  of  Christ,  it  is  evidence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit's  work  in  him  or  her." 

Sl  Paul's  letter  to  the  Philippians  is  a  favorite  among 
preachers,  especially  Dwane  R.  Campbell,  who  taught  this  book  so 
ably  in  1981  at  Sunday  and  Wednesday  evening  services.  For  his 
final  sermon  on  April  1,  1984,  he  used  Philippians  1:1-11  as  his 
text  "As  I  leave,"  he  said,  "I  thank  my  God  for  every 
remembrance    of  you.    There  have  been  times  in  the  past    thirteen 
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years  when  we  have  had  to  lean  heavily  on  the  grace  of  God,  but 
there  has  never  been  a  time  that  we  have  not  also  leaned  on  one 
another.  I  have  gained  as  much  strength  from  you  as  you  have 
from  my  ministry.  And  so  I  thank  my  God  for  every  remembrance  of 
you  because  of  our  mutuality  and  because  of  our  mutually 
confident  faith,  believing  that  he  who  has  begun  a  good  work  in 
us  will  carry  it  on  to  completion." 

His  thirteen  years  at  First  Baptist  were  filled  with  love  and 
warmth  for  the  church.  Likewise,  the  church  membership  as  well 
as  Methodists,  Lutherans,  Pentecostals,  and  Presbyterians  shared 
a  mutual  undergirding  of  Christian  love  and  hope  for  and  with 
him.  All  were  partners  in  the  belief  "that  God  can  do  marvelous 
things  with  the  life  of  any  man,  woman  or  child  who  will  let  Him, 
and  that  to  serve  Christ  means  to  serve  those  for  whom  Christ 
died." 

The  church,  he  often  said,  exists  "not  to  love  itself  but  to 
love  others,  not  to  serve  itself  but  to  serve  others,  not  to 
minister  to  itself  but  to  minister  to  others."  And  the  most 
important  moment  in  worship,  he  has  told  his  congregation,  "is 
that  moment  when  the  doors  (of  the  church)  swing  open  and  you 
walk  out  into  the  world."  (From  The  Tribune,  April  4,  1984, 
reported  by  Anne  Adkins.) 

Virginia  Campbell,  the  quiet,  loving  and  supportive  minister's 
wife,  contributed  much  to  the  church  in  her  own  inimitable  way. 
Not  only  was  she  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  she  enhanced  her 
husband's  ministry  in  fulfilling  a  home  role  of  harmony  and 
happiness.  She  was  "no  church  boss"  or  "professional  preacher's 
wife"  as  stated  by  the  Reverend  James  C.  Cammack,  Pastor  of 
Snyder  Memorial  Baptist  Church.  Mickey  Hair,  a  member  of  the 
Pulpit  Committee,  said  when  recommending  Dwane  Campbell  as  pastor 
that  Virginia  Campbell  was  his  "greatest  earthly  asset-a 
wonderful  helpmate."  Small  of  stature  and  possessed  with  a  great 
amount  of  poise,  she  stands  tall  as  an  effective  Sunday  School 
teacher,  WMU  worker,  speaker  and  as  a  comforter  to  many  suffering 
from  illness,  bereavement  or  a  daily  crisis.  Her  contributions 
as  a  teacher,  first  in  Wilkes  County,  and  six  years  in  Elkin  High 
School  were  constant  and  influential.     Their  three  children,     all 
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of  whom  finished  high  school  and  college  during  their  residence 
in  EUdn,  were  deeply  involved  in  the  church,  school,  sports  and 
other  community  activities,  and  their  "growing  up  years"  in  Elkin 
profoundly  affected  their  lives.  Each  member  of  the  Campbell 
family  in  his  or  her  own  way  was  an  ambassador  to  friends, 
neighbors,  and  the  community  at  large. 


Ill 


CHAPTER  6 

TRANSITION  -  LOOKING  AHEAD 

On  April  8,  1984,  following  the  morning  worship  service 
conducted  by  the  Reverend  Joe  Dell  Rust,  Associate  Pastor,  a 
special  church  conference  convened  in  accordance  with  the  Church 
Constituion  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  nominations  for  a  Pulpit 
Committee.  Joe  Layell,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Deacons,  read 
the  recommendations  of  the  Board  as  follows: 

l.The  Deacons  recommend  that  at  least  twice  the  number  required 
by  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  be  nominated.  This  means  that 
eighteen  or  more  names  should  be  nominated  from  the  floor,  of 
which  nine  will  be  elected  by  secret  ballot  at  a  church 
conference  on  April  15. 

2. The  Deacons  recommend  to  the  church  that  an  interim  pastor  be 
called  and  that  the  person  selected  to  serve  as  interim  not  be  a 
candidate  for  pastor. 

3. Deacons  recommend  that  the  Moderator  be  approved  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  tally  votes  and  announce  results. 

(From  minutes  of  April  8, 1984) 

From  twenty- five  nominees,  the  meeting  on  April  15,  1984, 
resulted  in  the  following  being  named  to  the  Pastor  Search 
Committee:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Callaway,  Mrs.  Sarah  Campbell,  Ralph 
Casstevens,  Lin  Fincannon,  Mrs.  Avis  Hendrick,  Jack  Jemigan, 
Larry  Kallam,  Larry  McCann,  and  Eldon  Parks.  Mrs.  Callaway  and 
Dr.  Fincannon  were  chosen  as  Co-Chairpersons  for  this  committee. 

Dr.  Carlton  Mitchell,  Professor  and  Chairman  of  the  Department 
of  Religion  at  Wake  Forest  University,  having  supplied  several 
times  during  May  1984,  was  subsequently  elected  interim  pastor  on 
June  3,  1984.  Arrangements  were  made  for  Dr.  Mitchell  to  preach 
at  both  services  on  Sunday  and  for  the  mid-week  prayer  service. 
Because  of  his  teaching  position,  he  would  not  attempt  to     attend 
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to  many  of  the  local  needs.  Reverend  Joe  Dell  Rust,  Associate 
Pastor,  would  assume  more  of  the  duties  on  the  local  level  with  a 
salary  adjustment  being  made  for  this  interim  period  for  his 
added  responsibilities.  This  team  effort  resulted  in  the  ongoing 
program  of  the  church  in  all  respects  in  an  excellent  and 
efficient  manner.  Dr.  Mitchell's  sermon  topics  were  published  in 
advance  for  several  weeks,  and  he  preached  with  theological 
eloquence.  He  and  his  wife,  Miriam,  endeared  themselves  to  the 
staff  and  the  membership  for  their  warmth,  kindness  and  dedicated 
Christian  ministry. 

Dr.  Mitchell  preferred  not  to  have  long  interim  work  because 
of  his  teaching  position  at  Wake  Forest  University.  But  he  did 
say  he  liked  this  kind  of  involvement  because  it  exposed  him  to 
the  changing  needs  in  today's  churches,  and  that  as  an  instructor 
of  young  preachers  he  felt  he  should  make  them  aware  of  the 
challenges  they  would  be  facing  in  the  ministry.  Dr.  Mitchell 
served  through  November  1984,  and  Dr.  David  M.  Hughes  became  the 
new  pastor  at  First  Baptist  on  December  1,  1984. 

CHURCH  OFFICERS  AND  TEACHERS  FOR  1984-85 
TO  BE  ELECTED  SUNDAY  EVENING 

The  Nominating  Committee  will  present  to  the  church  on 
Sunday  evening  during  our  church  conference  the  following 
list  of  officers  and  teachers  for  the  1984-85  church  year: 

GENERAL  OFFICERS 

WMU  Director  Grace  Lawrence 

Baptist  Men  Director  Jack  Jemigan 

Church  Training  Director  Velma  Darnell 

Chairman  of  Ushers  John  Foster 

Flower  Chairman  Edna  Brendle 

Librarian  Laura  Fox 

Director  of  Special  Ministries  Anne  Adkins 

Clerk  Hazel  Byrd 

Treasurer  "    Paul  Hinshaw 

VBS  Director  Peggy  Steele 
Extended  Session  Directors  (1-3  years) 

J.  Lee  and  Bettie  Motsinger 

Extended  Session  Director  (4-5  years) 

Ricki  Gulbranson 

Youth  Coordinator  Sandy  Pierce 

Moderator  Mack  Hendrick 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  OFFICERS  AND  TEACHERS 

Sunday  School  Director  -  Jack  DeBorde 

Assistant  Sunday  School  Director  -  Kent  Steele 

Secretary  -  Luna  Blackburn 
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David  M.  Hughes  Family 


At  the  close  of  the  morning  worship  service  on  October  14, 
1984,  the  Pastor  Search  Committee  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Elizabeth  Callaway  and  Lin  Fincannon  Co-Chairpersons,  recommended 
to  the  congregation  that  Dr.  David  Michael  Hughes,  whom  they 
described  as  a  "warm,  loving,  dedicated  servant  of  the  Lord,"  be 
called  as  Pastor  of  the  church,  and  the  recommendation  was 
unanimously  accepted.  Dr.  Hughes,  a  native  of  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  was,  at  age  thirty-two,  the  youngest  pastor  in  the 
history  of  the  church.  He  graduated  from  Danville,  Kentucky, 
High  School,  was  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa  graduate  of  Wake  Forest 
University,  and  earned  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  from  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  ranking  fifth  in  his  graduating  class.  He 
received  a  Ph.D.  degree  from  Southern  Baptist  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  May  1984.  Among  other  professional 
experiences  he  was  Chaplain  of  Philadelphia  Prison  System,  Youth 
Director  of  a  church  in  New  Jersey,  and  Pastor  of  Bagdad  Baptist 
Church,  Badgad,  Kentucky.  He  is  married  to  the  former  Joan 
Elizabeth  Ray  of  Greensboro,  North  Carolina.  Upon  coming  to 
Elkin  the  Hughes  had  two  children,  Timothy  Ryan  (five),  and  Molly 
McLain  (two  and  a  half).  Mrs.  Hughes  is  a  graduate  of  Wake 
Forest  University,  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina,  and  has  a 
Master's  degree  in  Education  from  Johns  Hopkins  University, 
Baltimore,    Maryland.      She    has    seven    years    experience    as    a 
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classroom  teacher  in  the  field  of  primary  education. 

Dr.  Hughes  assumed  his  official  position  at  First  Baptist 
Church  on  Saturday,  December  1,  1984,  and  the  following  morning 
delivered  his  first  sermon  in  the  church,  using  as  his  text 
Jeremiah  1:4-10. 

A  formal  installation  service  for  Dr.  Hughes  as  Pastor  of  the 
church  was  held  on  Sunday  afternoon,  February  24,  1985.  Church 
officials  participating  in  the  service  were  Jack  DeBorde,  Sunday 
School  Director;  Jack  Jemigan,  Director  of  Baptist  Men;  and  Roy 
Stewart,  Chairman  of  Deacons.  Tom  Gwyn,  Mayor  of  Elkin,  welcomed 
the  Hughes  family  to  the  community,  and  the  Reverend  William 
Brown,  Pastor  of  Elkin  Presbyterian  Church,  representing  the 
churches  in  the  community,  extended  a  welcome  to  Dr.  Hughes.  Mr. 
Larry  E.  High,  Managing  Editor  of  the  Biblical  Recorder, 
represented  North  Carolina  Baptists.  Scripture  was  read  by  Mr. 
Tom  Guy,  representing  the  Youth  of  the  church,  and  by  Mrs.  Jane 
McRae,  Director  of  Missions,  Elkin  Baptist  Association.  The 
charge  to  the  pastor  was  given  by  Dr.  Carlton  Mitchell,  Chairman 
of  the  Department  of  Religion,  Wake  Forest  University,  who  had 
served  as  Interim  Pastor  of  the  church.  A  prayer  of  dedication 
was  led  by  Dr.  S.  C.  Ray,  former  Associate  Pastor  at  First 
Baptist,  Greensboro,  N.  C,  and  father-in-law  of  Dr.  Hughes.  The 
service  was  concluded  with  a  benediction  pronounced  by  the 
Reverend  Henry  Stokes,  Director  of  Denominational  Relations,  Wake 
Forest  University.  The  music  for  the  service  was  directed  by  Mr. 
Joe  Dell  Rust,  Minister  of  Music,  and  special  music  was  a  solo  by 
Mrs.  Sarah  Campbell,  and  an  anthem  by  the  Chancel  Choir, 
accompanied  by  Miss  Nancy  Marie  Heaton,  organist. 

Following  the  installation  service,  a  reception  honoring  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Hughes  was  given  in  the  fellowship  hall.  Receiving  with 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes  were  their  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  B. 
Hughes  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Ray. 

In  response  to  a  survey  of  the  congregation  to  determine  the 
most  important  goals  for  the  church.  Dr.  Hughes  presented  the 
following  six  goals  at  the  morning  worship  service  on  Sunday, 
October  20, 1985: 
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l.To  enlist  as  many  members  as  possible  to  covenant  to  be 
involved  in  daily  prayer  and  Bible  Study. 

2.T0  acquire  an  associate  pastor  with  leadership  in  the  areas  of 
education  and  youth  in  the  next  six  to  twelve  months. 

3. To  increase  enrollment  by  fifty  and  average  attendance  by 
twenty-five  in  Sunday  School  by  September  30, 1986. 

4. To  provide  teacher  training  for  at  least  thirty-five  per  cent 
of  our  Sunday  School  teachers  by  September  30,  1986. 

5. To  increase  attendance  of  Wednesday  evening  supper  to  150  by 
May  30, 1986. 

6.T0  survey  and  better  utilize  the  talents  of  church  members  in 
the  next  six  months. 

A    motion  to  adopt  the  goals  was  approved  and  the  church    was 
urged  to  pray  and  work  toward  fulfilling  each  object. 

Church  goals  for  1986-87  were  adopted  as  follows: 

l.To  complete  the  renovation  program  already  begun  by  September 
10,  1987,  and  to  develop  a  regular  schedule  of  maintenance  for 
future  needs. 

2.T0  enlist  200  persons  to  participate  in  meals,  mission 
activities,  prayer  time,  and  seminars  on  Wednesday  evenings. 

3. To  increase  our  budget  giving  by  ten  per  cent  and  to  make 
better  use  of  time  and  talents  of  members. 

4. To  increase  average  Sunday  School  attendance  by  ten  per  cent 
and  enrollment  by  twenty  per  cent. 

5. To  locate,  encourage,  and  train  potential  leaders  of  our 
congregation. 

6.T0    develop     the     finest  program  and     facilities     possible     for 
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church  recreation. 

On  Sunday  morning,  December  1,  1985,  at  a  special  church 
conference,  the  Personnel  Committee,  Dr.  Eldon  Parks,  Chairman, 
and  the  Board  of  Deacons  recommended  to  the  church  that  Ronald 
Ivan  Kiehm  be  called  as  Associate  Pastor  for  Education  and  Youth. 
The  church  voted  to  extend  the  call  to  Mr.  Kiehm,  effective 
January  1986.  Mr.  Kiehm,  reared  in  Orlando,  Florida,  received  a 
B.A.  degree  from  Carson-Newman  College  in  1983,  and  received  a 
M.A.  degree  in  Christian  Education  from  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  December  1985. 
He  has  served  as  Minister  to  Single  Adults,  Minister  of  Youth, 
and  Minister  of  Education  and  Youth  in  churches  in  Florida, 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  His  wife,  Janice,  a  native  of 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  has  a  B.S.  degree  from  Campbellsville 
College  and  a  M.A.C.E.  degree  from  Southern  Seminary.  She  has 
served  as  Minister  to  Children  in  a  Kentucky  church,  and  as  a 
supervisor  and  teacher  in  Southern  Seminary's  Child  Care  Center. 

Following  a  report  on  needed  repairs  and  renovation  of  the 
building  given  by  Gayle  Mayberry  at  a  church  conference  on  July 
31,  1986,  a  special  business  meeting  was  held  on  Sunday  morning, 
August  17,  1986,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  morning  worship 
service.  The  extensive  program  of  repairs  and  refurbishing  then 
undertaken  included  repair  of  the  roof  and  guttering,  replacing 
all  exterior  wood,  painting,  carpeting,  repair  of  the  baptistry, 
installation  of  air  conditioning  units,  air  conditioning  the 
fellowship  and  kitchen  area,  and  other  items,  some  of  which  had 
already  been  completed.  On  recommendation  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  Richard  Callaway,  Chairman,  and  the  Board  of  Deacons, 
Richard  Culberson,  Chairman,  the  church  voted  to  consolidate  the 
balance  of  $11,141.88  due  on  the  church  bus  and  $9,728.85  due  on 
the  computers  and  to  borrow  an  additional  amount  not  to  exceed 
$100,000.00  to  finance  the  remaining  repairs  of  the  church 
facilities.  All  undesignated  memorial  gifts  were  to  be  applied 
to  the  debt. 

Mr.  Joe  Dell  Rust,  Minister  of  Music,  has  continued  to  direct 
a  full  and  varied  music  program.  Organized  choirs  are  provided 
for  all  ages,  preschool  through  adult,  meeting  for  rehearsals     on 
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Wednesday  nights.  Immediately  preceding  the  summer  break,  the 
children's  choirs  present  a  specijd  musical  program  to  the  church 
on  Wednesday  evening,  climaxing  the  year's  work.  From  time  to 
time,  they  participate  in  the  special  music  for  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  service.  The  Youth  Choir  also  occasionally 
presents  special  music  on  Sunday  morning.  A  choir  for  Triple-A 
members  has  been  organized.  A  handbell  choir  performs  at 
services  on  occasion. 

A  number  of  beautifully  rendered  musical  programs  have  been 
given  by  the  music  ministry.  The  Chancel  and  Youth  Choirs  and  an 
Instrumental  Ensemble  presented  "Of  Time  and  Eternity"  on  April 
14,  1985.  A  Christmas  program,  "At  Christmas  Time,  Noel,"  was 
given  on  December  12,  1985,  by  the  Music  Makers  Choir.  Also  at 
Christmas  1985,  the  Christmas  operetta,  "Amal  and  the  Night 
Visitors,"  was  presented.  The  Chancel  Choir  of  thirty-seven 
voices  and  an  Instrumental  Ensemble  of  more  than  a  dozen 
instruments  celebrated  Easter  of  1987  with  a  musical  program, 
"The  Easter  Story." 

A  very  special  occasion  each  year,  anticipated  with  great 
pleasure  and  attended  by  many  visitors  from  out  of  town,  is  the 
"Hanging  of  the  Green."  At  the  first  of  December  on  a  successive 
Saturday  and  Sunday  evening,  this  festive  occasion  helps  to 
celebrate  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  with  the  procession  of  the 
choir,  beautiful  music,  the  soft  glow  of  candles,  the  hanging  of 
greenery,  lighting  of  the  Christmas  tree,  and  the  ringing  of 
bells.  The  program  was  narrated  in  1984  by  Mr.  Glenn  Pierce,  and 
thereafter  by  Dr.  David  Hughes. 

Each  fall  early  in  September,  the  Youth  Choir  goes  on  a  choir 
retreat  In  1985,  1986,  and  1987,  the  choir  has  spent  two  days 
each  year  at  Blowing  Rock  Assembly  Ground  rehearsing  music  for 
the  following  year  and  enjoying  "Some  recreation.  The  1987 
retreat  was  the  fourteenth. 

Each  year  the  Youth  Choir  makes  a  Missions  Tour.  June  16-19, 
1985,  the  choir  went  to  pioneer  areas  of  Southern  Baptist  work  in 
West  Virginia.  The  purpose  of  the  trip  was  to  assist  in 
establishing     youth  choirs  and  strengthening  church  choirs.       The 
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trip  on  June  14-20,  1986,  was  to  northwest  North  Carolina,    again 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  church  youth  choirs. 

The  Chancel  Choirs  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  First  Baptist  Church  combined  in  presenting  a  special  worship 
service  through  music  on  May  4, 1986. 

A  number  of  special  services  are  held  regularly  each  year  at 
First  Baptist  Church.  Among  these  are  a  Candlelight  Communion 
Service  on  Christmas  Eve  when  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  offering 
is  taken;  at  Easter,  a  Maundy  Thursday  celebration  of  the 
traditional  Seder  meal  followed  by  communion;  and  a  Good  Friday 
devotional  luncheon. 

Church  training  has  received  a  strong  emphasis  by  Dr.  Hughes. 
A  number  of  approaches  have  been  used,  among  them  seminars, 
films,  doctrinal  studies,  retreats,  and  training  resources  such 
as  Survival  Kit  I  and  II,  and  MasterLife. 

Mrs.  Velma  Darnell,  Director  of  Training,  led  several  children 
in  Bible  study  drills  and  memory  work  in  the  spring  of  1985.  Two 
of  these  children,  Christel  Foster  and  Angle  Hinson,  were  awarded 
first  place  in  Associational  Bible  Drill  competition  at  Pleasant 
Hill  Church  on  April  28,  1985,  and  later  at  State  Bible  Drill  at 
Hendersonville,  North  Carolina,  they  were  winners  in  competition 
with  150  others. 

A  Marriage  Enrichment  Seminar  was  led  by  Dr.  David  Catron, 
Associate  Professor  of  Psychology  at  Wake  FcM-est  University,  and 
his  wife  for  three  Sunday  evenings  in  September  1985. 
Simultaneously  a  seminar  for  singles  was  held. 

The  pastor  taught  Survival  Kit  I,  stressing  basic  discipleship 
skills,  during  the  Sunday  School  hour  beginning  in  November  1985, 
and  continuing  for  eleven  weeks.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
course,  the  class  members  gave  a  presentation  to  the  church. 
Beginning  on  April  6,  1986,  Dr.  Hughes  taught  Survival  Kit  II, 
again  during  the  Sunday  School  hour.  Subsequently,  Survival  Kit 
classes  have  been  taught  by  Mrs.  Avis  Hendrick,  Miss  Johnsie 
Hudspeth,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Callaway,  and  Fleet  Mathis. 
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In  early  March  1986,  a  Sunday  School  Teachers  Training 
Conference  was  held.  Dr.  S.  C.  Ray,  former  Minister  of 
Education,  and  Mr.  Jack  Heath,  Minister  of  Children,  both  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  led  the 
conference. 

Beginning  with  the  fall  program  in  September  1986,  a  variety 
of  church  training  and  discipling  opportunities  on  Wednesday 
evenings  offered  growth  activities  for  every  member  of  the 
church.  Programs  offered  included,  among  other  things,  choirs 
for  all  ages,  missionary  organizations,  Bible  study,  seminars 
with  home  and  family  focus.  Survival  Kits  I  and  II,  and  prayer 
meeting. 

A  MasterLife  class  began  on  September  16,  1986,  taught  by  Dr. 
Hughes.  The  class  met  for  two  hours  weekly  for  six  months.  The 
aim  of  the  course  was  "to  master  the  basic  disciplines  of  the 
Christian  life,"  and  it  consisted  of  Scripture  memorization, 
practical  experience  in  various  phases  of  Christian  living,  and 
development  of  Christian  graces.  The  course  included  a  half-day 
prayer  retreat  and  a  MasterLife  Discipleship  Conference  to  which 
the  church  congregation  was  invited.  At  the  end  of  the  course, 
awards  were  presented  at  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service  to 
the  nine  people  completing  the  study. 

A  Deacon  Retreat  on  January  24,  1987,  focused  on  issues 
relating  to  the  office  of  deacon. 

On  Saturday,  March  14,  1987,  a  Spiritual  Gifts  Retreat,  led  by 
Dr.  John  Hendrix,  Professor  of  Christian  Education  at  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  di  Louisville,  Kentucky,  was  held  at 
the  church  from  9:30  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  The  retreat  focused  on 
discovering  the  spiritual  gifts  accorded  to  each  person  as  a 
child  of  God.  Lecture,  discussion,  activities,  and  small  group 
exercises  comprised  the  agenda  for  the  day.  Participants  had  the 
opportunity  of  sharing  what  they  considered  to  be  the  gifts  of 
others  as  well  as  what  they  thought  their  own  to  be.  A  greater 
closeness  and  understanding  among  participants  were  developed. 

A  letter  to  the  pastor  from  the  Director  of  Church  Training 
for     the  Baptist  State  Convention  attests  to  the  success     of    the 
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training  program.  The  letter  states:  "Congratulations!  Your 
church  is  now  among  those  North  Carolina  churches  with  the 
largest  Church  Training  enrollment." 

A  new  feature  of  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service  introduced 
by  Dr.  Hughes  is  the  Children's  Sermon.  On  the  fourth  Sunday  of 
each  month,  the  children  of  the  congregation  are  invited  to  meet 
the  pastor  at  the  front  of  the  church  where  he  presents  as  a 
brief  sermon  for  them  an  object  lesson  on  their  level.  They  then 
return  to  their  seats  for  the  remainder  of  the  service. 

The  church  published  a  pictorial  directory  of  its  membership, 
staff,  and  organizations  in  1985. 

An  active  program  of  Missions  is  carried  out  at  First  Baptist 
Church.  The  church  participated  in  an  Associational  World 
Missions  Conference  May  2-5,  1985,  with  a  missionary  speaker  each 
night.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  assumed  the  project  of 
raising  $1000.00  for  construction  of  a  well  in  a  village  in  Togo. 
The  goal  was  exceeded,  the  collection  amounting  to  $2350.00. 

On  December  3,  1985,  a  Dutch  luncheon  was  held  at  the  Mariner 
Restaurant  to  promote  the  Lottie  Moon  offering  for  foreign 
missions. 

A  church  prayer  retreat,  led  by  Mrs.  Maria  Cochrane,  was  held 
in  preparation  for  Nordi  Carolina  W.M.U.  Centennial  Sunday 
celebration  January  8,  1986.  Co-chairpersons  of  the  celebration. 
Miss  Hazel  Byrd  and  Mrs.  Blendon  Dobbins,  directed  the  program 
which  featured  a  fashion  show  of  styles  typical  of  each  decade  of 
the  century,  recognition  of  local  leaders  of  W.M.U.  in  the  past, 
and  a  birthday  cake  with  101  candles. 

November  2,  1986  was  observed  as  Missions  Day,  and  the  morning 
worship  service  was  led  by  mission  organizations  of  the  church. 
Representatives  of  all  organizations  shared  what  they  were  doing 
to  carry  the  Gospel  to  the  world. 

The  Foreign  Mission  study  for  1986  was  taught  by  Mrs.  Lois 
Calhoun,  Missionary  to  Guam,  and  had  as  its  theme  "The  Missionary 
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Overseas."  The  W.M.U.  failed  to  meet  its  Lottie  Moon  offering 
goal  in  1985,  but  exceeded  its  1986  goal  of  $5500.00  by  almost 
$100.00. 

In  February  1987,  the  Carro  family,  missionary  teachers  in  the 
Baptist  Seminary  in  Argentina,  were  guest  speakers  at  the  evening 
worship  service.  They  delighted  the  congregation  with  an 
interesting  and  informative  program,  music,  demonstrations,  and 
testimony.  Speakers  at  the  July  general  meeting  of  the  W.M.U. 
were  Bill  and  Martha  Stroup,  who  have  done  volunteer  pioneer 
missions  in  several  states  of  the  United  States  and  in  a  number 
of  foreign  countries. 

Each  summer  the  W.M.U.  cooperates  with  the  Associational 
organization  in  a  mission  to  migrant  workers  by  providing  a  meal 
for  them  following  a  worship  service  and  by  giving  clothing  and 
packets  of  personal  health  and  hygiene  items. 

Members  of  the  G.A.  and  R.A.  organizations  attended  summer 
camps  in  1985,  1986,  and  1987.  The  camp  experiences  have  borne 
much  fruit,  including  several  professions  of  faith. 

First  Baptist  Church  cooperated  in  the  founding  of  the  Tri- 
County  Christian  Crisis  Ministry  along  with  other  area  churches 
and  community  agencies.  First  Baptist  Church  donated  $1200.00  to 
Tri-C  early  in  1987,  and  furnished  several  members  of  the 
steering  committee  and  fifty-one  volunteer  workers.  The  first 
Sunday  of  each  month,  members  of  Sunday  School  classes  contribute 
food  items  which  are  collected  by  Baptist  Young  Women  and 
delivered  to  Tri-C.  The  facility  was  opened  October  6,  1986. 

From  time  to  time,  rice  bowls  are  distributed  to  members  of 
the  church  to  be  filled  with  offerings  for  world  hunger  relief 
efforts  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

The  annual  revival  for  1986  was  a  Holy  Week  series,  "Good  News 
America  Revival,"  March  23-26,  led  by  Dr.  Ed  Carter,  former 
pastor.  Army  chaplain,  and  presently  Psychologist  with  the  United 
States  Public  Health  Service.  In  1987  the  Reverend  O.  D.  Martin, 
Director    of    the  Division  of  Stewardship  of  the    North    Carolina 
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Baptist  Convention,  led  a  stewardship  revival  March  29- April  1. 
Cottage  prayer  meetings  during  February  and  March  and  a 
churchwide  prayer  meeting  on  Saturday  evening,  March  28,  preceded 
the  revival. 

An  annual  Family  Dedication  Service  is  held  on  Mother's  Day. 
In  the  service  on  May  10,  1987,  the  participants  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bobby  Hollyfield,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Ipock  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mike  McCann,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keith  Monday,  and  their  children. 

On  October  10,  1986,  on  recommendation  of  the  Personnel 
Committee,  the  church  voted  to  participate  in  the  Expanded 
Annuity  Program  being  offered  to  church  employees  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Annuity  Board.  The  church  is  to  contribute  up  to  ten  per 
cent  of  the  employees'  salaries,  and  the  program  is  to  become 
effective  in  1988. 

First  Baptist  Church  alternately  with  other  churches  in  town 
hosts  some  community-wide  services.  The  Community  Chorus 
Christmas  musical  program  was  presented  at  the  church  on  December 
9,  1984.  The  choir  was  made  up  of  seventy-seven  voices 
representing  twenty  area  churches,  and  a  band  of  eleven 
instruments.  The  choir  was  directed  by  Mrs.  Fran  Greene.  The 
community  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  at  First  Baptist  Church 
on  November  27, 1985. 

For  the  first  time  the  church  sent  its  full  quota  of 
messengers-ten  representatives-to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  meeting  in  Dallas,  Texas,  in  June  1985.  Ten 
messengers  again  attended  the  Convention  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  in 
1986,  and  six  messengers  went  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  1987. 
On  returning  the  messengers  gave  reports  to  the  congregation  on 
proceedings  at  the  convention. 

The  first  ordination  service  for  a  woman  in  the  history  of  the 

church   was  held  when  Mrs.  Chrissie  Norman  was  ordained   for  the 

ministry  on  June  30,  1985.  Mrs.  Norman  presentiy  serves  on  the 
staff  of  Peacehaven  Baptist  Church  in  Winston-Salem. 

The  Baptist  Men  of  the  church  periodically  hold  prayer 
breakfasts  preceding  the  Sunday  School  hour  with  speakers  usually 
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from  outside  the  church  congregation.  On  January  18,  1987,  the 
Baptist  Men  had  charge  of  the  morning  worship  service.  Speakers 
were  George  Hildt  and  Carson  Pittman,  and  special  music  was 
provided  by  the  men's  chorus.  Baptist  Women's  Day  was  observed 
at  morning  worship  hour  on  October  5,  1986.  Speakers  were  Mrs. 
Anne  Adkins  and  Mrs.  Gladys  Lane. 

Vacation  Bible  School  is  an  annual  event  of  significance  for 
church  members  of  all  age  groups-infants  through  adults.  The 
Director  for  1985  was  Mrs.  Peggy  Steele  and  for  1986  and  1987  was 
Mrs.  Janice  Kiehm.  Enrollment  in  1987  was  170,  with  average 
attendance  of  163. 

In  addition  to  retreats  and  parties  and  other  social  events  of 
Sunday  School  classes  and  other  organizations  of  the  church, 
there  are  a  number  of  regularly  scheduled  social  occasions  for 
the  entire  congregation.  In  July  each  summer,  the  church  gathers 
at  Cumberland  Knob  on  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway  for  a  picnic, 
fellowship,  and  games  for  the  children.  The  picnic  meal  is 
catered.  In  August,  a  picnic  is  held  at  Elkin  Memorial  Park, 
each  family  bringing  a  picnic  basket.  Following  the  evening 
service  at  some  time  during  the  summer,  the  congregation  gathers 
on  the  lawn  to  enjoy  homemade  ice  cream  and  cake  and  other 
desserts. 

A  festive  spring  occasion  is  the  Valentine  Banquet,  planned  by 
the  youth  of  the  church,  featuring  fun,  fellowship,  a  good  meal, 
and  a  program  provided  by  the  talent  of  church  people.  The  fall 
entertainment  is  provided  by  a  Halloween  Carnival,  with  games, 
contests,  cake  walks,  and  the  judging  of  costumes. 

At  the  close  of  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service  on  February 
3,  1986,  an  Intercessory  Prayer  Ministry  was  organized  with 
seventy  people  participating  and  with  Mrs.  Leila  Gilreath  as 
leader.  Seven  groups  were  formed  to  receive  prayer  requests  to 
be  passed  along  the  chain  of  members.  Requests  could  be  handed 
in  by  church  members  or  others.  Groups  were  to  be  on  call  for 
one  month  on  alternate  months.  The  Intercessory  Prayer  Group 
Ministry  was  instrumental  in  the  preparation  of  a  prayer  room,  a 
beautiful  place  for  quiet  prayer  and  meditation  located  behind 
the  stage  area  in  the  fellowship  hall.     Furnishings  for  the     room 
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were  donated  by  members  of  the  church.  Dr.  Hughes  led  in  a 
dedication  service  for  the  newly  completed  prayer  room  following 
the  worship  service  on  April  26, 1987. 

Ronnie  Kiehm,  Minister  of  Youth  and  Education,  has  directed  a 
very  active  program  with  the  young  people  of  the  church  since 
assuming  his  position  in  January  1986.  Weekly  fellowships 
involving  Bible  study  and  discussion  are  held  for  students  in 
grades  eight  through  twelve.  A  Youth  Council  composed  of 
representatives  from  grades  seven  through  twelve  conducts 
meetings.  In  April  1986,  a  retreat  for  college  and  career  young 
people  provided  fcff  spiritual  growth.  In  May  of  that  year  the 
young  people  led  a  Bike-a-thon  to  raise  money  for  the  Leukemia 
Society,  and  put  on  a  youth  fair  with  games,  cake  walks, 
horseback  rides,  an  auction  of  services  of  staff  members,  and 
other  activities  to  help  defray  costs  of  summer  youth  camp. 

Youth  Sunday  was  observed  in  June  with  young  people  leading  in 
all  phases  of  morning  worship.  College  students  were  recognized 
on  the  last  Sunday  of  December  1986  when  they  led  the  morning 
worship. 

A  highlight  of  the  year  for  the  young  people  is  a  wedc's 
attendance  at  Centrifuge,  a  Christian  youth  camp,  which  results 
in  many  decisions  and  rededications. 

To  broaden  outreach,  an  effort  is  made  to  correlate  the  church 
program  with  the  school  life  of  the  young  people.  Ronnie  Kiehm 
assisted  in  coaching  the  high  school  track  team  and  served  as 
chaplain  of  the  varsity  football  team.  The  stated  goal  of  the 
youth  program  is  worship,  teaching,  and  the  development  of 
spiritual  leaders.  Paula  Nance  served  as  an  assistant  worker 
with  children  and  youth  during  the  summer  of  1987. 

The  Triple-A  Club,  an  organization  of  senior  adult  members  of 
the  church,  carries  on  an  active  program.  Their  activities 
include  regular  bus  trips  among  which  have  been  visits  to 
Morehead  Planetarium  at  Chapel  Hill;  Charleston,  South  Carolina; 
"The  Lost  Colony"  at  Manteo;  the  Art  Museum  at  Raleigh;  Christmas 
Town,    U.S.A.    at    McAdenville,  North  Carolina;    and    the    Barter 
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Theatre  at  Abingdon,  Virginia.  Covered-dish  luncheons  at  the 
church  are  held  frequently.  A  New  Year's  Eve  dinner  party  was 
held  in  1984  in  the  fellowship  hall  at  the  church  with  Dr.  Howard 
Ford  as  speaker.  Since  the  church  had  voted  to  suspend  Sunday 
evening  services  during  the  months  of  January,  February  and  July, 
the  Triple-A  Club  assumed  responsibility  for  Sunday  evening 
services  in  January  and  February.  These  services,  called  "Winter 
Warmups,"  featured  speakers  from  within  and  without  the  church, 
some  of  whom  were  Dr.  Carlton  Mitchell,  Wake  Forest  University; 
the  Carro  family,  teachers  from  the  Seminary  in  Argentina;  the 
Surry  County  Emergency  Medical  Service;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
McCollum  who  presented  a  musical  program. 

The  church  has  been  the  recipient  of  generous  memorial  gifts 
of  equipment.  On  Easter  Sunday,  April  7,  1985,  the  pastor 
announced  the  gift  of  a  carillon  by  Mrs.  Etta  Lawrence,  given  in 
memory  of  her  late  husband,  Odell  Lawrence,  who  died  on  February 
17,  1985.  Another  generous  gift  by  Mrs.  Lawrence  also  in  memory 
of  her  late  husband  was  a  sound  system  for  the  sanctuary, 
installed  in  May  1985. 

On  Sunday,  June  22,  1986,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  morning 
service,  an  elevator  and  chair  lift  were  dedicated.  Walter  and 
Nora  Burgiss  provided  money  from  their  estates  to  be  used  for  the 
installation  of  an  elevator  in  the  church.  Additional  gifts  were 
made  by  Eldon  Burgiss  and  Jerry  Burgiss  Mangum,  children  of 
Walter  and  Nora,  and  by  friends  of  the  family.  More  than 
$80,000.00  was  available  for  this  addition,  thus  providing  easy 
access  to  all  of  the  church  except  the  third  floor.  Dr.  Hughes 
expressed  the  appreciation  of  the  church  to  the  Burgiss  children 
for  their  participation  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  their 
parents. 

Mrs.  Bobbie  Couch  was  honored  for  fifteen  years  of  service  as 
Administrative  Assistant  on  April  19,  1987,  and  was  presented  an 
engraved  pewter  tray.  Dr.  Hughes  commended  Bobbie  for  her 
service  as  an  efficient  secretary  who  kept  the  church  office 
operating  smoothly  on  a  daily  basis  and  for  her  love  and  genuine 
support  of  the  church  through  WMU,  Sunday  School,  and  choir 
participation. 
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A  significant  occasion  for  the  church  was  a  homecoming 
celebration  held  on  May  17,  1987,  the  second  in  the  ninety-eight 
year  history  of  the  church.  The  number  attending  was  variously 
estimated  from  six  hundred  to  eight  hundred.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adrian 
Nixon  were  general  chairpersons.  The  Sunday  morning  activities 
included  a  Sunday  School  lesson  for  all  adult  and  youth  classes 
taught  in  the  sanctuary  by  Emma  Cooke.  During  the  morning 
worship  service,  special  groups  and  individuals  were  recognized, 
including  the  oldest  and  those  with  longest  period  of  membership. 
The  special  music  featured  a  quartet  composed  of  David  McCollum, 
Terry  Darnell,  Fred  Allen,  and  Mike  Golden  singing  "The  Church's 
One  Foundation,";  an  anthem,  "Fanfare  with  Alleluias,"  by  the 
Chancel  Choir;  and  an  instrumental  ensemble.  The  offertory 
prayer  was  led  by  the  Reverend  Flay  Spencer  Price,  former 
Assistant  Pastor,  and  the  sermon,  "Hither-to  and  Hence-forth," 
was  delivered  by  Dr.  Howard  J.  Ford,  former  Pastor.  The 
benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Reverend  Parker  McLendon, 
former  Pastor.  The  afternoon  session  featured  special  music  by 
the  Handbell  Choir.  Letters  from  former  members  unable  to  attend 
were  read  by  the  Pastor,  and  brief  greetings  were  delivered  by 
former  staff  members  and  others.  A  bountiful  dinner  was  served 
at  noon  in  the  fellowship  hall. 

The  Pastor,  Dr.  David  Hughes,  was  invited  to  participate  in  a 
series  of  dialogues  with  West  and  East  German  Baptists  July  1-5, 
1987,  with  the  purpose  of  exploring  the  role  of  the  church  in 
peacemaking.  Dr.  Hughes  gave  a  very  fascinating  and  informative 
slide  presentation  to  the  church  on  his  return. 

On  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Deacons,  the  church  voted  on 
August  16,  1987,  to  incorporate  as  a  measure  of  legal  security 
for  individual  members. 

In  April  1987,  three  members  of  First  Baptist  Church  were 
recognized  for  special  honors  they  had  received.  Miss  Emma 
Cooke,  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  church, 
was  named  Lady  of  the  Year  1987  by  Beta  Sigma  Phi  Sorority.  Miss 
Marcia  Fincannon,  daughter  of  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon  and  the  late 
Margaret  Fincannon,  was  named  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Elkin 
City     Schools.     Miss    Ginny    Norton    was    featured    in     Sports 
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Illustrated     for     her  outstanding  career  in  basketball     at     Elkin 
High  School. 

When  Mrs.  Edna  Brendle  was  re-elected  Chairperson  of  the 
Rower  Committee  for  the  1987-88  church  year,  it  marked  her 
thirtieth  year  as  Flower  Chairperson.  This  job  of  seeing  that  a 
flower  or  flower  arrangements  adorn  the  sanctuary  each  Sunday  is 
one  of  great  responsibility.  She  has  done  this  in  a  gracious 
manner  and  her  talent  for  artistic  arrangements  with  flowers, 
from  her  own  garden  many  times,  has  lent  beauty  to  the  worship 
services.  Flowers  have  been  given  on  many  occasions  in  memory  of 
a  loved  one  or  in  honor  of  a  dedicated  church  worker,  and  such 
was  the  occasion  on  August  21,  1983  when  the  flowers  in  the 
sanctuary  were  given  in  her  honor  by  Mrs.  Helen  Anderson  and  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Gilliam  who  have  assisted  her  in  this  work.  Others  who 
have  served  with  her  are  Mrs.  Eugene  Powers,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Cooper, 
and  Mrs.  D.  C.  Dickson. 

Prior  to  Mrs.  Brendle's  tenure  of  service,  Mrs.  Roxie  Roth, 
Miss  Mattie  Mae  Powell,  Mrs.  I.  C.  Yates,  and  Mrs.  Addie  Carroll 
were  among  those  who  assisted  in  this  special  ministry. 

Visitation  can  be  an  overwhelming  task,  especially  with  a 
resident  membership  of  more  than  600.  In  an  effort  to  assist  the 
pastor,  church  staff  and  deacons,  Ira  and  Joyce  Billings  agreed 
to  serve  as  Volunteer  Coordinators  for  visitation  to  shut-ins  and 
those  sick  in  hospitals  or  at  home.  In  their  role  they  agreed  to 
assist  groups  or  individuals  involved  in  visitation,  to  help  with 
the  process  of  record  keeping,  and  to  keep  in  touch  with  those 
having  special  needs.  Ira  and  Joyce  have  long  demonstrated  their 
love  and  care  for  those  who  have  special  needs. 

On  October  4,  1987,  Baptist  Women's  Day  was  observed.  Mrs. 
Nancy  Willis,  of  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  spoke  at  the  morning 
worship  service.  A  women's  chorus,  directed  by  Brenda 
Hollyfield,  presented  special  music.  In  the  evening  Mrs.  Pat 
Frazier,  also  of  Greensboro,  presented  a  monologue  on  Miss  Lottie 
Moon. 

One    of    the  points  of  controversy    presently    existing    among 
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Southern  Baptists  is  the  role  of  women  in  the  church.  Scores  of 
women  have  occupied  vital  posts  of  leadership  in  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Elkin  and  are  often  referred  to  as  the  "backbone"  of 
the  church.  The  Herald  of  October  11,  1987  contains  the 
following  comment  by  Dr.  David  M.  Hughes: 

I'm  aware  of  the  radically  open  way  that  Jesus  related  to  women 
in  his  day.  In  my  experience,  men  have  always  claimed  to  lead 
the  church,  but  women  have  run  the  church.  Remove  all  the  women 
from  the  average  Baptist  church,  and  that  church  would  grind  to  a 
halt  in  a  hurry.  And  in  my  experience,  women  have  been  splendid 
communicators  and  ministers  of  the  gospel.  To  deny  Nancy  Willis 
and  Pat  Frazier  access  to  the  pulpit  not  only  hurts  the  cause  of 
women,  but  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Our  church  has  ordained  women  as  deacons,  and  as  ministers. 
Currently,  a  woman  serves  as  the  chair  of  our  deacons.  Scores  of 
other  women  occupy  other  vital  posts  of  leadership  in  our  church. 
What  can  I  say  but,  "Thanks  be  to  God  for  the  ministry  of  women." 

Baptist  Day  of  Prayer  was  observed  on  November  2,  1987.  An 
eighteen  hour  prayer  chain  from  6:00  a.m.  to  10:00  p.m.  was 
observed  in  which  persons  signed  up  and  agreed  to  set  aside 
fifteen  minutes  of  prayer  time  that  day  concerning  a  theme  "God's 
Command  -  Be  Peace  Makers."  A  National  Mission  Prayer  Plan 
promoted  by  WMU  was  designed  to  enlist  each  church  member  to  pray 
daily  for  missions  through  September  1990. 

On  Sunday,  January  17,  1988,  the  topic  of  the  pastor's  sermon 
was  "Operation  Andrew."  As  a  result  of  this  sermon,  a  new 
ministry  was  initiated  to  explore  a  constructive  and  positive 
kind  of  outreach.  Three  teams  were  set  up  to  begin  work  in  May 
and  continue  throughout  the  year.  Coordinators  were  Nelda 
Johnson  and  Frances  Yarboro.  This  outreach  effort  would  identify 
prospects,  help  witness  for  Christ,  and  increase  attendance  in 
Sunday  School,  church  training  and  church  growth. 

Baptist  Seminaries,  Colleges  and  Schools  Day  was  observed  on 
February  7,  1988,  with  Dr.  Glen  Stassen,  Professor  of  Christian 
Ethics,  at  Southern  Seminary  as  guest  speaker.    His  message  dealt 
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primarily  with  peacemaking,  a  topic  he  was  eminently  qualified  to 
address.  A  special  Sunday  School  class  taught  by  Dr.  Stassen 
preceded  the  worship  hour,  and  after  a  luncheon  at  noon,  he  spoke 
to  a  large  group  seeking  to  start  a  peacemaking  organization  in 
the  Elkin  area. 

On  March  4  and  5,  1988,  the  Youth  Choir  participated  in  the 
North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Youth  Choir  Festival. 

The  1988  spring  revival  was  led  by  Dr.  Charles  Talbert, 
ProfessOT  of  Religion,  Wake  Forest  University,  and  his  wife.  Dr. 
Betty  Talbert,  Director  of  Special  Formation  fw  Trinity  Center, 
Inc.,  in  Winston-Salem.  The  revival  was  preceded  by  Sunday 
School  class-sponsored  cottage  prayer  meetings,  culminating  in  a 
church- wide  prayer  meeting  on  Saturday  night  before  the  beginning 
of  the  revival.  Music  was  led  by  Bill  Rotan,  Minister  of  Music 
at  First  Baptist  Church,  Morganton,  North  Carolina.  "On  A 
Journey  with  Jesus"  was  the  theme  of  Dr.  Charles  Talbert 's 
messages  at  the  evening  services.  Dr.  Betty  Talbert  addressed 
the  noon  time  services  on  helping  deepen  personal  prayer 
experiences  and  better  discernment  of  God  in  life. 

On  April  17,  1988,  a  special  worship  service  of  Moravian  Music 
was  presented  by  the  Chancel  Choir,  Joe  Dell  Rust  directing,  with 
a  string  quartet  and  organ  accompanying.  This  was  an  excellent 
presentation  and  followed  many  hours  of  preparation  and 
rehearsal.  To  Moravian  musicians  in  America,  church  music  was 
the  most  profound  and  genuine  expression  of  their  inner  lives. 

Young  Musicians  worked  unusually  hard  during  the  spring  months 
and  shared  what  they  learned  about  God  with  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Statesville  on  April  27  and,  on  May  1,  presented  a  program  for 
several  congregations  at  Burkhead  Methodist  Church  in  Winston- 
Salem.  All  children's  choirs*  last  presentation  was  at  Spring 
Sing  in  the  church  sanctuary  on  May  4.  Young  Musicians'  singing 
was  extraordinary  for  the  year  according  to  Joe  Dell  Rust  who 
said  it  was  the  most  talented  fourth  through  sixth  grade  choir  he 
had  ever  directed,  and  that  what  these  children  learned  about  God 
through  music  will  have  an  excellent  chance  of  shaping  their 
lives  for  His  purpose. 


131 


Gail  Casstevens,  a  First  Baptist  member  now  residing  near 
Washington,  D.  C.  and  teaching  and  studying  at  American 
University,  presented  a  piano  recital  on  May  15. 

June    5,  1988  was  set  aside  as  a  day  to  honor  Hazel    Byrd  who 

completed  forty-five  years  as  Church  Clerk  on  April  7,  1988.  She 

was  recognized  during  the  worship  hour  on  Sunday  morning  and  was 

presented  with  a  watch.    A  public  reception  in  her  honor  was  held 
in    the    fellowship    hall  in  the  afternoon.    Roxie    Roth    was    in 

charge    of  arrangements  for  the  reception  and    approximately  two 
hundred  attended  this  special  recognition. 


Hazel  Byrd,  Church  Qerk 

Forty-fifth  Anniversary 
with  Dr.  David  M.  Hughes 


Paul  wrote  in  I  Corinthians  3:9  that  "we  are  laborers  together 
with  God."  This  concept  of  a  successful  ministry  is  that  shared 
with  the  Board  of  Deacons  who  also  should  be  spiritual  leaders. 
The  Family  Ministry  Program  established  by  former  pastors  was 
continued  by  Dr.  Hughes.  A  second  Deacon  Retreat  was  held  on 
January    23,    1988.    Dr.  Dewey  Hobbs,  Director  of  the    School    of 
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Pastoral  Care  at  Bowman  Gray  School  of  Medicine,  led  the  session. 
Twenty-five  active  and  inactive  deacons  attended  the  retreat.  A 
plan  of  Shared  Ministry  to  involve  active  and  inactive  deacons  in 
family  ministry  was  discussed  and  the  adoption  is  under 
consideration. 


Deacon  greeters  are  stationed  at  main  entrances  on  Sunday 
morning,  and  as  new  church  members  are  received,  they  are 
assigned  a  deacon  who  will  be  available  to  assist  them  in  any 
time  of  need.  The  Deacon  of  the  Week  program  is  very  effective 
with  two  deacons  being  assigned  each  week  to  serve  for  assistance 
within  the  membership  for  illness,  death,  emergency  or  spiritual 
crisis  problems.  The  names  are  published  weekly  in  The  Herald. 
In  addition,  deacons  were  encouraged  to  visit  and  to  analyze  and 
plan  for  spiritual  welfare  development  within  the  church  body. 
Deacons  who  have  served  with  Dr.  Hughes  are  as  follows: 


Ira  Billings 

Bill  Bruce 

Mason  Burcham 

Elizabeth  Callaway 

Richard  F.  (Dick)  Callaway 

Marshall  Campbell 

Mickey  Carter 

Emma  Cooke 

Richard  Culberson 

Velma  Darnell 

John  Dockery 

Claude  Eldridge 

Lin  Fincannon 

John  Foster 

Reece  Gilliam 

Fred  Harris 

Tommy  Haynes 

Frank  Hendrick 

MackHendrick 


Paul  Hinshaw 
Johnsie  Hudspeth 
Jack  Jemigan 
Garland  Johnson 
Larry  Kallam 
Gladys  Lane 
Joe  Layell 
Lonnie  Martin 
Fleet  Mathis 
Larry  McCann 
Gayle  Mayberry 
Adrian  Nixon 
Eldon  Parks 
Carson  Pittman 
David  Sloan 
Kent  Steele 
Roy  Stewart 
V.W.Taylor,  Jr. 
Terry  Triplett 
Ray  Webb 


The  Hughes  family  welcomed  an  addition  to  their  family  with 
the  birth  of  Kevin  Austin  Hughes  on  May  10,  1988,  a  beautiful  and 
healthy  little  baby.  As  stated  by  Dr.  Hughes,  every  birth  is  a 
miracle,  and  such  was  the  case  here  because  Joani  Hughes 
experienced     serious     and  life-threatening    problems    during     the 
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course  of  her  pregnancy--rirst  with  the  rapid  growth  of  a  large 
tumor  in  her  womb,  requiring  surgery,  and  other  complications 
arose  later  which  put  her  to  bed  until  the  final  days  of 
pregnancy.  Dr.  John  E.  Turrentine,  a  new  member  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  was  the  attending  physician  through  these  experiences  and 
at  the  delivery.  This  was  a  time  of  special  prayer  support  not 
only  by  First  Baptist  members  but  by  a  loving  and  caring 
community  and  E>r.  Hughes'  colleagues  in  the  ministry,  who 
encouraged,  supported  and  prayed  for  the  family.  Church  members 
and  many  friends  provided  meals,  sent  cards  and  flowers,  and 
assisted  with  domestic  chores  along  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Ray, 
Joani's  parents,  who  spent  much  time  with  the  family  for  twelve 
weeks.  In  this  instance,  birth  was  a  real  miracle- -thanks  be  to 
God! 

On  August  8,  1988,  Mrs.  Sarah  Campbell  was  recognized  for 
fifteen  years  of  service  as  Financial  Secretary,  and  was 
presented  an  engraved  pewter  tray.  In  addition  to  her  longevity 
of  service  in  the  area  of  the  church  financial  program  and  her 
efficiency  in  this  capacity,  she  has  been  a  Chancel  Choir  member, 
often  singing  solos,  and  assisting  in  other  areas  of  music  as 
well  as  a  teacher  of  Primary  children  in  Sunday  School  and 
leadership  roles  in  WMU. 

On  August  21,  1988,  a  joint  worship  service  was  held  at  First 
Baptist  with  the  congregations  of  Elkin  First  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Elkin  Presbyterian  Church.  Millard  Fuller,  a 
nationally  known  speaker,  brought  the  message  to  an  audience  of 
more  than  600  which  was  also  broadcast  on  Radio  Station  WIFM. 

Fuller,  who  was  a  millionaire  at  age  thirty,  discovered  that 
the  accumulation  of  materisd  wealth  does  not  bring  a  life  of 
happiness  or  fulfillment.  He  gave  away  his  fortune,  and  he  and 
his  wife  became  interested  in  a  church  community  in  Sumter 
County,  Georgia.  There  they  worked  with  theologian  Clarence 
Jordan  in  a  movement  to  provide  adequate  housing  for 
disadvantaged  families  through  low-cost,  interest-free  loans. 
Through  his  visionary  work.  Habitat  for  Humanity  was  established. 
Fuller  calls  it  "economics  for  Jesus.  It  is  not  right  for 
someone    in    the    image  of  God  to  be  sleeping    in    the    streets." 
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After  working  in  this  area  for  sometime,  he  began  to  dream  of 
helping  others  in  faraway  places  who  also  needed  better  housing. 
He  accepted  an  assignment  with  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  in  Zaire,  Africa,  where  he  labored  for  three  years. 

Habitat  is  now  operating  throughout  the  USA  and  in  sixty 
foreign  countries.  Fuller  offered  encouragement  to  the  Upper 
Yadkin  Affihate  of  which  Byron  Wolfe,  a  member  of  Elkin 
Presbyterian  Church,  is  one  of  the  leaders  along  with  Dr.  Hughes 
and  Johnsie  Hudspeth  who  were  on  the  Steering  Committee  for  the 
local  group.  Presently  Carson  Pittman  of  First  Baptist  is 
President  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  This  undertaking  has 
created  a  unifying  experience  among  the  local  churches  and 
tentative  plans  are  for  a  similar  joint  service  in  the  following 
year. 

Kris  Rust,  the  son  of  Joe  Dell  and  Martha  Rust,  presented  a 
piano  recital  on  Sunday  afternoon,  August  28,  1988.  Kris,  who  is 
a  gifted  musician,  studied  under  Barbara  Lister-Sink,  Dean  of  the 
Salem  College  School  of  Music.  He  has  served  in  a  variety  of 
youth  council  and  choir  offices  and  has  assisted  with  graded 
choirs  and  worship  in  his  youthful  years. 

A  deacon  ordination  service  for  Miss  Emma  Cooke  was  held  on 
Sunday,  September  29,  1988.  As  previously  noted  in  this  book. 
Miss  Cooke  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  John  F.  Cooke,  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  church.  She  also  served  on  the  mission 
field  in  Lebanon.  In  the  role  of  deacon,  she  is  continuing  to 
let  her  light  shine  and  will  join  hands  with  other  deacons  in  the 
edification  of  the  church. 

Baptist  Women's  Day  was  observed  on  October  9,  1988,  with  the 
Baptist  Young  Women's  group  in  charge  of  the  service.  Brenda 
HoUyfield  directed  a  women's  chorus,  and  Emma  Cooke  and  Beth 
Cram  were  the  featured  speakers. 
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CHAPTER? 

CENTENNIAL  -  MAY  18, 1989 

In  May  1989,  First  Baptist  Church  of  Elkin  will  celebrate  its  one 
hundredth  anniversary.  This  will  be  a  time  for  all  members  and  former 
members  to  come  together  to  give  thanks  to  our  Lord  for  directing  our 
forebears  in  the  establishment  of  the  church,  to  remember  and 
celebrate  our  heritage,  and  to  commit  ourselves  to  continue  with  the 
same  faith  of  our  Founding  Fathers  and  Mothers.  Planning  for  this 
historical  occasion  began  with  the  appointment  of  a  Steering  Committee 
soon  after  Dr.  David  M.  Hughes  became  Pastor.  Hazel  Byrd,  Church 
Clerk,  was  named  Chairperson,  along  with  Elizabeth  Callaway,  Emma 
Cooke,  Reet  Mathis  and  Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor  and  Dr.  Hughes,  Joe  Dell 
Rust,  Associate  Pastor,  and  Ronald  I  Kiehm,  Associate  Pastor, 
Education  and  Youth,  as  ex-officio  members.  Meetings  of  the  committee 
were  held  at  intervals  thereafter.  Other  committees  were  appointed  to 
assist  in  the  preparation  for  the  observance  of  this  special  time  as 
follows: 

Hospitality  -  Adrian  and  Thelma  Nixon,  Chairpersons 
Invitation  -  Blendon  B.  Dobbins,  Chairperson 
Publicity  -  Eva  Calloway,  Chairperson 
Audio- Visual  History  -  David  McCoUum,  Chairperson 
Dinner,  May  21, 1989  -  Geneva  Stewart,  Chairperson 
Physical  Arrangements,  May  21, 1989  - 

Ray  and  Margaret  Webb,  Chairpersons 
Banquet  Arrangements,  May  18, 1989  - 

W.  R.  (John)  Foster,  Chairperson 
Banquet  Program,  May  18, 1989  -  Martha  Rust,  Chairperson 
Young  People's  Service  -  Ronnie  and  Janice  Kiehm,  Chairpersons 
Parking  -  All  Events  -  Larry  McCann,  Chairperson 
Flower  Committee  -  All  Events  -  Helen  Caton,  Chairperson 

In  anticipation  of  the  centennial,  a  ninety-eighth  anniversary 
Homecoming  was  observed  on  May  17, 1987.  Approximately  750  were 
in  attendance  for  the  service  at  which  time  Dr.  Howard  J.  Ford,  a 
former  pastor,  brought  the  message.  A  fellowship  meal  was  served 
immediately  afterwards.  At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  members, 
former  members  and  visitors  assembled  in  the  sanctuary  for    brief 
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messages  by  former  pastors,  staff  members  and  special  guests. 

Specific  plans  for  the  1989  Centennial  consist  of  a  variety  of 
services  during  the  month  of  May.  On  Sunday  morning,  May  7,  a 
worship  service  of  special  music  directed  by  Music  Minister  Joe 
Dell  Rust  will  be  presented  by  the  combined  choirs.  Mary 
Caldwell  of  Pasadena,  California,  was  commissioned  to  write  an 
anthem  which  will  be  sung  by  the  choirs. 

On  May  14,  the  young  people  will  participate  in  a  program 
under  the  direction  of  Ronnie  and  Janice  Kiehm  which  will  be  a 
dramatic  presentation  of  historical  events  of  the  church  during 
the  past  century. 

On  Thursday,  May  18,  the  date  of  the  actual  organization  of 
the  church,  a  banquet  will  be  held.  A  program  of  entertainment 
under  the  direction  of  Martha  Rust  will  include  greetings  from 
representatives  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  former  pastors 
and  staff  in  addition  to  music  and  other  entertainment.  Reverend 
Charles  Dean  Edwards,  a  former  member  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
now  pastor  of  College  Park  Baptist  Church  in  Winston-Salem,  N.C., 
will  serve  as  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Sunday,  May  21,  will  climax  the  celebration.  Dr.  Carlton  Mitchell, 
Professor  and  Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Religion,  Wake  Forest 
University,  will  be  guest  speaker.  Former  living  pastors  will  be 
invited  as  well  as  their  famihes,  former  staff  members,  music 
directors,  organists,  and  ministers  of  music,  all  of  whom  will  be 
recognized.  Following  the  service  a  fellowship  meal  will  be  served. 

Taped  audio- visual  interviews  of  long  time  church  members  will  be 
shown  at  intervals  during  this  centennial  observance. 

Interestingly,  the  Town  of  Elkin  will  also  be  one  hundred  years  old 
in  1989,  having  been  incorporated  in  March  1889.  Simultaneous  growth 
has  been  experienced  by  both  town  and  church,  each  contributing  to  the 
other.  Many  of  the  business  and  professional  leaders  were  members  or 
became  members  of  First  Baptist  Church,  comprising  an  integral  force 
in  the  spiritual,  social,  economic  and  cultural  development  of  Elkin 
and  adjacent  areas  in  Wilkes  and  Yadkin  Counties. 
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The  ending  of  a  century  brings  to  mind  the  sharp  contrast  between 
the  early  days  of  worshiping  once  a  month  in  the  first  small  wooden 
structure  and  the  busy  schedule  of  worship  and  activities  that  occurs 
in  the  modem  facility  located  at  a  focal  point  in  the  Town  of  Elkin 
at  the  intersection  of  Gwyn  Avenue  and  Market  Street.  Weekly  services 
started  during  the  Norville  pastorate  (December  1917  -  August  1919). 
Now  the  work  of  the  church  is  a  seven-day-a-week  program  with  a  staff 
committed  to  a  full  schedule  including  worship  services,  radio 
broadcasts,  teaching  ministry  in  Sunday  School,  music  ministries, 
church  training,  prayer  groups,  mission  activities,  crafts,  church- 
wide  fellowships  and  group  fellowships.  Mother's  Morning  Out,  social 
ministry  to  the  poor,  aged,  sick,  shut-ins,  and  handicapped  as  well  as 
administrative  duties.  Such  ministry  from  early  years  has  been  with 
deep  commitment  to  follow  God's  command  to  seek  the  lost  within  the 
radius  of  the  church  and  the  further  extension  of  the  gospel  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth  (Matthew  28: 19-20). 

Growth  in  membership  brought  greater  responsibilities.  Church 
receipts  in  early  years  were  only  a  few  dollars  at  a  service,  hardly 
enough  to  pay  the  preacher.  The  greatest  financial  strains  occurred 
during  the  1920s  when  two  renovation  projects  and  additional  Sunday 
School  rooms  were  undertaken  and  during  the  depression  years  of  the 
1930s  as  discussed  in  Part  One.  Many  First  Baptist  members  have 
followed  the  Scriptural  method  of  tithing.  These  tithes  and  offerings 
made  it  possible  to  expand  church  programs  and  pay  better  salaries. 
With  improved  conditions,  the  finance  committees  studied  the  needs  of 
the  church  and  accordingly  increased  annual  budgets.  The  budget  for 
1988  is  in  the  amount  of  $307,102.66. 

Membership  as  of  August,  1988,  stands  at  868.  Sunday  School 
enrollment  has  climbed  within  the  last  year  to  462.  WMU  has  an 
enrollment  of  220;  Baptist  Men  56;  Church  Training  277;  and  the 
choirs,  including  preschool  members  through  the  Chancel  Choir,  have  a 
total  enrollment  of  142. 
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Dr.  David  M.  Hughes 
Pastor 


Reverend  Joe  Dell  Rust 

Associate  Minister 


Rev.  Ronald  I.  Kiehm 

Associate  Pastor 
Education  and  Youth 
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Mrs.  Saiah  Campbell 

Financial  Secretary 


J 


Mrs.  Bobbie  Couch 

Administrative  Assistant 


Miss  Nancy  Marie  Heaton 
Organist 


Mrs.  Natalie  Williams 

Assistant  Organist 


Mrs.  Opal  Layell 

Building  Superintendent 
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THOSE  CALLED  TO  PREACH 

...How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the  gospel  of  peace, 
and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things! 

Romans  10:16 

The  early  records  of  the  church  disclose  that  several  members 
were  granted  licenses  to  preach.  According  to  a  written 
statement  in  the  original  minute  book,  Brother  W.  J.  Laffoon  was 
ordained  into  the  ministry  on  February  28,  1897,  and  Brother 
Edgar  Johnson  was  ordained  into  the  gospel  ministry  by  the 
Baptist  Church  of  the  Elkin  Association  on  August  30, 1898. 

From  a  search  of  church  records,  the  next  ordination  was  that 
of  L.  Grady  Burgiss  on  October  18,  1925.  Having  been  an  active 
member  of  the  church  for  several  years,  he  made  his  final 
decision  to  enter  the  ministry  on  August  9,  1925.  Not  having 
completed  his  education,  Mr.  Burgiss  made  plans  to  finish  high 
school  and  then  to  attend  Wake  Forest  College  and  Southern 
Baptist  Seminary  in  order  to  prepare  himself  for  the  ministry. 
In  the  fall  of  1925  he  worked  twelve  hours  a  day,  attended  night 
classes,  and  re-entered  high  school  in  February  1926.  The  heavy 
load  of  work  and  study  brought  about  a  physical  breakdown  in 
April  1926,  making  it  necessary  to  spend  eleven  months  in  the 
State  Sanitorium.  In  April  1927,  he  returned  home  where  he  was 
confined  for  several  years.  Despair,  he  did  not.  His  faith 
remained  strong  that  one  day  his  health  would  permit  him  to  begin 
his  ministry.  In  1936  he  became  pastor  of  the  Arlington  Baptist 
Church,  a  church  only  recently  organized  near  Jonesville  in 
Yadkin  County.  He  also  served  as  pastor  of  Ronda  Baptist  Church. 

In  1938  he  was  called  to  Magnolia  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
Greensboro  where  he  remained  for  six  years.  In  1945  he  became 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Jacksonville,  North  Carolina, 
and  served  until  1951  when  he  became  Associational  Missionary  in 
the  Roanoke  Rapids  Association.  During  his  six  years  there  he, 
his  wife,  and  son  conducted  over  twenty  tent  meetings  and 
assisted      in    the    establishment    of    eighteen      new      churches. 
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Following  his  work  there,  he  was  called  back  to  his  native  county 
to  become  Associational  Missionary  in  the  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association.  Later,  he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Enon 
Baptist  Church  at  East  Bend,  North  Carolina,  where  he  served 
until  his  retirement  in  July  1967.  For  a  period  of  time 
afterwards  he  did  interim  pastoral  work  in  addition  to  writing 
poetry  and  pursuing  his  hobbies  of  gardening,  shop  work,  and  bird 
watching. 

Since  his  retirement,  he  has  been  notified  by  the  Baptist 
Historical  Society  at  Wake  Forest  University  that  a  biographical 
file  has  been  set  up  for  him  at  the  Wake  Forest  Library  for  his 
writings,  manuscripts,  poetry,  bulletins  and  tapes.  The  wealth 
of  material  of  historic  interest  which  he  has  accumulated  from 
his  various  pastorates,  his  work  in  several  Baptist  associations, 
his  writings,  including  some  poetry  set  to  music,  will  be  a  great 
resource  for  generations  to  come. 

Reverend  J.  L.  Powers  had  resided  in  Elkin  a  number  of  years 
and  had  been  an  active  member  of  First  Baptist  Church  when  he 
felt  the  call  to  become  a  minister  of  the  gospel  (the  father  of 
present  members  Estelle  Powers  Phillips,  Carl  Powers,  Eugene 
Powers,  and  Lloyd  Powers).  On  December  13,  1933,  he  was  ordained 
into  the  ministry  and  spent  many  fruitful  years  as  a  servant  of 
God,  serving  many  churches  throughout  this  area.  Having  been  an 
employee  of  Chatham  Manufacturing  Company,  he  had  wide  contacts 
and  was  well  known  and  beloved  and  had  an  effective  ministry. 

Two  young  men  in  the  church  felt  the  call  into  the  gospel 
ministry  early  in  life-Robert  A.  Long  and  Charles  Dean  Edwards 
(the  son  of  present  members  Ernest  and  Ruth  Edwards  and  brother 
of  Stephen  Edwards).  Both  were  very  active  in  the  church  during 
their  early  lives.  On  August  2,  1950,  the  church  granted  Robert 
A.  Long  license  to  preach.  Having  graduated  from  Gardner- Webb 
College,  he  then  entered  Furman  University  where  he  received  his 
degree.  When  he  entered  The  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  he  was  called  to  serve  a  church 
in  a  nearby  community,  and  he  was  ordained  in  Louisville.  After 
completing  his  education  at  the  seminary,  he  entered  the  service 
of    his  country,  joining  the  United  States  Navy.    He  served  as    a 
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Commander  in  the  Navy  as  a  chaplain  and  spent  much  time  in 
various  locations  in  the  Pacific.  Following  his  discharge  from 
the  Navy,  he  assumed  pastoral  duties,  serving  several  churches  in 
the  southeast  area. 


Rev.  L.  Grady  Burgiss 


Rev.  J.  L.  Powers 


Rev.  Charles  Dean  Edwards 
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After  completing  his  education  at  Elkin  High  School,  Charles 
Dean  Edwards  entered  Wake  Forest  College  where  he  received  his 
undergraduate  degree.  License  to  preach  was  granted  to  him  on 
April  13,  1957,  and  subsequently  he  entered  Southeastern  Seminary 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1960.  In  an  impressive  service  on 
Sunday  evening,  September  4,  1960,  he  was  ordained  into  the 
ministry  at  First  Baptist  Church  and  left  immediately  thereafter 
for  Roanoke  Rapids,  North  Carolina,  where  he  became  pastor  of  the 
Park  Baptist  Church.  Over  the  years,  he  has  served  pastorates  in 
several  North  Carolina  towns.  Presendy,  he  is  pastor  of  College 
Park  Baptist  Church  in  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina. 

Richard  B.  Day  (the  brother  of  present  member  Pauline  Day 
Martin)  served  as  an  assistant  to  Reverend  Howard  J.  Ford  during 
the  summer  of  1957.  At  that  time  he  was  a  student  at  Wake  Forest 
College.  Mr.  Day  is  a  native  of  Elkin,  having  lived  in  the 
Pleasant  Hill  community  of  Wilkes  County  in  his  youth.  He  is  the 
son  of  the  late  Reverend  Richard  Day,  a  well-known  Baptist 
minister  in  this  area  for  many  years.  In  the  fall  of  1957  after 
returning  to  his  studies  at  Wake  Forest,  he  received  a  call  to 
become  pastor  of  the  East  Bend  Baptist  Church.  Thereupon  he 
requested  to  be  ordained  by  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  EUdn, 
and  the  ordination  service  was  held  on  Sunday  evening,  November 
3, 1957. 

Kenneth  Bryant  became  a  member  of  The  First  Baptist  Church  on 
July  6,  1953,  with  his  parents  and  two  sisters  when  they  moved  to 
Elkin.  Kenneth  was  an  active  church  member  and  an  outstanding 
leader  among  the  young  people,  and  soon  indicated  his  desire  to 
engage  in  ministry.  He  served  several  summers  as  a  counselor  at 
Camp  Ridgecrest  for  Boys  and  later  served  as  an  assistant  to  the 
pastor  at  First  Baptist  Church  in  Asheville,  where  he  was 
ordained. 

On  May  4,  1966,  the  church  extended  a  call  to  Reverend  Flay  S. 
Price  as  Assistant  Pastor  and  Minister  of  Education.  Having 
completed  Southeastern  Seminary  in  May  1966,  he  assumed  his 
duties  in  the  church  shortly  thereafter  and  was  ordained  into  the 
ministry  on  July  10, 1966. 
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On  May  11,  1966,  the  church  voted  to  employ  Mr.  Hurst  Leroy 
Webb  as  Minister  of  Music  and  he  assumed  his  duties  on  June  28, 
1966.  On  March  10,  1968,  Mr.  Webb  advised  the  church  that  he 
wished  to  be  ordained  into  the  gospel  ministry  which  was  voted 
upon  and  approved,  and  on  Sunday  evening,  June  16,  1968,  he  was 
ordained. 

The  ecclesiastical  role  of  the  minister  for  many  years  has 
been  dominated  by  men  because  of  the  traditional  belief  that  no 
one  but  men  should  be  allowed  to  assume  such  an  important  role  as 
minister  or  preacher  in  the  church.  Consequently,  the  ordination 
of  women  has  become  highly  controversial.  In  spite  of  the 
current  climate.  First  Baptist  Church,  after  considerable 
discussion  and  prayer,  felt  led  to  challenge  this  tradition.  On 
June  30,  1985,  Mrs.  Lucrecia  (Chrissie)  Walters  Norman  was 
ordained  into  the  gospel  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ,  being  the 
first  woman  to  be  ordained  by  First  Baptist  Church  of  Elkin. 
This  occasion  was  also  the  first  ordination  service  as  a 
presiding  pastor  for  Dr.  David  M.  Hughes  who  had  assumed  his 
duties  as  pastor  in  December  1984. 

Mrs.  Norman  had  been  a  life-long  Baptist,  first  being  a  member 
of  Mount  Pleasant  Baptist  Church  at  State  Road,  North  Carolina, 
where  her  parents  were  active  members  and  where  she  was  given  the 
inspiration  to  become  a  servant  of  God  through  her  Christian  home 
environment  and  her  deep  roots  in  her  church.  After  high  school 
graduation,  she  enrolled  in  High  Point  College  from  which  she 
received  her  BA  degree  in  religious  education.  Thereafter  she 
entered  Duke  Divinity  School  where  she  received  her  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  in  1984.  While  a  student  at  Duke,  she  served  a 
pastoral  internship  during  the  summer  months  of  1982  and  1983, 
when  she  and  her  husband  united  with  the  church. 

Mrs.  Norman  presently  serves  at  Peacehaven  Baptist  Church  in 
Winston-Salem  as  Associate  Pastor  in  charge  of  youth  and 
children's  activities. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

A  TEACHING  MINISTRY 

Of  all  the  organizations  in  a  Baptist  church,  Sunday  School 
has  been  of  utmost  importance,  teaching  the  Bible  to  all  age 
groups.  Such  teaching  of  God's  Word  merits  the  best  from  those 
who  work  in  Sunday  School~a  responsibility  for  leading  members 
to  make  decisions  of  personal  commitment  to  God,  growing  in  the 
knowledge  and  grace  of  God  into  mature  Christian  service. 

North  Carolina  Baptists  have  long  supported  Sunday  School 
which  was  originally  begun  in  England.  Following  the  American 
Revolution,  Sunday  School  was  more  or  less  an  independent 
movement  in  the  United  States.  During  the  mid-nineteenth  century 
North  Carolina  Baptists  voted  approval  of  this  organization,  but 
development  of  Sunday  School  was  slow  until  about  1895,  when  B. 
W.  Spillman  appeared  on  the  scene.  Spillman  was  known  as  the 
"Sunday  School  Man."  His  work  was  so  fundamental  that  a  real 
revolution  occurred  in  the  thinking  of  Baptists.  By  1906  Sunday 
School  was  firmly  established,  and  North  Carolina  had  1500  Sunday 
Schools  with  an  enrollment  of  120,000.  Much  credit  is  also  due 
Right  C.  Moore,  who  was  Editor  of  the  Recorder.  He  saw  the 
potential  of  Sunday  School  and  took  the  initiative  to  organize 
the  program  on  a  broader  scale,  giving  high  priority  and 
resources  to  assure  strong  effective  Sunday  Schools  in  North 
Carolina  Baptist  Churches  (M.  A.  Huggins,  A  History  of  North 
Carolina  Baptists,  1967-68,  334-335). 

Minutes  of  the  church  in  March  1891  reveal  that  on  the  fifth 
Sabbath  in  the  month  a  Sabbath  School  would  be  organized. 
Literature  was  purchased  and  frequent  mention  was  made  of  the 
election  of  teachers  and  superintendents.  The  minutes  of  June 
28,  1922,  show  fifteen  officers  and  teachers;  a  Sunday  School 
enrollment  of  240,  average  attendance  of  135,  and  eight  teachers 
holding  normal  diplomas. 

Among  those  serving  as  Sunday  School  Superintendents  in  early 
years    were  B.  F.  Rollins,  Dr.  Bob  Reece,  Carl  Poindexter,  J.    W. 
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Bowles,    R.    J.    Llewellyn,  A.  W.  George,  J.    H.    Tharpe,    J.    S. 
Correll,  E.  C.  James,  J.  L.  Powers  and  C.  O.  Hadley. 

The  development  of  a  standard  Sunday  School  was  particularly 
emphasized  during  the  pastorates  of  Hayes,  Whisenhunt  and  Ford. 
Sunday  School  documents  found  among  papers  of  J.  F.  Moseley 
include  a  copy  of  a  comprehensive  census  made  in  1934.  The  first 
page  of  this  report  is  as  follows: 

ELKIN  BAPTIST  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
CENSUS  1934 

PASTOR  -  Rev.  Eph  Whisenhunt 

SUPERINTENDENT  -  Mr.  J.  F.  Moseley 

ASSOCL\TE  SUPERINTENDENT  -  Mr.  S.  E.  Newman 

SECRETARY  -  Mr.  G.  L.  Hampton 

CHORISTER  -  Mr.  W.  T.  Myers 

PIANIST  -  Miss  Effie  Crater 

HOME  DEPARTMENT  SUPERINTENDENT  -  Mrs.  T.  G.  Harris 

DEPARTMENTS       POSSIBILITIES       ENROLLED       PROSPECTS       LOST 


Cradle  Roll 

55 

13 

42 

Beginner 

55 

35 

20 

Primary 

68 

57 

11 

Junior 

90 

78 

12 

65 

Intermediate 

79 

63 

16 

34 

Young  People 

114 

52 

62 

36 

Adults 

350 

143 

207 

66 

TOTALS  811  441  370  201 

Information  from  this  census  was  compiled  by  age  groups  for 
the  various  departments  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  those  not 
enrolled.  Plans  were  initiated  early  in  the  year  for  a  Sunday 
School  revival  to  be  held  during  the  week  of  August  5-12,  1934, 
and  request  was  made  that  a  state  Sunday  School  worker  be  invited 
for  one  week  during  August  for  this  revival. 

During  the  thirties  and  forties  representatives  of  the     Sunday 
School  Board  continued  to  come  to  the  church  in  groups  of  four  or 
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five  to  lead  in  teacher  training  classes  each  year.  A  week  was 
set  aside  for  special  training  for  a  graded  Sunday  School,  and 
many  teachers  as  well  as  older  Intermediates,  Young  People  and 
Adult  class  members  attended  these  training  sessions  led  by  the 
state  workers.  Throughout  the  year  there  would  be  other  study 
courses  taught  by  leaders  in  the  church  for  current  and  future 
teachers,  resulting  in  quality  teaching.  Graded  Uterature  was 
also  used. 

Many  officers  and  teachers  received  awards  for  completing 
study  courses.  Mrs.  Lois  Reinhardt  received  numerous  awards  and 
was  recognized  in  a  special  way  by  receiving  the  Special  Citation 
Diploma,  complete  with  red,  blue  and  gold  seals.  This  is  the 
highest  award  in  the  Church  Training  Course  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  and  represents  the  completion  of  one  hundred  books. 
Mrs.  Reinhardt  was  the  first  from  First  Baptist  and  one  of  few  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  achieve  this  excellent 
training  record. 


Mis.  R.  Leslie  Reinhaidt 


For  many  years  Mr.  Earl  C.  James  taught  the  Men's  Bible   Class 
which    had    a  large  enrollment.    The  first  radio  Bible    class    in 
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this  immediate  area  was  taught  by  Mr.  James,  and  his  listening 
audience  was  extensive.  Mr.  L.  F.  Walker  not  only  served  as 
Sunday  School  Superintendent  many  times  but  was  also  an  effective 
Sunday  School  teacher  and  taught  a  men's  class  for  many  years. 

Upon  completion  of  the  new  church  in  1955,  rooms  were  afforded 
to  all  classes  as  a  graded  and  departmentalized  Sunday  School. 
Brass  plates  showing  age  groups  for  classes  were  placed  on 
classroom  doors. 

The  Willing  Workers  Class  in  Adult  Department  HI  was  composed 
of  many  women  who  became  First  Baptist  Church  members  in  the 
early  years  of  the  church.  Each  had  reached  the  last  promotional 
level  in  Sunday  School,  and  many  were  in  declining  health. 
Through  the  years  this  class  had  a  number  of  different  teachers, 
all  of  whom  were  loved  and  respected.  Perhaps  one  of  the  best 
loved  was  Robert  O.  Poplin,  Jr.  whose  mother  was  a  member  of  the 
class.  Robert  was  a  native  of  nearby  Wilkes  County.  After 
graduation  from  high  school  and  college,  he  served  as  a  Captain 
in  the  United  States  Army  during  World  War  II.  Upon  his  return 
to  civilian  Ufe,  he  became  a  high  school  principal.  On  August 
17,  1952,  he  united  with  First  Baptist  Church  and  in  1953  was 
elected  teacher  of  the  Willing  Workers  Class.  Poplin  was  an 
excellent  Bible  teacher  and  attendance  was  high.  His  manner  and 
sincerity  endeared  him  to  his  class  members,  all  of  whom  gave  him 
their  loyal  support. 

Once  a  month  a  class  meeting  was  held  in  the  home  of  one  of 
the  members.  This  social  event  was  looked  forward  to  by  each  of 
these  ladies,  as  well  as  their  young  teacher  who  was  present  for 
these  meetings  and  shared  in  their  plans  and  concerns  of  the 
class.  Poplin  recognized  and  appreciated  various  qualities  in 
the  lives  of  his  members,  including  their  good  health  habits, 
their  continued  interest  in  their  families,  the  church  and 
community,  and  their  loving  devotion  to  each  other,  and  his 
presence  in  these  social  events  endeared  him  to  each  individual. 
Among  the  members  of  this  class  were  Mrs.  F.  A.  Brendle,  Mrs. 
Ellen  Cooke,  Mrs.  R.  G.  Dorsett,  Mrs.  SalUe  Lineberry,  Mrs.  S. 
E.  Newman,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Reece,  Mrs.  Owen  Reece,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Byrd, 
Mrs.  C.  S.  Foster,  Mrs.  Lena  Hodge,  Mrs.  R.  O.  Poplin,  Mrs. 
George  Chatham,  Mrs.  Luther  Cockerham,  Mrs.  L.  F.  Walker,  Mrs. 
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Bessie  Long,  Mrs.  T.  N.  Greene,  Mrs.  T.  E.  Burgiss,  Mrs.  I.  S. 
Gambill,  Mrs.  W,  D.  Rumple,  Mrs.  Fred  Poole,  Mrs.  Ella  Holyfield, 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Church  and  Mrs.  G.  L.  HiU. 

In  1960  he  became  principal  of  Northern  Surry  High  School,  and 
he  moved  to  Mount  Airy.  Thereafter,  Mrs.  Roxie  Roth  taught  this 
class,  and  she  too  endeared  herself  to  the  class  members  through 
teaching,  visitation,  and  many  forms  of  class  ministry  in  times 
of  joy,  sickness  and  sorrow. 

Sunday  School  Officers  &  Teachers  Elected  at  call  business  meeting 
on  August  24,  1960 


Assoc.  Supt.  -  In  charge  of  Teaching  &  Training  -  Miss  Dare  Teague 
Secretary  Miss  Lucille  Shenaer 


Adult  n 


Supt. 

L.  F.  ffethis 

Assoc.  Supt. 

Dr.  L.  D.  Pruett 

Pianist 

Mrs.  Allan  Adklns 

Song  Leader 

Jim  Miller 

Assoc.  Song 

Leader 

Marshall  Campbell 

Teachers : 

Mrs.  Lin  Fincannon 

Mrs.  Grady  Fuller 

Grady  Fuller 

Joe  Watts 

Adult  P 

Supt. 

G.  L.  Hill 

Assoc.  Supt. 

Hugh  Salmons 

Pianist 

Mrs.  R.  0.  Poplin 

Secretary 

Mrs.  Blanche  Vest 

Teachers : 

Mrs.  V.  T.  Roth 

Mrs.  P.  G.  Kalker 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Bryant 

Mrs.  David  Gilliara 

L.  r.  Walker 

Earl  James 

Garland  Johnson 

Assoc.  Teachers  Mrs.  Arery  IvTiittiugton 
Mrs.  Grady  Harris 
Mrs.  Ernest  Edwards 

Intermediate  Department 


Supt. 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Lane 

Pianist 

Lettie  Gay  Lawrence 

Assoc.  Pianist 

Marilyn  Plaster 

Teachers: 

Phyllis  Brown 

Mrs.  Adrian  Nixon 

Mrs.  Reece  Gilliam 

Mrs.  Carol  Harris 

Pete  Hicks 

Ralph  CassteTcns 

Asso.  Teachers 

Mrs.  Jake  Brown 

Mrs.  Dillard  Howell 

Claude  Eldridge 

Frimaiy  Pept.  /fl 

Supt.  Mrs.  A.  R.  Plaster 

Assoc.  Supt.  Mrs.  L.  F.  Mathis 

Pianist  Miss  Hasel  Byrd 

Teacher:  Mrs.  John  Sears 


Adult  #2 


Supt. 

Dr.  Lin  Fincannon 

Assoc.  Supt. 

Mrs.  Mildred  Byrd 

Song  Leader 

Jack  Wall 

Pianist 

Mrs.  Howard  Ford 

Teachers : 

Mrs.  Howard  Ford 

Dr,  Ralph  Cooke 

Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor 

Hollis  Laiming 

Assoc.  Teacher 

Mrs.M.  H.  Terrell 

Young. 

People 

Supt. 

Mrs.  Jasper  Cooke 

Assoc.  Supt. 

Allan  Adkins 

Pianist 

Mrs.  Ralph  Casstevens 

Associate 

Ralph  Lawrence 

Teachers : 

Mrs.  Richard  Calloway 

Lonnie  Martin 

Junior 

•  Dept.  #1 

Supt. 

Mrs.  Paul  I'inshaw 

Assoc.  Supt. 

Paul  Shore 

Secretary 

Don  Byrd 

Pianist 

Mrs.  Garladd  Johnson 

Teachers: 

.^trs.  R.  L.  Reinhardt 

Mrs.  Turner  Carter 

Ray  Webb 

Bob  Lawrence 

Assoc.  Teachers: 

Mrs.  Kenneth  Elledge 

Paul  Shore 

Junior 

•  Dept.  n 

Supt. 

Miss  Agnes  Gray 

Assoc.  Supt. 

Miss  Lucy  Gray 

Secretary 

Mrs.  Jack  Robinson 

Pianist 

Teresa  Fincannon 

Teachers: 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Noman 

Mrs.  Linville  Norman 

Paul  Hinshaw 

Fred  Norman 

Fred  Harris 

Prlnary  Dept.  jfl 

Supt. 

Miss  IBD&   Cooke 

Assoc.  Supt. 

Mrs.  Pete  Hicks 

Secretary 

Mrs.  M.  0.  Fox 

Pianist 

Mrs.  LiTingston  Williams 
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Teachers: 

Mrs.   J.  S.   Elmore 
Mrs.  Glenn  Lewis 
Mrs.   S.  A.  Nichols 
Mrs.  Grady  Day 
Mrs.  Fred  Harris 
Mrs.   Uwrencc  V.'all 

aeginner  Dept. 

_£L. 

nef^iniier 

Ccpt.   ^2 

Supt. 

Assoc.    Supt. 

Secretary 
Pianist 

:'elper: 

Mrs. 
>trs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 

Roland  Jones 
Carl  liinson 
Fred  Mastin 
Claude  nidridge 
Janes  Marsh 

Supt. 

Assoc.   Supt. 
Pianist 

Helper: 

Mrs.  Clyde  Carroll 
Mrs.   Rob  Karris 
Mrs.   Jin  Miller 
Mrs.  Lloyd  !-fertin 

.-ursery  ,-4 

Supt. 

Assoc.  Sup';. 
Helpers: 

Mrs. 
Miss 
Mrs. 

;!ugh  LaffooR 
Sarah  Cidson 
Guy  Mithis 

Supt. 

Assoc.  Supt. 
Helpers: 

Mrs.   Lonnie  Martin 
Mrs.   T.  0.   Caton 
Mrs.    .-:.  0.   Cluore 
Miss  Mary  Jumey 
Mrs.    Ton  Golden 

Statistical  information  taken  from  annual  associational 
reports  for  the  years  1952  through  1970  show  enrollment  and 
average  weekly  attendance  for  Sunday  School  as  follows: 

FROM  ANNUAL  ASSOCIATIONAL  REPORTS 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


YEAR 


ENROLLMENT 


AVG.  WEEKLY  ATTENDANCE 


1952 

562 

1953 

622 

1954 

736 

1955 

698 

1956 

743 

1957 

766 

1958 

788 

1959 

797 

1960 

800 

1961 

799 

1962 

811 

1963 

815 

1964 

805 

1965 

808 

1966 

809 

1967 

774 

1968 

724 

1969 

690 

1970 

647 

342 
366 
405 
428 
407 
413 
400 
416 
409 
411 
394 
363 
360 
343 
315 
276 
260 


155 


Lonnie  Martin,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Martin,  who  were 
members  of  First  Baptist  Church  for  many  years,  became  a  church 
member  as  a  lad  Reverend  Eph  Whisenhunt  recognized  Lonnie*s 
Christian  zeal  in  early  childhood  and  often  referred  to  him  as 
"one  of  our  future  deacons."  In  due  time  he  was  elected  to  the 
diaconate.  His  loyalty,  faithfulness,  leadership,  time  and 
talents  have  been  expended  in  many  directions  in  the  church,  but 
consistenUy  he  has  been  a  Sunday  School  teacher,  working  in  many 
departments-Junior,  Intermediate,  Young  People's,  and  Adults. 
Presently  he  is  teaching  the  Berean  Class.  His  wife.  Collie,  for 
many  years  taught  in  the  Primary  Department 

Another  teacher,  Mrs.  Roxie  Bowen  Roth,  united  with  First 
Bs^tist  Church  on  July  7,  1940,  having  moved  to  this  community 
when  Chatham  Manufacturing  Company  consolidated  its  manufacturing 
enterprise  in  Elkin.  Mrs.  Roth,  a  native  of  the  Shoals  community 
in  Surry  County,  began  teaching  when  she  was  fourteen  ot  fifteen 
years  of  age  and  has  been  a  teacher  for  forty-eight  years  at 
First  Baptist  She  has  taught  various  adult  classes  and  has 
frequenUy  mentioned  that  she  has  always  felt  that  God  called  her 
to  be  a  Sunday  School  teacher.  Anyone  who  has  attended  her 
Sunday  School  class  is  soon  aware  of  the  fact  that  she  is  a 
thorough  Bible  student  and  spends  much  time  in  preparation  and 
research  for  her  weekly  teaching  periods. 

Her  Christian  service  has  not  been  limited  to  teaching.  She 
has  been  an  active  leader  in  W.M.U.  and  in  official  church 
capacities,  serving  on  the  Board  of  Deacons  and  various 
committees,  among  them  being  the  Pulpit  Committee  in  1945  prior 
to  the  call  of  Howard  J.  Ford  and  again  in  1962-63  preceding  the 
call  of  Reverend  J.  Parker  McLendon.  In  addition  to  serving  on 
the  Building  Committee  in  the  1950s,  her  services  have  been 
extensive  in  various  forms  and  the  church  has  been  the  recipient 
of  her  talents  and  means. 

Miss  Emma  Cooke  teaches  the  Fidelis  Class  in  Adult  Department 
IV,  this  being  the  first  adult  class  she  has  taught  in  her  more 
than  fifty  years  as  a  Sunday  School  teacher.  Prior  to  her  period 
of  foreign  mission  service,  she  was  a  teacher  of  small  children, 
mainly  in  the  Primary  Department 
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Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor,  Jr.  and  his  wife  united  with  First  Baptist 
Church  on  April  1,  1944,  shortly  after  coming  to  Elkin  where  he 
began  his  practice  of  medicine.  Soon  he  was  singing  in  the 
choir,  a  member  of  Brotherhood,  a  deacon,  and  he  began  teaching  a 
Sunday  School  class  in  the  early  1950s.  He  has  continued  to 
teach  the  Taylor  Bible  Class  which  has  a  large  number  of  men 
enrolled.  A  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College,  he  has  served  as  a 
Trustee  and  has  been  a  member  of  and  president  of  both  the  Wake 
Forest  Alumni  Association  and  the  Medical  Alumni  Association  of 
Wake  Forest  University. 

Lucy  and  Agnes  Gray  alternately  served  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Junior  Department  and  taught  for  more  than  thirty  years.  Both 
still  remain  active  as  class  officers  in  Sunday  School.  Others 
who  have  a  teaching  record  of  more  than  thirty  years  or  have 
served  as  departmental  officers  are  Mrs.  Thelma  Nixon,  Mrs.  Pearl 
Adams,  Mrs.  Nell  Carter,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Lane,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Reinhardt, 
Fleet  Mathis,  Mrs.  A.  T.  Whittington,  Mrs.  Garland  Johnson,  Dr. 
Lin  Fincannon,  Mrs.  Mary  Harris,  Mrs.  Reece  Gilliam,  Mrs.  Ernest 
Edwards,  Luke  Stuart,  Mrs.  Edna  Mathis,  Reece  Gilliam,  Odell 
Lawrence,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Elmore,  Lloyd  Martin,  Fannie  Sue  Robinson, 
Paul  Shore,  Mrs.  Hattyebelle  Eidson,  and  Mrs.  Ennis  Finney. 

On  September  29,  1985,  Mrs.  Edna  Mathis  retired  from  the 
Nursery  Department  of  the  Sunday  School  after  serving  thirty- 
three  continuous  years.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  morning  worship 
service.  Dr.  David  M.  Hughes  presented  Mrs.  Mathis  with  a 
certificate  of  appreciation  for  her  years  of  dedicated  service 
and,  as  a  further  token  of  love  and  gratitude,  she  was  given  a 
lovely  floral  arrangement.  She  exemplified  the  pastor's  sermon 
topic,  "How  To  Be  a  Great  Person,"  in  which  he  mentioned  that  a 
child  was  one  of  God's  greatest  symbols,  and  that  it  is  never  too 
early  to  start  teaching  a  child  of  God's  love.  She  was  commended 
for  her  faithfulness,  selflessness,  and  sacrificial  giving  of  her 
time  behind  the  scenes  in  helping  influence  and  shape  the  lives 
of  many  children  in  First  Baptist  Church. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  1960s,  a  combination  of  factors 
brought  about  a  slight  drop  in  enrollment  and  in  weekly 
attendance,    and    later    this  U-end    gained    momentum.      Economic 
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changes  meant  that  in  a  larger  number  of  homes  both  parents  were 
in  the  work  force,  and  often  weekends  were  the  only  times  of 
family  togetherness.  More  outings  were  planned  by  teenagers, 
many  of  whom  now  possessed  a  car  of  their  own.  Trips  to  nearby 
mountains,  beaches,  or  amusement  centers  took  many  away  from 
Sunday  School  and  other  services.  In  spite  of  efforts  by 
teachers,  departmental  superintendents,  the  pastor  and  others  in 
the  church  in  implementing  new  and  innovative  methods,  a  full 
restoration  to  an  enrollment  of  former  years  could  not  be 
attained.  This  change  was  no  fault  of  First  Baptist  alone-the 
same  problem  was  occurring  in  other  churches  throughout  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  in  other  denominations.  Although 
concerted  efforts  were  made  to  counter  this  trend,  prevailing 
social  changes  and  family  life  styles  seemed  to  be  the  root  of 
this  pattern. 

The  Campbell  years  have  several  references  to  Sunday  School, 
but  one  of  importance  should  be  included.  In  an  effort  to  enlist 
young  adults  in  Sunday  School  and  to  maintain  their  interest, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Callaway  helped  to  organize  such  a  class  in  March 
1972,  along  with  the  late  Mrs.  Margaret  Fincannon.  In  1978  Mack 
Hendrick  took  over  this  class  and  has  continued  to  teach  and  work 
widi  this  group,  and  it  is  an  active  class  with  good  attendance. 

In  March  1980  Mrs.  Callaway  helped  to  organize  and  taught  a 
Young  Single  Adult  class.  She  diligentiy  sought  out  these  young 
people  and  enrolled  approximately  eight  in  this  class  with 
frequent  additions.  She  taught  until  September  1984.  In 
November  1984  she  helped  to  organize  a  Young  Married  Adults  Class 
which  she  taught  for  four  years. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  OFFICERS  AND  TEACHERS  1980-81 
GENERAL  OFFICERS  ADULT  f  and  II 


Director: 
Secretary: 


Jack  DeBorde 
Luna  Blackburn 


PRESCHOOL  I 


Director: 
Teachers : 


Phyllis  Reynolds 

Ann  Boyd 

Annie  DeBorde 

Ruth  Golden 

Edna  Mathis 


PRESCHOOL  11 


Directors: 
Teachers : 


Darlene  Clark 

Johnsie  Smith 

Lena  Smith 

Zelta  Parks 


CHILDREN 

Director:       Ralph  Lawrence 

Assoc.  Director .Frank  Hendrick 

Teachers:         Peggy  Steele 

Lois  Elledge 

Judy  Absher 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL 


Director 
Teachers: 


Martha  Rust 
Carolyn  Dickson 
Claude  Eldridge 


HIGH  SCHOOL 

Director:    Virginia  Campbell 
Secretary  and  Outreach: 

Fannie  Sue  Robinson 

Teachers;        Larry  McCann 

Mickey  Carter 

Carol  Bruce 

Wes  Adams 

Judy  Trans ou 

Billie  Aman 


Directors : 


Teachers : 


Kent  Steele 

Jack  Jernigan 

Mack  Hendrick 

Lib  Callaway 

Gayle  Finney 

Ronnie  Transou 


ADULT  III 


Director: 
Assoc,  Director: 
Secretary: 
Teachers : 


Lin  Fincannon 

Doyle  Pruett 

Mabel  Gaither 

Roxie  Roth 

Allen  Adkins 

Joe  Layell 

Bobby  Pruitt 

Georgina  Pruitt 

Richard  Callaway 

Eldon  Parks 

Frank  Smith 

Mason  Bur c ham 

Lonnie  Martin 

V,  W.  Taylor,  Jr. 

ADULT  IV 

Carter  Dickson 

Richard  Culberson 

Ennis  Finney 

Garland  Johnson 

Lin  Fincannon 

Faye  Fincannon 

Fleet  Mathis 

Charles  Gilreath 

Louise  Howell 

HOME BOUND 


Director:  Roxie  Roth 

Workers:    Hattyebelle  Eidson 

Ruth  Edwards 

Addie  Carroll 

Mr .  §  Mrs .  Mason  Burcham 

Mr.  §  Mrs.  Fred  Harris 


Directors: 

Secretary: 
Teachers : 
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An  Extension  Department  (now  referred  to  as  Homebound)  has 
been  maintained  for  many  years  for  those  suffering  from  illnesses 
or  shut-ins.  Literature  and  Homelife  Magazine  have  been 
delivered  by  extension  workers  who  take  time  to  visit  with  those 
unable  to  attend  Sunday  School  classes  and  report  to  them  on  the 
activities  of  the  church.  Response  by  those  unable  or  limited  in 
their  opportunities  to  attend  Sunday  School  or  worship  services 
is  immediate  and  visible  appreciation  is  reflected  in  their 
faces.  The  time  of  commitment  is  rewarding  not  only  to  those  to 
whom  a  visit  is  made  but  to  those  sharing  Christ's  admonition  to 
visit  the  sick.  For  a  number  of  years  Mrs.  Edna  Brendle  was  head 
of  this  department.  Others  who  have  served  in  this  worthwhile 
ministry  are  Mrs.  Gladys  Couch,  Mrs.  Fred  Eidson,  Mrs.  Ennis 
Finney,  Mrs.  Roxie  Roth,  Mrs.  Ray  Webb,  Mrs.  Herman  Royall,  Mrs. 
Vema  Masten,  Mrs.  JuHan  Elmore,  Miss  Louise  Transou,  Albert 
Gregory  and  Ray  Webb,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  Edwards,  Mrs.  Addie 
Carroll,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  Burcham. 

In  1985  Survival  Kit  I  was  taught  by  the  pastor  and  again  in 
1986  Survival  Kit  II  was  taught  by  Dr.  Hughes,  and  several  other 
Survival  Kit  classes  have  been  taught  by  volunteers.  These 
classes  have  been  a  great  benefit  to  those  completing  these 
courses  in  discipleship  and  have  provided  better  teaching  skills 
for  teachers  and  leaders. 

Signs  of  new  life  became  evident  in  Sunday  School  early  in 
1985,  even  in  bad  winter  weather,  with  attendance  figures  higher 
than  they  had  been  for  five  or  six  years.  In  a  two -week  period 
fifteen  new  Sunday  School  members  were  enrolled,  in  large  part 
due  to  a  resurgence  in  Young  Married  and  Singles'  Sunday  School 
classes. 

During  the  third  quarter  of  1985,  a  congregational  survey  was 
made  as  to  needs  and  goals  for  the  church  for  the  following  year. 
One  significant  response  was  the  need  to  enlarge  and  expand 
Sunday  School  with  a  goal  to  increase  enrollment  by  fifty  and  an 
average  attendance  increase  by  twenty-five.  Another  concern  was 
the  need  to  strenghten  the  Bible  teaching  program  by  providing 
teacher  training  for  at  least  thirty-five  per  cent  of  Sunday 
School  teachers  by  the  end  of  the  following  year.  These  goals 
were    effectively  implemented  with  Ronald  I.  Kiehm    assuming    the 
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leadership  role  early  in  1986.  Dr.  S.  C.  Ray,  former  Minister  of 
Education,  and  Mr.  Jack  Heath,  Minister  to  Children,  both  of 
First  Baptist,  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  led  a  teacher  training 
conference,  and  this  effort  to  improve  quality  teaching  was  well 
attended. 

In  September  1986,  Mr.  Kiehm  became  Sunday  School  Director 
with  Kent  Steele  serving  as  Assistant  Director.  Average 
attendance  for  the  fourth  quarter  was  217,  an  increase  of  twelve 
per  week.  During  1987  quarterly  teachers'  meetings  were  set  in 
motion  with  emphasis  on  curriculum  review,  strategy  setting  for 
future  events,  and  problem  solving.  In  the  spring  of  1987  and 
1988  Dr.  John  Hendrix,  Professor  of  Christian  Education,  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  led  in  workshops  for  Sunday 
School  teachers.  His  prime  objective  to  teachers  and  leaders  was 
through  techniques  and  methods  with  new  approaches  to  imparting 
Christian  values  and  ideals  to  children  and  the  power  of 
wimessing  through  example. 

Outreach  efforts  continued  for  growth  and  increased 
attendance.  As  a  result  of  intensified  planning,  a  goal  for  High 
Attendance  Sunday,  November  15,  1987,  was  set  at  275,  exceeded  by 
one  with  a  total  of  276. 

Below  is  a  sampling  of  Sunday  School  faculty  and 
administration  from  past  years: 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS  (DIRECTORS) 


1930-31 

L.  F.  Walker 

1932-34 

J.  F.  Moseley 

1937 

L.  F.  Walker 

1938-41 

T.  A.  Leeper 

1942 

Mrs.  C.  N.  Myers 

1943-47 

G.  L.  Hill 

1948-51 

Cortez  Lowery 

1952 

Hugh  Salmons 

1953-56 

L.  Fleet  Mathis 

1957 

Dr.  Lin  Fincannon 

1958-60 

Guy  Mathis 
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1961-62 

Richard  F.  Callaway 

1963-65 

L.  Fleet  Mathis 

1966-68 

Ray  J.  Webb 

1969-70 

Robert  Hair 

1971 

Jerry  Ferguson 

1972 

L.  Fleet  Mathis 

1973-74 

Garland  Johnson 

1975 

Mason  Burcham 

1976 

Glenn  Lewis 

1977 

Kent  Steele 

1978 

Glenn  Lewis 

1979 

Ray  J.  Webb 

1980 

JackDeBorde 

1981-82 

Marshall  Campbell 

1983-85 

Jack  DeBorde 

1986-87 

Ronald  I.  Kiehm 
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CHURCH  TRAINING 

Study   to  shew  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman  that   needeth 
not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth. 

-2  Timothy  2: 15 

One  dimension  of  Baptist  life  proving  to  be  an  effective  tool 
for  training  was  Baptist  Young  People's  Union~BYPU.  "This 
organization,  which  was  akin  to  the  Sunday  School  and  yet 
different,  had  difficulty  in  getting  started.  For  one  thing 
State  Missions,  of  which  it  was  a  part,  had  no  money  with  which 
to  secure  a  secretary,  except  for  part  time.  By  1917  Secretary 
J.  D.  Moore  was  meeting  with  much  success,  and  it  was  a  *good' 
year.  The  number  of  unions  increased  from  300  to  500"  (M.  A. 
Huggins,  A  History  of  North  Carolina  Baptists,  1967-68,  335). 

The  Baptist  State  Convention  having  endorsed  this 
organization.  First  Baptist  acted  on  the  recommendation  of  this 
body.  According  to  Reverend  L.  Grady  Burgiss,  a  former  member  of 
the  church,  BYPU  was  started  in  the  early  1920s  while  Reverend  W. 
T.  Baucom  was  pastor.  Burgiss  served  as  president  about  the  year 
1922. 

Junior,  Intermediate  and  Senior  Unions  met  in  the  evenings 
before  the  Sunday  night  worship  service.  Literature  was  used, 
assignments  made,  and  many  stood  up  and  presented  their  parts. 
Books  of  the  Bible  were  memorized,  especially  by  the  Juniors  and 
Intermediates,  and  sword  drills  were  conducted.  Tithing  was 
greatly  emphasized,  and  a  systematic  plan  of  giving  was 
encouraged. 

Many  members  can  verify  the  effectiveness  and  value  of  church 
training.  Some  have  become  stalwart  deacons,  Sunday  School 
teachers,  W.M.U.  leaders,  missionaries,  musicians,  teachers  and 
preachers  in  this  church  and  community,  and  others  who  went 
elsewhere  to  live  assumed  outstanding  denominational  roles. 
Among  those  enrolled  in  early  years  were:  Paul  Gilliam  and  his 
wife,    Marian    Ray    Gilliam,  J.  L.  Powers,    Roby    Bates,    Charlie 
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Alexander,  Mossie  Cockerham,  Estelle  Cockerham,  Hazel  Cockerham, 
Blendon  Byrd,  Mattie  Brendle,  Luther  Baker,  E.  C.  James,  L.  Grady 
Burgiss,  Lucy  Gray,  Wade  and  Jim  Gilliam,  Lonnie  Martin,  Nora  Lee 
Martin,  Willie  Guyer,  C.  O.  Hadley  and  his  wife,  Maude  Hadley,  M. 
B.  Hodges,  Fred  and  Tom  Harris,  Mary  Maguire  and  Sam  Maguire. 

BYPU  had  a  name  change  in  the  thirties  becoming  Baptist 
Training  Union  (BTU),  thus  encompassing  all  ages.  During  the 
forties  it  was  abandoned  because  of  World  War  II  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  section  regarding  the  Morrisett  pastorate.  After 
the  war  was  over,  an  attempt  at  reorganization  was  made,  but  it 
never  got  off  to  a  running  start.  A  mobile  society,  many  service 
men  and  women  going  to  college  under  the  G.  I.  Bill,  the  advent 
of  television,  and  other  similar  factors  seemed  to  take 
precedence  over  more  church  meetings. 

Trained  leaders  are  vital  to  the  church  and  denomination.  It 
is  a  continuing  process,  one  which  is  necessary  for  sustaining 
growth  from  generation  to  generation  if  the  church  is  to  survive. 
It  was  with  this  purpose  in  mind  that  Dr.  David  M.  Hughes 
implemented  a  strong  church  training  program  as  related  in  the 
section  on  his  ministry.  To  further  aid  in  training  the  youth  of 
the  church,  Ronald  I.  Kiehm  was  called  as  Associate  Pastor  of 
Education  and  Youth  in  1985.  He  and  his  wife,  Janice,  have 
diligently  worked  in  this  area  of  service,  enlisting  many  of  the 
young  people  in  different  departments  of  church  life. 

In  September  1986,  Church  Training  changed  direction  in  an 
effort  to  revitalize  the  Wednesday  evening  program.  Family  night 
meals  are  served  from  5:00  to  6:15  p.m.  Children's  and  Youth 
choirs  practice  before  or  after  supper;  Mission  Friends,  Girls  in 
Action,  and  Royal  Ambassadors  meet  after  the  evening  meal. 
Prayer  time  around  the  tables  precedes  a  format  of  seminars  of 
Bible  study  led  by  the  pastor,  or  video  focus  on  marriage 
enrichment,  family  issues,  or  related  topics  with  discussion 
following,  or  discipling  opportunities  (Survival  Kits).  Chancel 
Choir  rehearsals  conclude  the  Wednesday  night  activities.  This 
change  has  resulted  in  at  least  200  being  enrolled  in  various 
training  activities  which  has  far  exceeded  previous  efforts  in 
the  area  of  church  training. 
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R.  G.  Puckett*s  editorial  in  the  October  3,  1987  issue  of  the 
Biblical  Recorder  asserts  that  "Today,  Church  Training  is  as  much 
or  more  needed  than  it  was  about  the  turn  of  the  century  when 
Baptist  congregations  were  concerned  about  something  for  their 
young  people." 
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MISSIONS 

AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD 

From  earliest  childhood  this  writer  vividly  recalls  being  a 
member  of  Sunbeams,  thereafter  progressing  through  the  various 
age  groups-Girls'  Auxiliary,  Y.W.A.~and  finally  as  an  adult 
becoming  a  circle  member  of  the  W.M.U.  organization.  Women  have 
played  an  important  role  in  the  development  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  much  of  the  time  being  the  major  sponsor  in  collecting 
funds  for  missions  and  benevolences  and  assuming  the  leadership 
role  in  promoting  missions.  The  study  of  missions,  engaging  in 
mission  activities,  support  of  missions,  and  personal  witnessing 
at  all  age  levels  are  purposes  of  this  organization. 

Records  of  the  church  do  not  provide  complete  information  as 
to  the  date  W.M.U.  was  organized.  It  is  believed,  however,  that 
a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  in  the  early  19(X)s, 
and  it  has  been  reported  that  Mrs.  N.  W.  Fowler  was  the  first 
president. 

Missions  were  supported  by  the  church  as  evidenced  in  the 
minutes  of  April  25,  1897,  when  a  collection  of  $4.15  was 
received  for  foreign  missions.  State  missions  were  also 
supported.  References  to  collections  being  taken  for  both 
foreign  and  state  missions  appear  frequently  in  the  minutes  of 
the  early  years  of  the  church. 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman  became  a  member  of  the  church  about  1915  or 
1916,  and  she  was  among  the  early  leaders,  serving  as  president 
at  intervals  many  times  over  the  years.  Under  her  able  direction 
and  leadership,  W.M.U.  became  a  strong,  effective  and  supportive 
organization  within  the  church. 

Total  enrollment  in  W.M.U.  in  1922  was  sixty-eight  (including 
children's  organizations),  with  contributions  to  the  Seventy-five 
Million  Dollar  Campaign  Fund  and  special  benevolences  amounting 
to  $287.89.  One  year  later  total  enrollment  had  increased  to  116 
with  total  contributions  of  $339.76.  Officers  were  as  follows: 
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President,  WMU  -  Mrs.  A.  O.  Bray 
President,  YWA  -  Mrs.  S.  O.  Maguire 
President,  GA  -  Miss  Blendon  Byrd 
Sunbeams  -  Mrs.  A.  O.  Bray 

Mrs.  Lora  Billings  Myers  was  a  charter  member  of  Girls* 
Auxiliary  which  was  organized  by  Mrs.  D.  O.  Totten;  the  exact 
date  is  unknown,  but  it  is  believed  to  be  between  1915  and  1920. 
During  the  decades  of  the  twenties  and  thirties  W.M.U.  continued 
to  make  significant  progress  with  strong  emphasis  on  all  phases 
of  mission  work  and  training  in  Sunbeam  Bands,  Girls*  Auxiliary, 
Royal  Ambassadors,  and  Young  Women *s  Auxiliary.  Literature  such 
as  Royal  Service,  The  Window,  and  Home  and  Foreign  Fields  was 
used  for  program  material  as  well  as  other  sources  available  from 
Baptist  State  Headquarters. 

Many  women  in  the  church  participated  in  W.M.U  in  the  1920s. 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Baucom  actively  assisted  with  GA  groups.  Mrs.  C.  O. 
Hadley  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Lawrence  were  Sunbeam  leaders;  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  H.  G.  Harris  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  McNeill  led  GA  groups, 
and  Mrs.  T.  V.  Cockerham  served  as  YWA  counselor.  The  study  of 
missions,  the  sharing  of  gifts  with  the  less  fortunate, 
instruction  in  tithing  and  personal  service  to  friends,  neighbors 
and  unenlisted  made  an  impact  upon  the  minds  and  lives  of  these 
young  ones  in  the  early  years  of  this  church  which  has  been 
manifested  in  their  dedication  and  commitment  to  the  spread  of 
God's  Word  throughout  the  history  of  First  Baptist  Church.  Many 
of  them  have  become  outstanding  leaders  through  the  years,  and 
their  contributions  in  active  participation  and  loyalty  have  been 
expressed  in  many  dimensions  of  their  talents  and  abilities. 

General  meeting  and  circle  meetings  were  held  monthly. 
Executive  committee  meetings  were  also  held  on  a  regular  basis. 
Increased  enrollment  necessitated  dividing  circle  groups  or 
creating  new  ones  which  were  named  for  missionaries,  among  them 
being  Annie  Armstrong,  Stella  Austin,  Emelle  Brooks,  Mary  Ellen 
Dozier,  Fannie  Heck,  Virginia  Highfill,  Evelyn  Hill,  Olive  Lawton 
(sister  of  Mary  Lawton  Whisenhunt,  wife  of  Pastor  Eph  Whisenhunt, 
1928-1940),  Emma  Leachman,  Jean  Middleton,  Lottie  Moon,  Katie 
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Murray,  Marjorie  Spence,  and  Catherine  Walker.  Committee 
appointments  were  made  for  visitation  of  church  members  and  the 
enlistment  of  new  members  into  the  church  and  W.M.U.  Social 
gatherings  were  held  regularly,  particularly  for  the  youth. 
Mission  studies  were  also  held  at  appointed  times.  One  important 
committee  was  responsible  for  providing  floral  arrangements  in 
the  sanctuary  each  Sunday.  Another  committee  functioned  when  a 
death  occurred  within  the  church  family.  Throughout  the  years, 
as  an  expression  of  Christian  love  and  concern  for  the  bereaved 
family  at  this  difficult  time,  members  have  furnished  a  meal, 
usually  on  the  day  of  the  funeral  service.  Another  committee 
prepared  the  Lord's  Supper  when  communion  services  were  observed. 
Later  the  flower  chairman  became  an  elective  office  by  the 
church.  Many  of  these  committees  have  continued  to  function  and 
provide  these  services  at  all  times  as  well  as  personal  service 
to  the  sick  and  shut-ins. 

In  an  effort  to  encourage  stewardship  and  missions  and  to 
educate  the  W.M.U.  as  well  as  the  church,  missionaries  at  home  on 
furlough  and  leaders  from  State  W.M.U.  headquarters  were  often 
invited  to  speak  or  lead  mission  study  courses.  Sometimes  they 
were  guest  speakers  at  Sunday  services.  Often,  guest 
missionaries  addressed  the  annual  Elkin  W.M.U.  associational 
meetings,  one  of  them  being  Jane  McRae  who  served  in  Gaza. 
Stella  Austin  conducted  study  courses.  In  the  1930s  Emma 
Leachman  spent  several  days  in  Elkin  and  brought  messages  at 
evening  services,  telling  of  specific  needs  on  mission  fields  and 
of  the  hunger  of  those  in  her  field  of  service  to  learn  more  of 
Jesus  and  His  love.  Olive  Lawton,  who  often  visited  the 
Whisenhunts,  spoke  on  numerous  occasions  about  her  work  with  the 
Chinese.  Virginia  Highfill  was  a  guest  speaker  also.  Fay 
Tunmire  (who  was  married  to  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon  in  July,  1975)  was 
guest  speaker  in  August  1960  while  at  home  on  her  first  furlough 
from  the  Philippines.  Messages  from  these  representatives  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  and  State  Board  left  lasting  impressions  of 
the  needs  on  the  mission  fields,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

During  the  late  1920s  and  in  the  1930s  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman 
served  as  president  a  number  of  times  as  did  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Poindexter,    Mrs.  Eph  Whisenhunt  and  Mrs.  T.  G.  Harris.     In    the 
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1940s  Mrs.  C.  N.  Myers  was  president  for  a  number  of  years. 
Again  Mrs.  Norman  continued  to  serve  from  time  to  time  as  did 
Mrs.  E.  C.  James  and  Mrs.  G.  H.  Tatum.  Visitation  was  greatly 
emphasized.  Mrs,  James  encouraged  visitation,  and  she  herself 
visited  almost  daily  in  homes  in  the  community. 


Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES  OF  W.M.U.  -  1950-51 

President  -  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman 

First  Vice  President  -  Mrs.  Garland  Johnson 

Second  Vice  President  -  Mrs.  Fred  Harris 

Third  Vice  President  -  Miss  Emma  Cooke 

Secretary  -  Mrs.  Zeno  Dobbins 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  David  Brendle 

Community  Missions  -  Mrs.  W.  T.  Roth  (Chairman),  Mrs.  C.    R. 

Alexander,  and  Mrs.  Grady  Harris 
Mission  Study  -  Miss  Hazel  Byrd 
Publicity  -  Mrs.  G.  H.  Tatum 
Social  -  Mrs.  James  Burcham  (Chairman),  Mrs.  Silas  Nichols,  Mrs. 

Harvey  Baker,  and  Mrs.  Cortez  Lowery 
Stewardship  -  Mrs.  E.  C.  James 
Leaders  -  Y.W.A.  -  Mrs.  Reece  Gilliam,  Mrs.  Adrian  Nixon  (Assistant) 
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Intermediate  GA  -  Miss  Mattie  Mae  Powell,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Austell  (Assistant) 
Junior  GA  -  Mrs.  David  Brown,  Mrs.  James  Alexander  (Assistant) 
RA  -  Mrs.  J.  S.  Elmore,  Mrs.  Clyde  Carroll  (Assistant) 
Sunbeams  -  Mrs.  A.  R.  Plaster,  Mrs.  Charles  Harris,  and  Mrs.  Paul 

Hinshaw  (Assistants) 
Circle  Leaders 

Foy  Farmer  -  Mrs.  Turner  Carter 

Katie  Murray  -  Mrs.  M.  O.  Fox 

Pearl  Johnson  -  Mrs.  Grady  Day,  Mrs.  Clyde  Powers,  Assistant 

Neal  Young  -  Mrs.  Jack  Holcomb 

Rosalee  Appley  -  Miss  Willie  Guyer  --  . 

Mary  Ellen  Dozier  -  Mrs.  M.  H.  Terrell 

Olive  Lawton  -  Mrs.  Ted  Griffin 

Young  Business  Women  -  Mrs.  Beauford  Stanley 

Emma  Leachman  -  Mrs.  R.  L.  Jones,  Mrs.  A.  T.  Whittington,  Assistant 

Marjorie  Spence  -  Mrs.  Raymond  Vestal 

In  training  and  work  with  the  youth  of  the  church  in  missions, 
W.M.U.  sponsored  and  followed  plans  suggested  by  Southern  Baptist 
and  State  W.M.U.  organizations.  Girls'  Auxiliary  girls  observed 
Mother-Daughter  banquets  annually  during  Focus  Week.  Girls' 
Auxiliary  members  were  encouraged  to  achieve  steps  toward 
becoming  a  Queen,  advancing  from  Maidens  to  Ladies  in  Waiting, 
Princesses  and  Queen.  Coronation  services  were  held  from  time  to 
time.  Records,  however,  do  not  reveal  names  of  all  GA  girls  who 
completed  the  requirements.  Paula  Hinshaw,  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Paul  Hinshaw,  was  crowned  Queen  on  March  27,  1961. 
During  Miss  Dare  Teague's  service  as  Educational  Director,  she 
devoted  much  time  working  with  the  youth  of  the  church, 
particularly  Girls'  Auxiliary.  Enrollment  grew  and  genuine 
interest  was  shown  by  this  group,  many  of  whom  have  now  become 
leaders  in  the  church  here  and  elsewhere. 
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Paula  Hinshaw  crowned 

Queen  of  Girls'  Auxiliary 
on  March  27,  1961 


[  In    1965   Connie  Watts  achieved  aU  steps  and  was   crowned   GA 

Queen. 


171 


172 


In  the  1960s,  on  recommendation  of  the  State  W.M.U.,  the 
churches  updated  mission  organizations.  Name  changes  were  made 
as  follows:  W.M.S.  became  Baptist  Women;  Y.W.A.  organizations 
became  Acteens;  Girls'  Auxihary  became  Girls  in  Action; 
Ambassadors  became  Pioneers  and  Crusaders.  Sunbeams  were  named 
Mission  Friends,  and  Circles  were  designated  as  Mission  Action 
groups. 

In  an  observance  of  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions 
when  the  Lottie  Moon  offering  was  taken.  Dr.  Dwane  R.  Campbell 
commended  the  women  for  their  response  to  missions  and  for 
leading  in  mission  offerings.  He  commended  them  also  for 
assistance  in  family  night  suppers  on  Wednesday  evenings  and  for 
their  work  in  Sunday  School  and  choirs-in  fact,  in  the  total 
church  program.  He  emphasized  the  fact  that  the  women  had  made  a 
significant  contribution  and  had  a  large  part  in  the  real  growth 
and  development  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Elkin  throughout  its 
entire  history. 

Mission  activities  continue  to  respond  to  needs  within  the 
local  area.  For  about  five  years,  a  meal  has  been  served  on  a 
Sunday  evening  in  August  to  migrant  workers  at  one  of  the  rural 
churches  within  the  Elkin  Association.  One  or  more  of  the 
mission  groups  is  responsible  for  attending  and  helping  with  the 
meal.  In  this  way,  contact  is  made  with  the  workers  and  is  an 
opportunity  for  personal  witness  to  them.  Meals  on  Wheels,  a 
federally-funded  program,  are  delivered  by  mission  action  members 
and  other  volunteers  on  a  rotating  basis  with  other  churches  in 
Elkin.  Visits  are  made  to  local  nursing  homes,  and  once  during 
the  year  a  birthday  party  is  held  there  for  those  observing 
birthdays  in  that  month.  Refreshments  are  served  during  Vacation 
Bible  School  and  many  other  mission  activities  heretofore 
mentioned  are  carried  on. 

A  Baptist  Young  Women's  group  was  organized  in  January  1985  at 
the  home  of  Joani  Hughes,  with  twenty-three  young  women 
enrolling.  This  group  has  assisted  with  the  migrant  workers 
program  and  has  been  especially  supportive  of  the  Tri-County 
Ministries,  a  cooperative  effort  by  local  churches  to  serve  those 
in  need,  by  placing  boxes  in  Sunday  School  rooms  for  the 
collection  of  food,  clothing,  baby  needs,  toiletries,  and  other 
items. 
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In  preparation  for  the  observance  of  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  Baptist  Women  in  North  Carolina,  a  Church  Prayer 
Retreat  was  held  on  November  17,  1985,  with  the  Bible  study  being 
given  by  Mrs.  Maria  Cochrane.  On  January  5,  1986,  a  bitterly 
cold  day,  the  Centennial  of  Baptist  Women  was  observed.  Hazel 
Byrd  and  Blendon  B.  Dobbins  served  as  Co-chairpersons  for  this 
event  A  beautiful  birthday  cake  with  one  hundred  one  candles 
(one  to  grow  on)  was  served  by  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman,  past  President 
and  the  oldest  member  of  Baptist  Women  present  A  program  on  the 
role  of  WMU  and  summaries  of  the  North  Carolina  WMU  and  First 
B^tist  WMU  was  presented  by  the  pastor,  Elizabeth  Callaway, 
Gladys  Lane  and  Fannie  Sue  Robinson.  A  fashion  show  was  narrated 
by  Anne  Adkins  with  models  dressed  in  styles  depicting  each 
decade  of  the  century.  Music  featuring  hymns  of  WMU  were  used 
throughout  the  program. 

One  of  our  own  members.  Miss  Emma  Cooke,  answered  the  call  to 
special  Christian  service.  The  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Cooke,  one 
of  the  charter  members  of  the  church,  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Ellen 
Codce,  Emma  grew  up  in  Elkin  and  became  a  member  of  the  church  in 
her  early  years.  Always  faithful  in  attendance  at  Sunday  School, 
church  worship  services,  BYPU  and  W.M.U.,  she  became  a  diligent 
worker  as  a  teacher  in  Sunday  School,  an  officer  in  W.M.U.  and 
involved  in  many  ways  in  the  total  church  program.  Miss  Cooke 
received  her  AB  degree  from  Duke  University  and  her  Master's 
degree  from  Appalachian  Stale  Teachers  College.  After  teaching 
English  and  Latin  for  more  than  thirty-nine  years  in  Elkin  High 
School,  she  resigned  in  1969.  Having  had  a  desire  to  serve  on 
the  mission  field  for  many  years.  Miss  Cooke  received  an 
appointment  from  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  as  a  Missionary 
Associate.  She  left  Elkin  in  the  fall  of  1969  for  a  period  of 
orientation  at  Callaway  Gardens  near  LaGrange,  Georgia,  studying 
Arabic  language,  theology  and  even  auto  mechanics.  In  December 
1969,  she  left  for  Lebanon  where  she  taught  English  to  Arab 
students  at  the  Baptist  School  in  Beirut  for  six  years.  At  a 
service  held  immediately  prior  to  her  departure  for  Lebanon,  she 
bade  farewell  to  her  fellow  Christians  at  First  Baptist  and  told 
them,  "My  purpose  in  going  to  Lebanon  is  not  to  teach  English-I 
can  do  that  here-my  purpose  in  going  is  so  that  Arab  boys  and 
girls    may  see  the  love  of  Christ     One  plants,    another    waters, 
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but  it  is  God  who  gives  the  increase.' 


Miss  Cooke  is  now  residing  in  Elkin,  and  as  in  former  years, 
she  is  serving  her  Master  by  teaching  in  Sunday  School,  working 
with  the  W.M.U.,  and  making  many  appearances  as  a  guest  speaker 
in  churches,  schools,  and  W.M.U.  meetings  throughout  North 
Carolina  and  the  southeastern  states. 

Many  civic  projects  have  claimed  much  of  her  time.  In  1987 
she  received  the  distinct  honor  of  being  named  Lady  of  the  Year 
by  Beta  Sigma  Phi  Sorority. 

Soon  after  her  return  from  Beirut,  she  served  on  a  volunteer 
basis  as  a  tutor  for  students  with  reading  difficulties  at  the 
Jonesville  Elementary  School  for  eight  years.  In  the  fall  of 
1987,  she  returned  to  Elkin  High  School  to  teach  Latin  on  a 
volunteer  basis  for  one-half  day  each  weekday  of  school. 


Emma  Cooke 


In  June  1977,  Miss  Susan  Taylor,  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  V. 
W.  Taylor  Jr.,  announced  to  the  church  that  she  had  volunteered 
for  a  year's  service  for  mission  work  under  the  Lay  Volunteer 
Program  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  and  had  received  an 
appointment  to  work  in  the  Rhodesia  Baptist  Mission  in  Salisbury, 
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Rhodesia.     Miss  Taylor  was  a  graduate  of  Elkin  High    School    and 
Wingate  College. 

This  sense  of  call  within  Miss  Taylor  no  doubt  was  nurtured  by 
a  Christian  home,  and  her  participation  in  mission  groups  from 
Sunbeams  through  Acteens  and  Young  Women's  Auxiliary,  as  well  as 
Sunday  School  and  choir.  In  a  special  service,  Miss  Taylor  read 
a  poem  she  had  composed  which  is  as  follows: 

In  the  center  of  the  circle  of  the  will  of  God  I  stand. 
It  is  not  for  me  to  wonder  or  to  try  to  understand. 
But  to  cling  to  Him  steadfastly  and  to  trust  His  guiding  Hand. 
I  have  listened  long  in  silence  and  now  Tve  heard  Him  call. 
And  I  know  that  I  must  stand  for  Him  or  I  will  not  stand  at  all. 
He  has  promised  to  go  with  me,  keep  me  safe  and  lead  the  way. 
And  I  know  that  He'll  be  with  me  hour  by  hour  and  day  by  day. 
He  will  guide  my  stumbling  footsteps,  keep  me  safe  lest  I  shall  fall. 
And  I  know  that  as  I  trust  Him,  I  must  follow.  That  is  all. 

On  August  3,  1977,  Miss  Taylor  left  to  begin  her  ministry  in 
Rhodesia.  Because  of  civil  unrest  which  erupted  in  the  country 
not  too  long  after  her  arrival  and  the  fear  of  violence  which 
might  result  in  danger,  the  Mission  Board  felt  that  it  was  in  her 
best  interest  to  return  to  the  States  after  serving  for  less  than 
six  months.  In  spite  of  this  disappointment  in  not  being  able  to 
fulfill  her  full  year  of  service,  she  is  no  less  enthusiastic 
about  missions  and  the  support  of  total  mission  efforts  both  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Another  member  of  our  church  who  has  served  on  the  foreign 
mission  field  is  Jane  Carroll  McRae,  currently  Director  of 
Missions  for  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association.  Although  Mrs.  McRae 
did  not  grow  up  in  our  church,  she  has  been  a  member  since  1959, 
having  served  in  various  places  of  leadership  through  the  years. 

In  1950  she  was  appointed  to  the  Near  East  with  her  first 
assignment  in  Beirut,  Lebanon.  In  1952  she  was  sent  to  Ajloun, 
Jordan  to  help  to  open  Southern  Baptist  work  there.  She  started 
the  Baptist  School  there  and  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Debbin 
and     served    as  principal,  using  a  staff  of    Arab    Christians    as 
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teachers.    These  teachers  formed  a  team  which  she  used  in  setting 
up  Sunday  School  work  and  Vacation  Bible  Schools. 

In    1955  she  was  transferred  to  Gaza  where  she    organized  the 

Baptist    Elementary    School  and  served  as    principal,    using  the 

staff   as    a  Sunday  School  team,  which  taught  in  three    towns  on 
Sundays. 

Mrs.  McRae  is  one  of  our  members  who  has  done  considerable 
writing  for  the  convention.  She  wrote  the  first  Teacher's  Manual 
for  the  Sunbeam  Band,  now  Mission  Friends.  She  wrote  Little  Boat 
Family,  a  mission  study  book  about  work  she  had  done  for  the  Home 
Mission  Board  in  South  Louisiana.  She  wrote  Under  the  Olive  Tree 
about  work  in  Jordan  and  Photographer  in  Lebanon  about  work  in 
Lebanon,  both  used  for  mission  study. 

Since  1975  Mrs.  McRae  has  served  as  Directed  of  Missions  for 
the  Elkin  Baptist  Association,  majoring  on  the  development  of 
cooperative  mission  projects. 

A  former  missionary  to  the  Philippines  is  now  a  member  of 
First  Baptist  Church.  Faye  Tunmire  Fincannon,  a  native  of 
Hudson,  NcMth  Carolina,  came  to  Elkin  in  1975  as  the  bride  of  Dr. 
Lin  Fincannon.  Even  though  she  is  no  longer  on  the  foreign 
field,  her  zeal  for  missions  has  continued. 

After  graduating  from  high  school  and  college,  she  received 
her  MRE  degree  from  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 
She  became  Religious  Education  Director  at  Ml  Zion  Baptist 
Church  in  Hudson,  North  Carolina,  and  later  taught  first  grade  at 
Saw  Mills  Elementary  School  in  Granite  Falls,  North  Carolina. 
Under  ^pointment  by  the  Home  Mission  Board,  she  served  as  a 
summer  missionary  in  California  in  1950.  Her  desire  was  to  serve 
in  foreign  missions,  and  she  received  an  appointment  from  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  the 
Philippines  where  she  was  a  teacher  and  Educational  Director  in 
Southern  Baptist  College  from  1956  to  1975.  She  also  did  some 
evangelistic  wwk  while  there. 

On    the    home  front  she  has  been  Director  of  W.M.U.    at   First 
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Baptist  and  has  also  taught  Sunday  School  and  assisted  in  many 
prayer  groups  and  mission  projects  in  the  church  and  in  the  Elkin 
Association.  Within  the  state  she  has  served  on  the  North 
Carolina  W.M.U.  State  Board  and  as  Chairperson  of  Task  Force  on 
Prayer  for  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Convention. 

Volunteer  mission  work  has  been  a  focal  point  in  the  lives  of 
Faye  and  Lin  Fincannon,  and  as  a  husband  and  wife  team  they 
participated  in  the  Home  Mission  Board  Crusade  in  Wilkes  Barre, 
Pennsylvania  in  1979;  and  in  Back  Yard  Bible  Studies  in  Erie, 
Pennsylvania  in  1980.  Volunteer  missions  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Partnership  Evangelism  program  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
has  carried  them  outside  the  USA  for  two  summers:  first,  to 
Scotland  in  1985,  and  to  Belfast,  Ireland  in  1986. 

W.M.U.  (OR  BAPTIST  WOMEN)  PRESIDENTS  OR  DIRECTORS 


1935  -  Mrs.  C.  N.  Myers  1958-59  -  Mrs. 

1936  -  Mrs.  E.  C.  James  1960-61  -  Mrs. 

1937  -  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman  1962-63  -  Mrs. 
1938-40  -  Mrs.  C.  N.  Myers  1964-65  -  Mrs. 
1941-43  -  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman  1966-67  -  Mrs. 

1944  -  Mrs.  E.  C.  James  Beginning  in 

1945  -  Mrs.  G.  H.  Tatum  Director  was 
1946-47  -  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman  1968-70  -  Mrs. 

1948  -  Mrs.  Fred  Harris  1971-73  -  Mrs. 

1949  -  Mrs.  C.  N.  Myers  1974-76  -  Mrs. 
1950-51  -  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman  1977-78  -  Mrs. 

1952  -  Mrs.  Ted  Griffin  1979-80  -  Mrs. 

1953  -  Mrs.  Avery  Whittington  1981-83  -  Mrs. 
1954-56  -  Mrs.  J.  K.  Bryant  1984-86  -  Mrs. 
1957       -  Miss  Dare  Teague  1987-88  -  Mrs. 


Richard  Callaway 
E.  C.  James 
Mildred  Byrd 
Zeno  Dobbins 
Garland  Johnson 
1968  the  term 
used. 

Richard  Callaway 
Clyde  Carroll 
E.  D.  Lane 
Lin  Fincannon 
E.  D.  Lane 
Sylvia  Eidson 
Grace  Lawrence 
Lin  Fincannon 
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THE  MUSIC  MINISTRY 

O  come,  let  us  sing  unto  the  Lord,  let  us  make  a  joyful  noise    to 
the  rock  of  our  salvation. 

Let    us    come  before  his  presence  with  thanksgiving,  and    make    a 
joyful  noise  unto  him  with  psalms. 

For  the  Lord  is  a  great  God,  and  a  great  King  above  all  gods. 

Psalms  96:1-3 

Since  the  time  of  King  David,  the  master  musician  and  sweet 
singer  in  Israel  (I  Chronicles  15:16),  music  has  been  an  integral 
part  of  worship  services  to  the  true  and  living  God.  Nothing 
compares  with  music  for  the  inner  satisfaction  and  peace  it 
brings  to  the  human  heart;  it  expresses  every  emotion  and  passion 
of  the  soul  from  the  depths  of  sadness  to  the  highest  joy.  Good 
hymn  singing  is  worship  through  praise  and  adoration  to  Him  for 
what  He  has  done  for  us  and  for  others,  and  simply  because  He  is 
worthy  to  be  praised. 

First  Baptist  Church  has  developed  a  music  ministry  of  unusual 
quality  for  a  growing  church  throughout  the  years,  first  with 
volunteer  leaders,  and  later  with  leadership  from  professionally 
trained,  skilled  and  talented  musical  directors.  No  mention  is 
made  in  early  records  of  the  kinds  of  musical  instruments  used  in 
the  church.  Mrs.  Emma  Brendle  Chatham,  who  became  a  member  of 
First  Baptist  in  1890,  gave  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Louise  C. 
Mayberry,  a  hymnal  used  in  the  first  church.  It  is  the  Agate 
edition  of  Gospel  Hymns  published  by  The  John  Church  Company  and 
The  Biglow  and  Main  Company  without  musical  scores.  The  name  of 

C.  P.    Andrews    is  written  in  the  book  and,    according    to    Mrs. 
Chatham,  he  was  the  song  leader  who  used  a  tuning  fork  for  pitch. 

When  the  second  church  building  was  erected  on  Main  Street,  a 
piano  was  in  use  when  the  church  began  holding  services  there. 
Several  departments  in  Sunday  School  later  had  pianos.  Mrs.  J. 
S.  Correll  was  elected  choir  director  on  March  28,  1920,  and    Mr. 

D.  O.  Totten  was  elected  assistant. 
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Miss  Helen  Smith  (Mrs.  J.  H.  Beeson),  a  graduate  of  Bessie 
Tift  College  in  Georgia,  came  to  Elkin  about  1923  or  1924,  and 
she  became  choir  director,  serving  for  about  six  years.  In  1940 
she  resumed  this  role  and  served  for  several  more  years. 
Throughout  the  years  she  made  a  significant  contribution  to  the 
musical  program  of  the  church  with  the  adult  choir  as  well  as 
with  children's  choir  groups.  In  addition  to  her  work  in  the 
church,  Mrs.  Beeson  taught  both  piano  and  voice  and  assisted  with 
public  school  music  in  the  local  school. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  church  Miss  Effie  Crater  was  church 
pianist.  During  the  Whisenhunt  pastorate,  Whisenhunt's  wife 
served  as  choir  director  for  a  while,  and  later  Mrs.  Parks 
Hampton  directed  choirs. 

As  stated  elsewhere.  Reverend  Stephen  Morrisett  was  an 
accomplished  organist,  and  in  addition  to  his  role  of  preaching 
and  teaching  God's  Word,  he  projected  his  vision  of  a  good  choir 
and  great  hymn  singing  in  such  a  way  that  it  reached  people's 
hearts  as  effectively  as  lessons  or  sermons.  He  was  aided  in 
choir  work  by  his  wife,  Mary,  also  an  outstanding  musician. 

In  sacred  music  the  mechanics  must  be  there  and  must  be 
perfect,  but  mechanics  alone  do  not  build  a  ministry  of  music. 
The  results  are  when  people  truly  feel  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
present,  and  such  was  the  case  with  Stephen  and  Mary  Morrisett. 

The  organ  which  had  been  given  to  the  church  by  the  E.  B. 
Lawrence  family  following  his  death  was  in  need  of  many  repairs, 
and  a  decision  was  made  to  purchase  a  new  organ.  Handel's 
"Messiah"  was  to  be  presented  on  Sunday,  December  24,  1944,  by 
the  Combined  Choirs  with  Mary  Keely-Morrisett  directing,  Stephen 
Morrisett  as  guest  organist  along  with  Effie  Crater,  the  regular 
organist.  Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor,  Jr.  recalled  that  the  final 
installation  of  the  new  organ  was  completed  only  hours  before  the 
presentation  at  five  o'clock.  The  choirs  sang  without  having  had 
an  opportunity  to  rehearse  with  the  new  organ,  and  all  went  well 
with  no  hitches. 
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THE    MESSIAH 

BY  HANDEL 

PRESENTED  BY 

THE  COMBINED  CHOIRS 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church 

Elkin,  N.  C. 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  24,  1944  AT  5  O'CLOCK 

Mary  Keeley-Morrisett,  Director 

Effie  Crater,  Organist 

Stephen  Morrisett,  Guest  Organist 


SOLOISTS 


Peggy  Oliver  _ 
Gladys  Tatum 
Dorothy  Mae  Walker 

Mildred  Freeman 

John  Sagar 


Dr.  Vernon  Taylor 


SOPRANOS 

Tommy  Joe  Darnell 
Betty  Uneberry 
Betty  Jean  Dorsett 
Mrs.  L  C.  Yates 
Emma  Cooke 
Peggy  Llneberry 
Loma  Smithey 
Mrs.  SUas  Nichols 
Betty  Jean  Darnell 
WUma  Lou  Nichols 
Frieda  Dobbins 
Peggy  Oliver 
Mrs.  Fred  Harris 
Molly  Dobbins 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Moseley 
Mrs.  Parks  Hampton 
Fannie  Sue  Harris 
Mrs.  a.  H.  Tatum 


Soprano 

Soprano 

Contralto 

Contralto 

Tenor 

Bass 


THE  CHOm 

Frances  Sprinkle 
Betty  Joe  Eidson 
Beulah  Yates 
Betty  Lou  Steelman 

ALTOS 

Mrs.  Garland  Johnson 
Mrs.  Earl  James 
Virginia  Lawrence 
Lucile  Alexander 
Vema  Alexander 
Mrs.  Sam  Marshall 
Mrs.  Merle  Edwards 
Doswell  Gentry 
Ruth  Masten 
Lucile  Shermer 
Mildred  Freeman 
Minnie  Ruth  McNeill 
Mrs.  Clyde  Carroll 


Mrs.  Turner  Carter 
Dorothy  Mae  Walker 
Mary  Sale 

TENORS 

Jack  Walker 
Th(anas  Reece 
George  Littman 
Wilbur  Beddingfield 
Charles  Alexander,  Jr. 
Charles  Alexander,  Sr. 
John  Sagar 

BASSES 

J.  F.  Moseley 
Dr.  Vernon  Taylor 
Silas  Nichols 
Henry  Beeson 
Van  Dillon,  Jr. 


Because  of  excellent  choral  organization  and  desire  to  enrich 
worship  through  clKsrai  music,  the  music  ministry  of  First  Baptist 
Church  continued  to  grow.  Mrs.  Lucille  Ford  ably  directed  the 
Chancel  Choir  for  several  years  while  Reverend  Howard  J.  Ford  was 
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pastor.  Miss  Mildred  Freeman  directed  the  Men*s  Chorus,  which 
enjoyed  a  large  enrollment,  and  this  enthusiastic  group  sang  at 
many  worship  services. 


Elkin,  North  Carolina 

J^unaau      r/laht  —   ^Jjecemoer     19,     1954 

7:30  o'clock 


Director 
Mrs.  Howard  J.  Ford 

Organist  Violinist 

Miss  Effie  Crater  Mrs.  J.  Livingston  Williams 

—  Soloists  — 

Anne  Carter.  Soprano  Mrs.  Lawrence  Trainor,  Alto 

Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor,  Bass 

Prelude:  "Christmas  Song"  Bach 

Processional:  "Adeste  Fideles"  Anon. 

L 

"Thy  Kingdom  Come" Evans 

"And  the  Glory  of  the  Lord"  Handel 

"A  Star  Shone  Out"  Davis 

"There  Were  Shepherds"  Vincent 

Soloist:  Anne  Carter 

Meditation:  "Cradle  Song"  Brahms 

Violinist.  Mrs.  J.  Livingston  Williams 

II. 

"The  Praise  Carol"  Marryott 

"Good-Will  and  Peace"  Christiansen 

"Holy  Infant,  Son  of  Mary"  Schimmerling 

"Sleep.  Holy  Babe"  Ganschow 

Soloist:  Mrs.  Lawrence  Trainor 

Offertory:  "Adoration"  Borowski 

III. 

"Now  Bright  and  Still" Williams 

"Lift  Up  Your  Heads" Handel 

"Holy,  Holy.  Holy"  Spicker 

Soloist:  Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor 

"Hallelujah"  Handel 

Recessional:  "March  of  the  Magi"  Dubois 
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SOPRANO 


Mrs.  J.  F.  Moseley 
Mrs.  Parks  Hampton 
Mrs.  Silas  Nichols 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Brown 
Mrs.  G.  H.  Tatum 
Mrs.  Jaclc  Sprinkle 
Emma  Cooke 
Ellen  Cooke 
Anne  Carter 
Dorothy  Hodges 
Nancy  Martin 


Linda  Ford 
Carol  Gilliam 
Brenda  Vestal 
Jackie  Brown 
Carole  Brown 
Vickie  Mayberry 
Janet  Walker 
Betty  Spencer 
Betty  Dorsett 
Barbara  McLeod 


ALTO 


Vema  Alexander 
Carolyn  Freeman 
Phyllis  Brown 
Deanna  Marshall 


Mrs,  Lawrence  Trainor 
Mrs.  Sam  Marshall 
Mrs.  Turner  Carter 
Karen  Bryant 


James  Miller 
Ralph  Lawrence 
Kenneth  Bryant 


TENOR 


Chris  Glenn 
David  Myers 
Sammy  Elmore 


BASS 

Fred  Eidson  Charles  Johnson 

Cortez  Lowery  Pat  Guyer 

Sellers  Parker  Graham  McPhaul 

Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor 
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In  the  life  of  The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Elkin  perhaps  no 
one  served  more  faithfully  for  such  an  extended  period  of  time 
than  Miss  Effie  Crater.  The  exact  date  she  began  serving  as 
pianist  is  not  recorded.  Many  can  attest,  however,  to  the  fact 
that  she  was  playing  for  the  church  in  her  late  teens,  and  she 
served  as  pianist  and  organist  for  at  least  forty  to  forty-five 
years.  Her  faithfulness  was  exhibited  not  only  in  playing  for 
worship  services  on  Sunday,  but  at  funerals,  weddings,  Sunday 
School  and  on  many  other  occasions.  During  the  heat  of  the 
summer,  cold  of  winter,  in  rain,  wind  or  snow,  she  was  present 
for  choir  practice  and  rehearsals  without  fail  unless  ill  or 
providentially  hindered,  which  was  only  on  rare  occasions.  For 
many  years  her  services  were  rendered  without  pay  or  vacation. 

In  September  1961,  the  church  voted  to  make  her  organist 
emeritus,  and  that  she  be  paid  a  monthly  benefit  from  the  church 
for  the  remainder  of  her  life.  In  addition,  she  could  continue 
to  play  for  services  one  Sunday  each  month  as  long  as  she  was 
able  or  desired  to  do  so.  The  church  paid  special  recognition  to 
her  on  Sunday,  October  8,  1961,  with  a  reception  being  held  in 
her  honor  in  the  afternoon,  with  many  bringing  love  offerings  or 
gifts  as  they  chose.  Several  hundred  attended.  After  several 
years  of  declining  health.  Miss  Crater  passed  away  on  March  17, 
1977. 

She  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  J.  Livingston  (NataHe)  Williams  as 
organist.  Mrs.  Williams  had  already  assisted  in  the  musical 
program  of  the  church  since  1946  when  she  became  a  member  of  the 
church.  During  many  services  she  rendered  violin  selections  in 
addition  to  playing  the  piano  for  Sunday  School  and  church 
services,  and  the  organ  on  numerous  occasions  when  Miss  Crater 
was  ill  or  unable  to  play. 

In  1958,  Miss  Frances  Comwell  (now  Mrs.  Graham  Greene)  became 
the  first  full-time  Minister  of  Music  for  First  Baptist.  She 
served  until  the  end  of  1962  when  she  was  married.  At  intervals 
thereafter  she  resumed  these  duties  on  a  temporary  or  interim 
basis.  She  developed  a  full  church  music  program,  beginning  with 
preschool  children  through  senior  choirs  and  special  groups.  At 
the     time    of  her  resignation,  she  had  classes  in    hymn     singing. 
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music  reading  and  private  students.  She  and  Mrs.  Williams  worked 
in  a  special  way  with  the  youth  choirs  and  instrumentalists. 
Enrollment  in  choirs  under  her  direction  in  September  1962  was  as 
follows:  Church  Choir  -  40;  High  School  Choir  -  63;  Junior  Choir 
-  56,  with  three  helpers;  Third  Grade  Primary  -  17;  First  and 
Second  Grade  Primary  - 12;  and  Beginner  Choir  -  29. 

Fran  Greene's  musical  talent  was  spread  community-wide.  In 
1961,  in  preparing  for  a  more  challenging  Christmas  program,  she 
and  Nellie  Ruth  Irwin,  organist  and  music  director  of  the  Elkin 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  combined  their  choirs  for  a 
presentation  of  Handel's  "Messiah."  With  a  sixty-nine-member 
chorus,  the  program  was  presented  at  First  Baptist  Church  on 
December  17,  with  Natalie  Williams  as  organist. 

The  following  year  the  chorus  was  opened  lo  all  community 
volunteer  members  and,  for  more  than  twenty-five  years,  Fran 
Greene  directed  or  shared  in  directing  the  Community  Chorus  and 
Natalie  Williams  was  organist  for  at  least  half  of  the  total 
performances.  During  those  early  years  the  chorus  grew  so  large 
that  the  performance  was  moved  from  the  churches  to  Dixon 
Auditorium,  but  after  one  year  the  chorus  committee  decided  to 
move  the  performances  back  to  the  Baptist  and  Methodist  churches 
in  alternating  years.  Appropriately,  the  churches'  organists 
accompanied  the  chorus. 

Financial  problems  were  encountered  through  the  years  as  the 
chorus  scrimped  on  purchases  of  new  music  and  passed  the  hat 
among  chorus  members  for  contributions.  Honorariums  at  times 
were  non-existent,  especially  when  weather  was  bad  at  performance 
time  and  attendance  was  low.  In  1978  the  Foothills  Arts  Council 
began  donating  funds,  enabling  the  chorus  to  continue.  In  1985 
there  were  seventy-seven  chorus  members  drawn  from  twenty  area 
churches.  (From  church  records  and  a  report  in  The  Tribune  on 
December  7, 1985  by  Deborah  Baker.) 

Following  the  resignation  of  Frances  Comwell  late  in  1962, 
the  church  was  without  a  full-time  Minister  of  Music  for  periods 
of  time.  In  March  1964,  J.  W.  Winchester  was  employed  as 
Minister    of    Music    and  Education,  and  his  wife    served    as    his 
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associate    on    a  part-time  basis;  they  remained  with     the    church 
until  September  1,  1965. 

Reference  is  made  in  the  McLendon  ministry  to  the  employment 
of  Hurst  Leroy  Webb  and  his  wife,  Patti.  The  choir  program  was 
well  organized  during  this  time  with  emphasis  on  enrollment  and 
attendance.  Choir  dedication  and  recognition  services  were 
particularly  impressive.  The  Senior  High  Choir  made  a  choir  tour 
in  May  of  1968,  singing  at  Broughton  Hospital,  Cherokee  Baptist 
Church,  and  Canton  First  Baptist.  In  May  of  1969  they  sang  at 
Hope  Valley,  Patterson  Avenue  Baptist  Mission,  and  Mills  Home 
Baptist  Church.  The  minutes  of  May  11,  1969,  disclose  that  the 
Webbs  resigned  to  assume  similar  positions  with  First  Baptist 
Church,  Lenoir,  North  Carolina.  Mrs.  Lucy  Eaton  was  recommended 
to  serve  as  interim  organist  and  choir  director. 

On  August  10,  1969,  the  church  approved  a  recommendation  of 
the  Personnel  Committee  that  Miss  Kay  Wiggs  be  called  as  Minister 
of  Music  and  Organist.  She  was  a  native  of  Selma,  North 
Carolina,  and  received  her  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  East 
Carolina  University.  In  1964  she  received  her  Master  of  Music 
degree  in  organ  performance.  She  served  in  this  dual  role  until 
June  1973,  resigning  to  assume  a  similar  position  in  another 
North  Carolina  church. 

In  August  1974,  Mr.  Joe  Dell  Rust  became  Minister  of  Music. 
Later  he  was  elected  Associate  Pastor.  A  native  of  Oklahoma,  he 
received  his  Bachelor  of  Music  degree  on  June  3,  1961;  on 
December  1,  1968,  he  was  ordained  into  the  gospel  ministry  at 
Bethany  Baptist  Church  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  From  early 
childhood  he  was  interested  in  music,  and  it  seems  that  as  a 
person  he  has  a  "built-in  direction  system"  for  the  best  in  music 
with  an  approach  for  praise,  quality  and  spiritual  worthiness  in 
the  House  of  God.  It  is  with  this  sense  that  music  has  been  an 
integral  part  of  the  worship  service  of  the  true  and  living  God 
at  First  Baptist  Church. 

Each  year  along  with  Southern  Baptist  churches  September  is 
designated  as  Music  Month.  It  is  the  month  to  magnify  the 
ministry  of  music  and  to  begin  a  definite  program  of  church  music 
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education  that  will  last  all  year. 

Particular  emphasis  is  placed  on  children's  choirs  as  valuable 
in  the  life  of  a  child-the  choir  bringing  all  other  activities 
of  the  child  at  church  together.  Songs  about  God's  love, 
creation,  care,  church,  family,  friends  and  Jesus  are  carried 
from  activity  to  activity  in  a  day's  time,  giving  the  child  a 
tangible  way  to  identify  feelings  about  himself  and  the  things  he 
does  and  learns  at  church.  Many  volunteers  worked  with  Rust  and 
the  children  in  his  first  year,  namely:  Mrs.  Marshall  Campbell, 
George  Hildt,  and  Mrs.  Allie  Duncan  with  the  Preschool  Choir, 
Mrs.  Larry  Reynolds,  Libby  Owens  and  Susan  Taylor  with  Music 
Makers  (grades  one,  two  and  three),  and  Mrs.  Jim  Miller  and  Mrs. 
Jack  Walker  with  Young  Musicians  (grades  four,  five  and  six). 

The  Hanging  of  the  Green,  a  custom  since  the  sixteenth 
century,  had  never  been  observed  at  First  Baptist  until  initiated 
by  Mr.  Rust  in  1974.  Months  of  planning  and  preparation  are 
required  for  this  event  at  the  beginning  of  the  Advent  Season. 
With  the  church  family  participating,  each  window  is  decorated 
with  evergreen  and  candles.  Wreaths  and  garlands  of  evergreen 
grace  the  choir  loft  and  chancel  rail,  and  Advent  wreaths  are 
given  prominent  places  throughout  the  sanctuary  to  symbolize 
eternal  life  in  Christ  A  huge  Christmas  tree  adorns  the  right 
hand  comer  at  the  front  of  the  sanctuary  to  symbolize  Jesus  as 
the  tree  of  life. 

Christmas  carols  are  sung  by  the  congregation,  and  the  pastor 
and  lay  people  have  a  part  in  the  reading  of  scripture  which 
helps  to  tell  the  story  of  Jesus'  birth. 

Carter  and  Mabel  Dickson  continue  to  serve  faithfully  as 
directors  of  decoration  and  assisting  in  the  preparation  for  the 
program.  Children's  choirs  participate  as  well  as  the  combined 
Youth  and  Chancel  Choirs,  with  instrumental  music  accompanying. 
This  traditional  service  has  continued  from  year  to  year  with 
people  from  the  entire  community  and  visitors  from  across  the 
state  witnessing  this  glorious  Christmas  event. 
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Laura  Greene  and  other 
Youth  Choir  members 


In  1975  Rust  began  a  series  of  Youth  Choir  tours.  The  first 
tour  was  through  Virginia,  Maryland,  Connecticut  and  New  York. 
The  trip  afforded  members  an  opportunity  to  share  their  Christian 
wimess  through  messages  in  song.  Much  planning  was  required  in 
addition  to  rehearsals.  Concerts  were  presented  in  churches, 
shopping  malls,  state  capitols  and  other  places.  Upon  their 
return,  a  home  concert  was  presented  at  8:15  p.m.  on  June  22, 
1975.  The  Herald  of  June  29,  1975  provided  this  comment  from  the 
pastor: 

It     is     obvious  that  the  experience  of  their  recent  tour     up  the 

eastern  seaboard,  singing  their  Christian  wimess,  left  an 
indelible    impression  on  their  lives.    We  sensed    that    something 

had    happened  to  the  HEART  of  the  group.. .that  the  spirit  of  the 

choir    had    changed    and    grown    more    Chrisdike.      That's  the 

wonderful  thing  about  missionary  work;  it  does  as  much  for  the 
missionary  as  for  those  to  whom  their  message  is  given! 

A  schedule  of  tours  is  as  follows: 

1975  -Tour  up  the  Eastern  Seaboard  through  Virginia,  Maryland, 
Connecticut  and  New  York.  June  17-22.  Natalie  Williams, 
accompanist  Adults  traveling  with  choir  were  Mrs.  Martha  Rust, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mack  Hendrick.  Home  Concert  on  return. 

1976  -  Tour  through  Georgia  and  Florida.  Time  out  for  trip  to 
Disney  World.  Thirty-three  choir  members  and  instrumental 
ensemble.       Gail  Casstevens,  accompanist.     Adults  traveling    with 
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choir  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rust,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bud  Holcomb,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Larry  Reynolds.  Home  concert  on  return  home. 

1977  -Tour  through  Knoxville,  Tennessee;  Louisville,  Kentucky; 
Hammond,  Indiana;  Wilmette,  Illinois;  and  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Sightseeing  in  Chicago.  Home  concert  on  June  29,  1977.  Adults 
traveling  with  choir  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coney  Couch  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ralph  Casstevens.  Trip  date:  June  12-19, 1977. 

1978  -Tour  through  North  Carolina.  First  stop  at  Mills  Home.  On 
to  Sanford  First  Baptist,  Duke  Chapel,  State  Capitol  building  in 
Raleigh,  First  Baptist  in  Zebulon,  Southeastern  Seminary,  Chowan 
College,  First  Baptist  in  Spencer,  and  North  Kannapolis  Baptist 
in  Kannapolis.  Adults  traveling  with  choir  were  Mrs.  Margaret 
Walker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Reynolds,  and  Mrs.  Martha  Rust.  Home 
concert  on  return. 

1979  -Tour  through  Shelby,  North  Carolina;  Anderson,  South 
Carolina;  Gainesville,  Georgia;  Truett-McConnell  College, 
Cleveland,  Georgia;  Atlanta,  Georgia;  Shorter  College,  Rome, 
Georgia;  Birmingham,  Alabama;  Columbus,  Georgia;  Fort  Benning, 
Georgia;  and  Kann^x)lis,  North  Carolina.  Time  out  for  trip  to 
Six  Flags  Over  Georgia.  Adults  traveling  with  choir  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jack  Deborde,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Culberson,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marshall  Campbell,  and  Mrs.  RusL 

1980  -Tour  through  Midwest  June  10-17.  Stops  in  Tennessee, 
Arkansas  and  Oklahoma. 

1981  -Tour  to  Foreign  Mission  Board,  five  churches  and  one 
college  concert  June  10-15, 1981. 

1982  -Youth/Adult  Music  Week,  July  26-31,  at  Caswell.  This  was 
not  the  usual  kind  of  tour. 

1983  -  Did  not  make  a  tour. 

1984  -  Did  not  make  a  tour. 

1985  -Youth   Choir   Mission  Tour  to  West   Virginia   to   work   in 
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Southern  Baptist  mission  endeavors  in  pioneer  areas  June  16-20. 
The  young  people  assisted  in  establishing  youth  choirs  in  the 
churches,  and  in  strengthening  church  choirs  in  several  churches. 
They  rehearsed  with  the  choirs  in  these  churches,  led  and  sang 
with  them  in  worship  services,  and  left  music  and  materials  to 
help  in  an  ongoing  choir  program  to  strengthen  ministry  and 
outreach  in  these  newer  Southern  Baptist  areas. 

1986  -Youth  Choir  Mission  Tour  to  western  North  Carolina,  June 
14-20.  The  young  people  sang  as  a  choir  group  in  several 
mountain  churches  and  worked  with  choir  groups  in  four  churches 
and  one  association,  sharing  music  materials,  methods  and 
inspiration.  The  choir  helped  to  establish  youth  choirs  as  well 
as  to  provide  encouragement  for  adult  choirs.  Assisting  Mr.  Rust 
were  Nancy  Heaton,  organist;  Jerry  Moses,  and  Carol  Moses.  Upon 
their  return,  the  choir  provided  music  for  First  Baptist's 
evening  worship  service  and  gave  reports  on  their  trip. 

1987  -  Did  not  make  a  tour. 

1988  -Musicians  on  Mission  was  the  theme  of  the  tour  along  the  I- 
81  corridor  in  Virginia,  June  4-9.  Three  choral  workshops  were 
conducted  in  which  approximately  160  people  were  reached.  In 
addition,  they  led  three  worship  services  for  about  500  to  600 
people.  Assisting  Mr.  Rust  were  his  wife,  Martha;  Nancy  Heaton, 
accompanist;  and  Kim  Triplett. 
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Nancy  Heaton,  who  was  accompanist  for  the  mission  tours  in 
1985,  1986,  and  1988,  has  shared  her  Christian  witness  through 
music  in  many  places.  During  the  summer  months  of  1987,  she 
traveled  to  Kenya  on  a  mission  journey  to  bear  witness  of  God's 
love. 

Special  music  presentations  with  chamber  orchestra  such  as 
"Celebrate  Life"  (Red),  "Samuel,"  "Of  Time  and  Eternity" 
(Caldwell),  and  more  recently  Russell  Bennett's  "Easter  Story" 
are  held  at  or  near  Easter  annually. 

Another  event  continued  by  Rust  was  the  Valentine  banquet  each 
February,  a  time  of  Christian  fellowship  and  fun  with  good  food 
and  entertainment.  These  occasions  have  been  well  attended  by 
the  church  family.  Many  volunteers-youth  and  adults-assist  in 
the  decorations,  serving  and  a  variety  of  entertainment. 

Church  Pianists  and  Organists  at  First  Baptist 

1920-29  -  Miss  Effie  Crater  -  Pianist 

Miss  Crater  played  the  piano  long  before  there  was  an 

official  record  of  her  being  elected. 
1929-36  -  Miss  Effie  Crater  -  Pianist 
1937-56  -  Miss  Effie  Crater  -  Organist 
1953-61  -  Mrs.  Natalie  Williams  -  Assistant  Organist 
1957-61  -  Miss  Effie  Crater  -  Organist 
1961  -         Miss  Effie  Crater  -  Organist  Emeritus 
1961-66  -  Mrs.  Natalie  Williams  -  Organist 
1965  -         Mrs.  James  (Sara)  Miller  -  Assistant  Organist 
1966-69  -  Mrs.  Patti  Webb  -  Organist 
1966-69  -  Mrs.  Natalie  Williams  -  Assistant  Organist 
Summer  -  1969  -  Mrs.  Lucy  Wolfe  Eaton  -  Interim  Organist  and 

Choir  Director 
1969-73  -  Miss  Kay  Wiggs  -  Minister  of  Music  and  Choir  Director 
1974-82  -  Mrs.  Natalie  Williams  -  Organist 
1983  to  date  -  Mrs.  Natalie  Williams  -  Assistant  Organist 
1981-82  -  Miss  Nancy  Marie  Heaton  -  Assistant  Pianist  and 

Organist 
10/82-12/82  -  Miss  Nancy  Marie  Heaton  -  Interim  Organist 
1983  to  date  -  Miss  Nancy  Marie  Heaton  -  Organist 
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A  number  of  young  people  in  the  church  who  studied  music, 
piano,  and  organ  assisted  in  playing,  especially  during  summer 
vacation  periods.  Cathy  Adkins,  Gail  Casstevens,  Jane  Caton, 
Kristin  Rust  and  others  filled  in  during  these  periods. 

Choir  Directors  and  Ministers  of  Music  at  First  Baptist 

3/28/20  -  Mrs.  J.  S.  Correll  elected  -  Choir  Director 

3/28/20  -  D.  O.  Totten  -  Assistant  Choir  Director 

1925-30  -  Miss  Helen  Smith  (Mrs.  J.  H.  Beeson)  -  Choir  Director 

1931-32  -  Mrs.  Eph  Whisenhunt  -  Choir  Director 

1933-34  -  Mrs.  Parks  Hampton  -  Choir  Director 

Interval   in   which   no  one  elected   as   choir  director; 
music  committee  served. 
1940-44  -  Mrs.  J.  H.  Beeson  -  Choir  Director 
1945  -        Reverend  Stephen  Morrisett  -  Choir  Director 
1949-56  -  Mrs.  Howard  J.  Ford  -  Choir  Director 
1949-54  -  Miss  Mildred  Freeman  -  Male  Chorus  Director 
1956-57  -  Lawrence  Phillips  -  Music  Director 
Seven  months  of  1957  -  Homer  Walker  -  Music  Director 
1958-62  -  Miss  Frances  Cornwell  -  Full-Time  Minister  of  Music 
Seven  months  of  1962  -  Miss  Sarah  Hinson  -  Minister  of  Music 
Four  months  of  1963  -  Mrs.  Fran  Greene  -  Minister  of  Music 
3/4/64-9/1/65  -  J.  W.  Winchester  -  Minister  of  Music  and  Education 
3/4/64-9/1/65  -  Mrs.  J.  W.  Winchester  -  Associate  Minister  of 

Music  &  Education  (Part-time) 
1966-69  -  Hurst  Leroy  Webb  -  Minister  of  Music 
Summer     of  1969  -  Mrs.  Lucy  Wolfe  Eaton  -  Interim  Choir 

Director  and  Organist 
1969-73  -  Miss  Kay  Wiggs  -  Minister  of  Music  and  Organist 
9/73-8/74  -  Mrs.  Sarah  Campbell  -  Interim  Choir  Director 
1974  -  present  -  Joe  Dell  Rust  -  Minister  of  Music 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Sarah  Campbell,  Glenn  Pierce  and 
David  McCoUum  have  assisted  as  Choir  Director  on  occasions  in 
the  absence  of  the  director. 

Several    members    of  the  Chancel  Choir  have    sung    for    years. 
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attending  rehearsals  on  a  weekly  basis  and  singing  in  special 
choral  presentations.  Two  members,  Nell  Carter  and  Addie 
Carroll,  were  awarded  pins  in  1982  for  having  sung  in  the  church 
choir  for  more  than  forty  years.  Pauline  Day  Martin  sang  in  the 
choir  for  forty-eight  years  and  was  also  awarded  a  pin. 
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YOUTH  MINISTRY 

At  First  Baptist  Qiurch,  young  people  have  benefited  from  good 
counsel  from  devoted  Sunday  School  teachers,  WMU  leaders, 
Training  Union  leaders  and  pastors  throughout  the  past  century. 
In  the  process,  the  church  has  fulfilled  her  responsibility  to 
direct  children  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  the  Heavenly  Father, 
nurturing  their  needs  in  the  spiritual  realm,  helping  them 
develop  the  proper  moral  standards  and  right  choices,  and 
encouraging  friendships  and  family  loyalties.  A  large  number  of 
members  of  this  church  can  attest  to  this  fact 

Professionally  trained  youth  ministers  have  only  been  a  part  of  the 
church  in  more  recent  years.  Specific  mention  of  work  with  youth  in 
the  church  is  not  referred  to  in  early  church  records;  the  ministry  of 
the  church,  however,  revolved  around  the  family  unit  attending  worship 
services  and  Sunday  School.  Through  direct  supervision  of  early 
pastors  assisted  by  volunteer  teachers  and  church  leaders,  young 
people  were  engaged  in  healthy  social  activities  and  instructed  in 
God's  Word. 

Reference  to  youth  activities  has  been  made  in  Part  One.  Boy  Scout 
and  Girl  Scout  troops  were  organized  and  became  active  groups,  and  a 
Boy  Scout  troop  continues  to  function.  Vacation  Bible  School  had  its 
beginning  in  1936.  A  large  youth  choir  was  directed  by  Mrs.  Beatrice 
Myers  Phillips  for  a  number  of  years,  practicing  regularly  and  singing 
frequently  in  church  services.  In  Sunday  School,  teachers  sought  to 
lead  in  personal  commitment  to  God  and  help  youngsters  to  mature  into 
effective  Christians. 

Baptist  Training  Union  emphasized  worship,  Bible  study,  memorizing 
the  Books  of  the  Bible  and  participating  in  Sword  Drills.  Enrollment 
was  divided  into  groups  which  were  alternately  responsible  for 
programs  each  week.  Training  Union  literature  was  used,  and  giving  a 
part  without  reading  or  referring  to  notes  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
improve  skills  in  speaking.  Instruction  in  tithing  was  greatly 
emphasized  in  Bs^tist  Young  Peoples  Union. 

Sunbeams,  Girls  Auxiliary,  and  Royal  Ambassadors  were  led  in 

195 


mission  studies,  prayer  groups,  visitation  and  mission  oriented 
activities.  Socials  at  church,  picnics,  watermelon  feasts,  hikes, 
ball  games  and  Christmas  parties  provided  fun  time.  During  the 
Whisenhunt  pastorate,  a  cottage  was  rented  in  the  summer  at 
Ridgecrest  Groups  of  fifteen  or  twenty  at  a  time  attended  Assembly 
programs  for  spiritual  renewal,  study  periods,  participation  in  choral 
groups,  and  a  quiet  time  around  a  campfire  at  night.  Afternoons  were 
free  for  mountain  climbing,  hiking,  tennis,  ball  games,  or  visits  to 
nearby  scenic  spots.  Many  new  friends  were  made  during  these  times  of 
fellowship  together. 

Other  youth  activity  is  discussed  in  Part  Three  when  Wayne  Nidiffer 
served  as  Associate  Minister  of  Education  and  Youth.  A  variety  of 
youth  activities  centered  around  Bible  study,  worship  experiences, 
prayer  time  and  youth  fellowships.  A  group  attended  Youth  and  Adult 
Music  Week  at  Caswell  and  a  beach  trip  was  also  planned.  With  the 
assistance  of  Frank  Clanton  and  Harry  Jennings,  a  successful 
basketball  season  was  enjoyed  in  1973  with  the  "Clanton  Cagers"  being 
runner-up  in  the  1973  Junior  Church  League.  Harry  Jennings' 
intermediate  boys  won  the  championship. 

In  1974  Joe  Dell  Rust  became  Minister  of  Music  and  Education.  He 
developed  a  comprehensive  music  program.  In  addition,  with  skill  and 
dedication,  he  was  assisted  by  Sunday  School  leaders  and  teachers, 
church  council,  pastor  and  volunteers  in  a  concerted  effort  to  hold 
teens  and  young  adults  in  the  church  despite  a  variety  of  outside 
influences  seeking  their  loyalties. 

The  heart  for  young  people  and  their  spiritual  development 
presently  beats  strong  in  First  Church,  Elkin,  under  the  leadership  of 
Ronnie  Kiehm.  Youth  ministry  is  a  powerful  element  in  the  pulse  of 
the  life  of  this  church,  which  understands  that  preparing  leaders  of 
tomorrow  begins  today. 

Awareness  to  changing  trends  in  learning  and  instruction  has  served 
the  church  well.  Instruction  by  pure  lecture  has  proven  ineffective 
with  young  people.  Yet  activities  alone  are  inadequate  as  a  stimulus 
for  spiritual  and  personal  development.  Youth  are  looking  to  be 
challenged  in  instruction  through  events  and  activities  that  bring 
biblical  principles  to  life. 
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But  what  is  appropriate  for  youth  ministry  today?  Contemporary 
thought  stresses  significant  relationships  and  role  models.  Programs 
and  activities  have  their  place,  but  long-term  healthy  influence  comes 
from  people,  not  programs. 

According  to  Mr.  Kiehm  the  term,  "youth  worker,"  is  applicable  to 
anyone  working  directly  or  indirectly  with  young  people.  This 
explanation  will  help  in  the  following  paragraphs.  A  major  hurdle 
facing  youth  workers  is  that  of  dealing  with  kids  who  know  the  Gospel 
on  an  "intellectual"  level.  The  task  therefore  is  to  "personalize" 
their  "head  knowledge"  transforming  it  to  "heart  knowledge."  Taking 
teenagers  through  this  gradual  and  difficult  process  demands 
commitment  and  truckloads  of  patience.  Youth  workers  must  be 
versatile  in  reaching  teenagers  who  are  on  a  variety  of  spiritual 
levels.  Most  groups  involve  kids  that  are  "disillusioned"  (who  feel 
God  has  let  them  down),  "searchers"  (who  want  to  know  God  but  are  not 
sure  how  to  find  him),  "fence  sitters"  (who  can  be  swept  up  in  the 
excitement  but  quickly  lose  interest),  "go-getters"  (whose  energy 
often  alienates  them  from  their  peers). 

Youth  woikers  are  put  to  the  test  even  more  as  kids  fluctuate 
across  the  spiritual  spectrum  from  week  to  week  or  month  to  month. 
The  challenge  of  the  youth  worker  consists  of  patiently  tracking  the 
present  condition  of  young  people  until  they  come  to  a  firm  grasp  of 
Jesus  Christ,  eventually  to  become  leaders  themselves. 

Many  people  have  served  in  the  role  of  youth  worker  since  Mr.  Kiehm 
came  to  Elkin  in  January  of  1986.  The  following  is  a  brief  overview, 
in  Ronnie's  words,  of  what  has  taken  place  in  the  last  two  and  one- 
half  years. 

"Twenty  young  people  went  to  Centrifuge  (spiritual  development  camp 
sponsored  by  the  Church  Recreation  Department)  at  Ridgecrest  in  the 
summer  of  1986.  Jane  Hendrick  and  Janice  Kiehm  served  as  chaperons. 
I  was  blessed  to  serve  as  team  chaplain  for  the  Elkin  High  football 
team  in  the  fall  of  1986,  as  well  as  Assistant  Coach  of  the  track  team 
in  the  preceding  spring.  Weekly  fellowships  with  a  topical  Bible 
study  were  begun  in  the  fall  of  1986.  Young  people  interface  with 
children  and  parents  each  year  by  helping  with  a  children's  shopping 
day  held  at  the  church  each  December.  The  Youth  have  ministered  each 
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Christmas  by  caroling  to  shut-ins  and  the  other  elderly  of  the  church. 
The  Youth  help  produce  the  annual  Valentine  Banquet.  Each  May,  young 
people  lead  an  entire  morning  worship  service.  Projects  and  training 
events  are  goals  of  the  youth  ministry  now.  Camps  and  retreats  that 
help  prepare  the  young  people  for  service  are  a  high  priority. 

"Instead  of  going  any  further  listing  the  accomplishments  of  the 
Youth,  it  needs  to  be  stated  that  the  young  people  of  this  church  are 
living  their  faith  in  every  arena  of  life  better  each  year.  They  know 
that  the  church  is  there  for  them  to  lift  and  support  them  in  their 
endeavors.  Even  now  they  are  becoming  leaders  of  tomorrow." 
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THE  DEAF  MINISTRY 

He  who  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear. 
"Matthew  13:9 

The  First  Baptist  Church  ministry  to  the  deaf  began  in  1966 
when  the  Silent  Sunday  School  Class  was  formed.  Charter  members 
were  Robert  and  Georginna  Pruitt  of  Jonesville,  Johnny  and  Janice 
Hayes  and  Ralph  Reich  of  Elkin.  Anne  Adkins  served  as  deaf 
ministry  director  and  church  interpreter.  Robert  Pruitt  was 
class  teacher. 

During  the  next  two  years,  class  membership  grew  to  twelve  and 
a  woman's  missionary  group  was  formed.  Interpreting  was  provided 
at  meetings  of  the  Baptist  Brotherhood,  Sunday  School,  W.M.U.  and 
other  groups  so  that  the  deaf  could  fully  participate  in  the  life 
of  the  church. 

From  1966  to  1980,  over  fifty  young  people  and  adults  attended 
interpreter  training  classes  taught  by  Mrs.  Adkins  and  Mrs. 
Pruitt.  A  Student  Interpreter  Group,  composed  largely  of  high 
school  students,  served  in  various  capacities  throughout  the 
church  to  improve  communication  between  hearing  and  hearing- 
impaired  members.  Novella  McLendon  (Richard)  and  Emily  Lawrence 
(Simeon)  were  the  first  students  to  interpret  regularly  during 
worship  services.  Other  students  whose  sign  language  skills 
developed  enough  to  interpret  all  phases  of  the  worship  services 
were  Beth  Walker  (Elmore),  Cathy  Creed  (Hinson),  Carolyn  Couch, 
and  Lynn  Hayes.  At  least  three  former  students  are  now  in  deaf- 
related  professions:  Lynn  Hayes  directs  the  deaf  program  at 
Lenoir-Rhyne  College,  and  Emily  Lawrence  Simeon  and  Linda  Adkins 
Swaim  work  in  special  education. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Walker,  Mrs.  Nell  Walker,  and  Mrs.  Vema  Masten 
were  among  the  many  adults  who  gave  encouragement  and  support  by 
their  witness  to  our  deaf  members  and  friends.  In  the  late 
sixties,  the  Reverend  Ray  Price  performed  a  wedding  of  two  of 
the  Silent  Sunday  School  Class  members.  The  bride's  wedding 
dress,  flowers,  and  a  reception  for  the  guests  were  given  the 
couple  by  members  of  the  W.M.U.  as  wedding  presents. 
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In  the  late  1960s  and  early  1970s,  the  church's  deaf  ministry, 
in  cooperation  with  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention's 
Department  of  Deaf  Missions,  presented  a  monthly  half-hour 
television  series,  "Coffee  House  for  the  Deaf,"  aired  on  UNC-TV, 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  Education  Network.  As  a  service 
to  the  Convention,  First  Baptist  Church  published  a  quarterly 
newsletter.  The  Silent  Witness,  which  was  sent  to  churches  and 
deaf  individuals  throughout  North  Carolina  and  several  other 
states. 

Interpreters  and  Silent  Class  members  also  presented  several 
programs  on  other  television  stations  in  Piedmont  North  Carolina. 
The  First  Baptist  Church  deaf  ministry,  together  with  deaf  people 
and  interpreters  from  churches  in  Winston-Salem,  Greensboro, 
Thomasville,  North  Wilkesboro,  and  Lexington,  formed  a  theatrical 
group,  Piedmont  Theatre  of  the  Deaf,  and  performances  were  given 
at  churches  and  meetings  throughout  the  state.  At  First  Baptist 
in  Elkin,  a  Talking  Hands  Choir  composed  of  deaf  members  and 
interpreters  rehearsed  regularly  and  led  the  music  for  one 
worship  service  each  month.  Special  music  programs  were 
interpreted  at  First  Baptist,  other  Elkin  churches,  in  Dixon 
Auditorium,  and  at  the  Community  Chorus  Christmas  Concert  each 
year. 

First  Baptist  Church  was  well  represented  at  annual 
denominational  events  such  as  the  Teacher-Interpreter  Conference 
at  Camp  Caraway,  leadership  training  week  at  Ridgecrest,  and 
meetings  of  the  North  Carolina  Sunday  School  Association  for  the 
Deaf.  As  part  of  its  local  ministries.  First  Baptist  Church 
provided  interpreters  for  funerals,  weddings,  doctors  and 
hospital  visits,  court  and  other  legal  proceedings,  and  gave 
assistance  with  social  services,  unemployment,  tax  records, 
drivers'  examinations  and  other  special  needs. 

During  the  late  1970s  and  early  1980s,  largely  due  to  the 
area's  job  market,  several  of  our  deaf  members  moved  away. 
Another  member,  Clarence  Hudson  of  Yadkinville,  died  in  1984. 

In  1983,  Anne  Adkins  resigned  as  director  of  Deaf  Ministries 
after  seventeen  years  of  service.     Before  leaving  her  duties,  she 
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worked  with  Pastor  Campbell  and  the  church  council  to  broaden  the 
ministry  to  include  other  groups,  such  as  the  blind  and  mentally 
and  physically  impaired.  That  same  year,  Linda  Adkins  Swaim  was 
named  director  of  Special  Ministries  and,  under  her  direction,  an 
ongoing  class  was  established  in  Vacation  Bible  School  for  the 
mentally  and  physically  disabled. 


Anne  Adkins 
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BROTHERHOOD 


In  the  fall  of  1951,  at  the  time  of  the  selection  of  church 
officers  for  the  coming  year,  the  nominating  committee  recommended 
that  a  Men's  Brotherhood  be  organized  in  the  near  future.  For  several 
months  this  matter  had  been  under  study  and  discussion,  as  the  Pastor, 
the  nominating  committee,  deacons  and  church  leaders  felt  this  could 
be  a  positive  and  effective  organization  for  the  men  of  the  church. 
The  nominating  committee  recommended  Mr.  James  J.  Randleman  as 
President,  and  he  was  so  elected  on  September  5,  1951.  At  a  church 
conference  held  on  September  26,  1951,  the  following  additional 
Brotherhood  officers  were  elected: 

First  Vice  President  -  Charlie  Alexander 
Second  Vice  President  -  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon 
Third  Vice  President  -  Fleet  Mathis 
Chorister  -  Cortez  Lowery 
Secretary-Treasurer  -  Beauford  Stanley 

Monthly  meetings  were  held  and  the  men  of  the  church  were 
encouraged  to  attend  and  enroll.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year  forty 
men  had  become  members.  In  1952  Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor  Jr.  was  elected 
president;  at  the  end  of  the  second  year  the  membership  had  increased 
to  sixty-five  with  Earl  Day  becoming  president  for  the  third  year.  In 
1954  a  Boy  Scout  troop  was  organized;  membership  had  climbed  to 
seventy-five  and  more  meetings  were  held.  Grady  Fuller  succeeded  to 
the  presidency  in  1954-55.  Speakers  were  secured  for  monthly 
meetings,  many  of  whom  were  outstanding  Baptist  leaders  and  laymen, 
and  others  represented  many  and  varied  fields  of  service-educators, 
industry  leaders,  and  laymen  from  other  Baptist  churches.  One 
particular  speaker  of  great  charm  and  wisdom  was  "Bones"  McKinney, 
head  basketball  coach  at  Wake  Forest  College  and  an  ordained  minister. 
On  another  occasion,  a  Federal  Prison  Chaplain  was  invited  to  speak, 
and  an  overflow  audience  was  present  so  that  the  meeting  was  held  in 
the  sanctuary.  Dinner  meetings  or  breakfasts  were  often  held. 

Later  Brotherhood  became  known  as  Baptist  Men.  This  organization  has 
remained  active,  particularly  in  lay  witnessing,  prayer  groups,  personal 
ministry  and  leading  Royal  Ambassadors. 
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During  the  early  sixties  when  the  State  W.M.U.  decided  it  was  time 
to  update  its  work,  the  Royal  Ambassadors  which  had  been  sponsored  by 
W.M.U.  was  directed  to  the  Brotherhood  for  leadership,  and  this  group 
of  boys  became  known  as  Pioneers  and  Crusaders.  Lloyd  Martin  and  Dr. 
L.  D.  Pruett  became  the  Royal  Ambassadors  chairmen.  It  was  now  the 
duty  of  the  men  to  work  with  the  boys  in  the  study  of  missions  and  the 
promotion  of  missions  in  the  home  church,  in  the  community  and  state 
as  well  as  promoting  an  interest  in  foreign  missions.  In  1961  the 
combined  membership  in  RA  groups  and  the  Brotherhood  stood  at  ninety- 
nine.  In  more  recent  years  Ronnie  Kiehm,  Associate  Pastor  for 
Education  and  Youth,  Jack  Jemigan,  Mickey  Carter,  Larry  McCann, 
Ritchie  Nance,  Richard  Rhoden  and  others  have  assisted  with  soft  ball 
games,  camping  trips,  and  various  sports  activities.  From  year  to 
year  a  number  of  the  boys  have  attended  RA  Camp.  In  July  1986 
Crusaders  attended  Camp  CaR Away  for  several  days.  In  1987,  five 
Crusaders  accompanied  by  Ronnie  Kiehm  attended  Crosspoint  at  Wake 
Forest  University  where  a  Christian  athlete  guided  them  in  Bible 
Study. 

In  recognition  of  the  important  role  of  Baptist  Men  in  First 
Baptist  Church,  they  have  charge  of  a  Sunday  morning  service,  usually 
in  January  of  each  year.  One  or  two  of  the  members  are  speakers  for 
the  worship  service;  the  Men's  Chorus  occupies  the  choir  and  sings  a 
special  number.  A  prayer  breakfast  usually  precedes  the  service. 

In  1950  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon,  a  native  of  Stony  Point,  North  Carolina, 
came  to  Elkin  and  began  practicing  optometry  which  he  continued  for 
thirty  years.  Being  a  committed  and  active  Baptist,  he  soon  united 
with  First  Baptist  Church  along  with  his  wife,  Margaret  He  was  one 
of  the  early  leaders  in  the  Brotherhood  organization  in  addition  to 
his  many  areas  of  service  within  the  church.  His  leadership  role  in 
First  Baptist  Brotherhood  was  recognized  not  only  locally  but 
statewide  as  he  served  as  President  of  the  North  Carolina  Brotherhood 
for  three  years. 

Others  who  have  served  as  President  or  Director  of  Baptist  Men  are 
as  follows: 

1956-57  -  Richard  F.  Callaway 
1958-59  -  Allen  Adkins 
1960-61  -  Ralph  Casstevens 
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1962- 

Lonnie  Martin 

1963-64  - 

Lloyd  Martin 

1965- 

Frank  Clanton 

1966- 

Joe  Watts 

1967- 

Fleet  Mathis 

1968-69  - 

Mack  Hendrick 

1970-73  - 

Jack  Robinson 

1974- 

Ray  Webb 

1975-76  - 

D.  C.  Dickson 

1977-78  - 

George  Hildt 

1979-85  - 

Jack  Jemigan 

1986-87  - 

W.  R.  (John)  Foster 
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FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
ELKIN  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 

First  Baptist  Church  is  a  member  of  the  Elkin  Baptist 
Association  and  actively  suRwrts  the  work  among  the  twenty-one 
member  churches.  At  all  times  the  church,  its  pastor  and  staff, 
as  well  as  lay  members,  have  been  ready,  able  and  willing  to 
assist  any  of  the  smaller  churches,  pastors  or  members  within  the 
Association  in  every  way  possible  when  a  need  existed.  An 
allocation  of  funds  from  the  church  budget  is  made  annually  to 
support  the  work.  When  plans  were  initiated  for  the  construction 
of  a  building  to  house  the  quarters  of  the  Association,  First 
B2q)tist  contributed  tiie  sum  of  $7,300.00.  The  building,  located 
on  Carter  Mill  Road,  was  completed  in  tiie  fall  of  1987  just  prior 
to  the  Fall  Session,  and  an  open  house  was  held  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  October  25,  1987.  Mrs.  Jane  McRae  of  First  Baptist 
has  served  as  Director  of  Missions  since  1975. 

Dr.  Lin  Fincannon,  who  has  served  as  Moderator  of  the 
Association,  realized  the  need  for  a  facility  for  offices, 
conference  rooms,  library  and  room  for  storage  of  recwds  for  use 
by  the  member  churches.  A  tract  of  land  containing  one  acre  was 
purchased  for  the  sum  of  $5,000.00;  Chuck  Neaves  of  First  Baptist 
Church  rendered  legal  services  without  charge;  and  Ross  Fox  of 
First  Baptist  Church  made  and  erected  a  sign  on  the  lot  without 
charge.  After  the  preliminary  work  was  completed  with  reference 
to  the  acquisition  of  the  land,  bids  were  sought,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1987,  construction  began.  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon,  Ray  Webb, 
Fred  Norman,  and  Mrs.  Jane  McRae,  representing  First  Baptist 
Church,  were  members  of  the  building  committee.  Fincannon  was  on 
the  scene  almost  daily  during  the  construction  period. 

Mrs.  Willie  Mae  Clodfelter  has  served  as  Clerk-Treasurer  since 
1965.  Among  others  from  First  Baptist  who  have  served  as 
Moderator  in  addition  to  Dr.  Fincannon  are  Mr.  E.  C.  James, 
Reverend  Howard  J.  Ford,  Reverend  J.  Parker  McLendon,  and  Dr. 
Dwane  R.  Campbell.  Serving  as  Clerk  to  the  Association  in  the 
past  were  W.  H.  Combs,  J.  L.  Williams,  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  James. 
Mrs.  Roxie  B.  Roth  has  been  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
for   a   numb^  of  years.    Reverend  Joe  Dell  Rust    has    served    as 
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Director  of  Music.  Many  other  members  have  served  on  various 
committees,  as  well  as  serving  as  delegates  to  the  annual  or 
semi-annual  meetings. 
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EPILOGUE 

The  purpose  of  a  Centennial  celebration  is  not  only  to  review 
our  first  century  but  to  position  ourselves  for  a  successful 
entry  into  the  next  century.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  romanticize 
upon  the  past,  even  to  exaggerate  accomplishments.  But  we  cling 
to  the  past,  and  rest  on  our  laurels  at  our  own  risk. 

Our  opportunities  are  located  in  the  present  moment  The  past 
is  gone  and  tomorrow  has  no  guarantee.  The  possibilities  of 
service  are  unlimited.  What  are  we  going  to  do?  Men  and  women, 
boys  and  girls  who  are  now  involved  in  the  woik  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Elkin  must  be  instructed  and  encouraged  in  their 
Christian  discipleship  to  go  out  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  to  pattern 
their  work  after  His  example,  and  to  live  a  life  of  true 
commitment  in  the  gift  of  their  material  resources,  their  time 
and  energy,  and  most  importantiy,  themselves. 

In  giving  the  history  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Elkin,  we 
have  looked  at  the  past  and  found  God  to  have  been  in  it.  We 
rejoice  not  so  much  at  what  we  have  done  but  what  God  has  done 
through  us.  Now,  as  we  prepare  to  move  into  the  twenty-first 
century,  we  must  not  worship  our  past,  but  the  Lwd  who  will  lead 
us  into  the  still  unknown  future.  In  that  sense,  we  can  say  with 
the  AposUe  Paul,  "...forgetting  what  lies  behind  and  straining 
forward  to  what  lies  ahead,  I  press  on  toward  the  goal  for  the 
prize  of  the  upward  call  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus"  (Philippians 
3:13-14). 
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